
 

January 5, 2015 

Greetings from the Office of Parent Services!  
Happy New Year! We hope you and your family had a wonderful, safe holiday season. We're busy 

preparing for another great semester and are looking forward to welcoming both returning and new 
students and their families to campus. To help you and your student start the New Year off right, 
we're sharing some important dates and useful information. 

Residence hall reopening  
Students may return/check into their residence hall Sunday, Jan. 18 from 9 a.m. - 10 p.m. or 
Monday, Jan. 19 during regular Residential Service Desk hours. New students are strongly encouraged 
to move in early on Jan. 18, so there's time to get settled before the Winter Welcome at 4:30 p.m. 

Look for more information on Winter Welcome Week below.  

If your student is returning to the same room assignment for spring, remind them to bring their key 
and UCard with them. Students who've lost either or both should call Residential Life Student 
Services, (413) 545-2100 immediately to make sure a new key will be available when they return. 

Students will receive information soon on completing spring check-in. Find information on move-in 

procedures on the Residential Life website. 

FAFSA reminder  
Financial Aid Services reminds students, parents and families that the 2015 - 2016 Free Application 

for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) can be submitted starting Thursday, Jan. 1, and should be filed by 
Saturday, Feb. 14 to meet the March 1 priority deadline. The form is online at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  

Fall grades, spring classes  
Fall grades are final and available online through SPIRE. Remind your student to log on and check 

their grades; paper copies of grades are not mailed. Hopefully, your student had a successful fall 
semester. If not, have an honest conversation to learn why there were problems. Identifying the 
issues and planning changes is an important first step toward academic improvement.  

The first day of spring semester classes is Tuesday, Jan. 20. Students who don't attend the first two 

classes of the semester may be removed from the course. See the semester's complete academic 
calendar on the Registrar's website. 

Winter Welcome Week  
The first week of school is filled with exciting programs, including the Winter Welcome for new 
students, Sunday, Jan. 18 at 4:30 p.m. Plan to move in early that day, so there's time to get settled 
before the fun begins! Other special events include the Spring Activities Expo, Wednesday, Jan. 21; 

the New Student Winter Warm-up, Thursday, Jan. 22; and many more. Winter Welcome Week details 
are available online. Encourage your student to attend as many events as possible to make friends, 
meet campus leaders, learn more about UMass, and get involved.  
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For New Students and Families  

Required immunizations  
State law requires college students to have certain immunizations and submit documentation before 
coming to school. Go to the University Health Services website for information, instructions and to 

download the required form. Information must be submitted no later than the end of the Add/Drop 
period to avoid a registration hold on your student's SPIRE account. 

Health insurance  
Full-time Massachusetts college students are required by law to have comprehensive healthcare 

insurance. New and transfer students starting at UMass this spring have been automatically enrolled 
in the Student Health Benefit Plan and charged on the semester's tuition bill. Students with 
comparable coverage may be eligible to waive the plan and associated charges; waiver requests must 

be filed before midnight on Monday, Feb. 28. Go to the University Health Services website for 
important information.  

Required health education course  
All new first-year and transfer students must take and pass MyStudentBody, an online health 

education course, between Friday, Jan. 2 and Friday, Feb. 6. Students who don't successfully 
complete the course by the deadline will have a hold placed on their SPIRE account preventing them 
from registering for fall courses. 

Parents and families are also encouraged to explore MyStudentBody's parent pages, to learn more 

about the risks and consequences of alcohol and other drug abuse, and ways to talk with their student 
about the issues. Go to the MyStudentBody home page click "Register Here" and enter the school 
code: umassaparent. 

Emergency text messages  
The UMass Amherst Alerts emergency text-messaging service is one of several ways we inform the 
university community about situations which may pose an immediate safety risk or significantly 

disrupt campus activities. Visit the Emergency Notifications website to learn more about our 
comprehensive communications system.  

We recommend all students to sign up for text alerts through their SPIRE account. There's no cost to 
join. Depending on your student's wireless plan, the carrier may charge for text messages.  

Spring Registration  
By now, all students returning for the spring semester should have completed course registration. If, 
for some reason, your student hasn't done so, encourage them to contact their academic advisor to 
set up an appointment.  

UMAPA Advisory Council application deadline  
Help shape and enrich the undergraduate experience for UMass Amherst students and their families 
by applying to join the UMass Amherst Parents Association (UMAPA) Advisory Council. The application 

and more information are online; mail or fax the completed form by Tuesday, Jan. 20. Review of 
applications will begin immediately, in preparation for the council's spring meeting on Sunday, March 
22.  

Important Dates 
January 1: 2015-2016 FAFSA applications available 
January 12: Spring semester bills due 
January 18: Residence halls re-open for spring semester at 9 a.m. 

January 18: Winter Welcome for new students 
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January 19: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - no classes 
January 20: First day of classes 
January 21: Spring activities expo, Student Union ballroom 

February 2: Add/drop period ends 
February 2: Deadline for new first-year and transfer students to submit immunization records 
February 6: MyStudentBody online health education course deadline 

February 28: Health insurance waivers due for first-year and transfer students  

Helpful Links 
Campus Pulse 
FAFSA 

Financial Aid 
Registrar 
Residential Life 

UMass Alerts 
University Health Services 

Explore these and other university websites to learn more about campus resources. You'll be better 
able to guide your student as they continue learning ways to handle any issues they may have. 

If you have questions or concerns, contact the Office of Parent Services. We're open Monday - Friday, 

8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. and are happy to help! 

Sincerely, 
Jeanne Horrigan, Director 
Office of Parent Services  

Treating Our Parents as Partners 

5 Arnold House 
University of Massachusetts Amherst 
Amherst, Massachusetts 01003 

Email: umassparents@umass.edu  
Phone: 413-577-4444  
Fax: 413-545-9631  

Office of Parent Services Website 

 
UMass Amherst Parents on Facebook  
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