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It’s early Friday morning and while campus is quiet, the writers and 
editors at the Massachusetts Daily Collegian are just making their way 
to bed. Ten hours earlier, the Red Sox had won the World Series, and 

it was a late night for Collegian staff. From print to television to radio, 
UMass Amherst students cover the news, informing the campus and 
gaining real-world experience. 

The Collegian, one of the largest daily college newspapers in New 
England, is completely operated by students, from the editorial pages to 
the business office. “Anyone who wants to work for us can come down, 
no experience necessary. They can write, they can do photos, they can do 
video, they can join the business staff,” says senior Steve Hewitt, editor of 
the Collegian, housed in the lower floor of the Campus Center. 

Across the hall, music from all over the world is transmitted through the 
airwaves as students seeking a future in radio broadcasting produce their 
own radio shows at WMUA, UMass Amherst’s radio station.  The radio 
station, which broadcasts to a 45-mile radius, prides itself on providing 
the Pioneer Valley with eclectic mixes of music as well as news, sports, and 
talk shows. 

“We’re unique in that we’re very specific to the area and air a lot of the 
issues being discussed locally,” says WMUA Programing Director Kyle 
Sullivan ’14. Students who host their own radio shows receive training on 
how to use the switchboards, while those who prefer to work behind the 
scenes learn the business aspect of radio. “Whatever students want to do, 
we’d like to give them an outlet to do so,” says Sullivan.

While WMUA lives on the airways, UMass Amherst’s on-campus TV 

station is as diligent in bringing quality student-produced programming 
to a different set of frequencies. Hosted on channel 19, and only available 
for viewing on campus, UVC produces three main shows a week: UMass 
Yak-Back, an editorial talk show; UMass Sports Weekly; and UMass This 
Week, a news show.

Members of UVC-TV are provided with camera and editing workshops 
once a week, allowing them to gain intensive experience in TV 
production. “The skills you learn, that go into making a real show, you 
can get them here,” says Meghan Allen, co-station manager at UVC-TV.

In addition to the three media outlets on campus, the Amherst Wire, a 
student-run on-line magazine, was relaunched in October. The magazine 
showcases student work and provides the campus with another outlet for 
information and entertainment. 

With diverse media opportunities, students at UMass Amherst are ready 
to take on the media world when they graduate. And they will be 
following in other alumni’s footsteps. Former student journalists have 
gone on to work at The Boston Globe, the New York Times, NESN, WEEI 
in Springfield, Worcester and Providence, as well as WJTV NewsChannel 
2 in New York. 

“I think it’s great to have independent media outlets on campus, and I 
have great admiration for them,” says Journalism Department Chair Karen 
List. “It’s terrific the kind of coverage students provide. I think some of 
the coverage has been better in the student media than it has been in the 
professional media,” she adds.                                 —Jessica Troland ’14

STUDENT JOURNALISTS GET REAL-WORLD EXPERIENCE
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UMass Amherst students 
Samuel A. Biggers ’14 and Kyla 
A. Galer ’15 anchor UVC-TV’s 
weekly news program.

FOLLOW STUDENT-RUN MEDIA OUTLETS:

The Daily Collegian: dailycollegian.com/ 
Amherst Wire: www.amherstwire.com/ 
UVC-TV: www.umass.edu/uvctv19/ 
WMUA 91.1FM: wmua.org/
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Family Ties is published twice a year by the Parents Fund,  
Office of Annual Giving, UMass Amherst

The Parents Fund
Gifts made by parents of current and past students comprise  
the Parents Fund.  Visit www.umass.edu/give to make  
a gift.

UMass Amherst has received two awards in recognition of its recycling 
efforts. The campus was one of nine winners in the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency 2013 Food Recovery Challenge. The EPA cited 

UMass Amherst for recycling food waste along with paper, plastic, and metal. 
UMass Amherst annually composts more than 1,400 tons of solid food waste.

The second award came from MassRecycle, a statewide coalition of individuals, 
government agencies, businesses, and institutions. The organization honored the 
campus with its University Recycling Award  for “dedicated composting and 
recycling efforts,” including campus-wide single-stream recycling, going trayless 
in dining commons and offering composting.  Compostable to-go containers and 
cutlery are also used to help reduce the amount of waste that goes to landfills. 
MassRecycle further acknowledged student EcoReps, who lead recycling 
campaigns, for their assistance with the annual “Trash Sort” that helps to boost 
student recycling participation.

Plans are under way to create even more eco-friendly and sustainable projects. On 
the drawing board is a plan to build one of the largest anaerobic digestion facilities 
in the state that will turn food scraps, manure, and other organic-based waste into 
a biogas for green energy. The project will further decrease campus emissions.

GOING GREEN BIG TIME
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The UCard debit has always been an easy, 
convenient way for UMass students to 
purchase goods and food on campus 

and now it has an even wider reach. This fall 
UMass Amherst began a new off-campus 
merchant program, which enables students 
to use their UCard debit at participating off-
campus vendors. 

Among the new dining options are student-
favorite pizza spot,  Antonio’s Pizza, the 
ever-popular coffee hangout, Rao’s Coffee, 
and the classic Route 9 Diner. And the list 
keeps growing. To add an extra element of 
convenience, students are also able to order and 
pay for their food from specific vendors using 
their debit card. 

Parents and students can easily access and 
manage UCard debit accounts and learn about 
off-campus vendors by visiting  
www.umass.edu/ucard/. 

—Jessica Troland ’14

WE ACCEPT! UCard debit now on and off campus

Home For New Discoveries
The $160 million Life Science Laboratories, 
located behind Skinner Hall and the 
Integrated Sciences Building, opened 
in November. The building is designed 
to foster a collaborative environment, 
encouraging cross-fertilization of ideas 
among researchers from various fields.

Student EcoReps sort through refuse during the annual 
Trash Day at UMass Amherst in November.
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A century before cell phones, the bells sounding from the tower of 
the Old Chapel kept students on schedule. They also pealed at 
times of celebration and sorrow. Now, after years of infrequent 

play, lovely melodies from the Old Chapel carillon are once again familiar 
sounds in the heart of campus.

High in the tower of the Old Chapel, built in 1884, the carillon is a 
world-class collection of 42 bronze bells. This year the bells have been 
programmed to play traditional UMass Amherst songs three times a day: 
at 8 a.m., in time for the earliest classes, they chime “Hail to Thee Our 
Alma Mater”; at noon they play a rotating selection of campus songs; and 
at 5 p.m. students hear “When Twilight Shadows Deepen,” composed by 
student Fred Griggs in 1913. As today’s students rush about the modern 

SCHOOL 
BELLS 

Civic engagement is one way students can early and often enhance 
their academic and social experience at UMass Amherst. Making 
an impact starts early. At new student orientation, students are 

encouraged to bring their SAT and AP study guides for redistribution to 
area high schools and after school programs. 

Service also plays a part in welcome activities. During the Fall New 
Student Orientation UFest, students participated in three service projects. 
They helped finish more than 100 fleece blankets for Project Linus, 
registered more than 150 members of the entering class as potential bone 
marrow donors with the group Delete Blood Cancer, and made 200 care 
packages for military service members. 

For off-campus opportunities, students can join Mass Impact Day of 
Service, usually held in late September. This year’s event drew more than 
400 volunteers from UMass Amherst who participated in 36 service 
projects throughout the Pioneer Valley. The tasks ranged from painting 
cabins at a local Girl Scout camp to cleaning up community gardens in 
Springfield. Mass Impact Day provides service to the region, helps UMass 
students see where the campus fits into the community, and creates 
networking opportunities. 

campus, the rich tones of the bells add a nostalgic note to their day.

The bells play daily thanks to a new automated carillon player, which was 
installed in the Old Chapel last spring. The auto-player is programmed 
with about a dozen songs. It moves keys (or batons) that activate a series 
of wires and levers that move the clappers inside the tower bells.  

UMass Amherst has also acquired a new practice keyboard for the 
carillon. Students will soon be able to join a planned campus guild of 
carillonneurs and learn to play the bells themselves using the practice 
keyboard’s glockenspiel-style mechanism.  But whether or not they play 
them, students will long associate the music of the Old Chapel bells with 
their campus days.  

If your student is interested in getting involved in the community, the 
place to start is the Volunteer UMass database hosted through the Student 
Affairs and Campus Life website (www.umass.edu/studentlife). Volunteer 
UMass matches students to projects based on the type of organization, the 
skills the students are looking to learn or use, their availability, and a host 
of other factors. There are also several service-based Registered Student 
Organizations. 

For students who are looking to blend their classroom and community 
activities, the Office of Civic Engagement & Service Learning offers 
service learning courses that allow students to develop their academic, 
personal, and civic learning. The office also offers a first-year program, the 
Citizen Scholars program, a certificate program, alternative spring break 
opportunities, and a service learning practicum. For more details visit 
www.cesl.umass.edu.    

With public service at the heart of the university’s mission, it is no 
surprise there are so many options for students to engage with the 
community. Whether it is for an afternoon clean-up project or a 
commitment to an academic major, encourage your student to explore 
the variety of ways to become an active member of the community. 

MAKING AN IMPACT FOR THE GREATER GOOD
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Members of the Class of 2014 are 
raising funds to buy solar-powered 
picnic tables that are designed 

to provide self-sustaining green energy. 
These stations will provide power for laptop 
computers, phones, DVD players, MP3 players, 
and personal gaming devices. The seniors are 
hoping to raise $34,000 and buy three solar-
powered tables. 

Meanwhile, the 20-member UMass Student 
Philanthropy Committee is deliberating over 
18 applications for scholarships created by 
the Class of 2008 and 2011. The scholarships 
provide $500 and $1000 towards tuition. To 
apply, students must demonstrate need and 
have a GPA of 3.7 or above. These scholarships 
are funded by and decided on by students, 
encouraging them to give back to their school. 

The scholarships as well as class gifts are 
established as a way for each senior class to 
say ‘thank you’ to UMass, and leave a lasting 
legacy of philanthropy on campus. While 
scholarships are a popular senior class gift, 
classes have also chosen other interesting ways 
to leave a legacy from funding a juice bar in 
the Recreation Center to contributing to 
restore the Old Chapel. 

OK, I admit that my first two donations to UMass Amherst after 
graduating in 1982 were not my own idea; they were a result of 
my employer’s strongly worded suggestions. Yes, employers can 

know best. 

As with many life experiences I didn’t understand the real value of my 
UMass years until I had a little distance between the experience and the 
point of reflection. When it hit, it hit me hard. Yes, I had credited UMass 
with providing me the skills I needed to achieve my professional goals. 
But the reflection is that the experience also taught me the softer skills 
of tolerance, patience, and working hard for what you care about in all 
aspects of life. The combination of education, skills, and experience was 
very important for me and once I understood how much the total UMass 
experience meant to me the next 30 years of giving was never a question. 

Now as the parents of two UMass students, my husband and I look at 
the giving experience a little differently. It is not just about giving back 
but instead it is about giving forward. It is about how our contribution 
can make a difference for our children and the students of the future. 
Someone I never knew gave to UMass well before I arrived and their 
donations helped to provide the environment and experience that I 

still cherish today. It’s now up to us to do the same for someone we 
don’t know and may never meet, someone who will have his or her life 
impacted in positive ways through the UMass experience. 

For us, giving to UMass will always be a priority, for reasons of history 
and the future. And you can be sure that when our children graduate 
it will not be their employers who suggests their first donation back to 
UMass, it will be Mom and Dad.

By Linda Ronan ’82 with Robert Ronan, parents of Katherine ’17, Isenberg School of 
Management and Michael ’15, majoring in accounting 
Donors since 1987

WHY WE GIVE

It’s the question that looms over the heads of most students and their parents: how 
are we going to pay for college? Here are some tips to make the scholarship search 
successful.

Where to begin?
The FAFSA – Free Application for Federal Student Aid – should be the starting point 
for every student. This application determines how much funding a student will get 
from the federal government, in the form of loans and grants, and is completely need-
based. Students must submit their FAFSA applications between January 1 and March 1. 

Are merit scholarships available?
When a student applies to UMass Amherst, his or her application is reviewed by an 
admissions officer who determines if the student will receive merit-based scholarships. 
These scholarships are based on the student’s SAT scores, high school grades, and class 
rank. Merit-based scholarships have no impact on a student’s need-based aid.

Do specific schools and colleges at UMass Amherst offer scholarships?
Most endowment funds are tied to majors, making schools and colleges a great source 
for scholarship money. Each spring, individual schools and colleges post listings of 
available scholarships on their websites. Additional scholarships, such as Presidential 
Medal Scholarships, can be found on the Commonwealth Honors College website 
but are not restricted to honors students. The alumni office website is also an excellent 
source for scholarship opportunities. 

CLASS OF 2014 CHOOSES A SUSTAINABLE CLASS GIFT

SE A R CHING  FOR       

Anne Peramba ’97G, associate director 
of financial aid services, left, meets 
with  Catherine Cosby ’15 to discuss 
scholarships. 
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At UMass Amherst, we are extremely 
grateful for the parents who realize 
that tuition, fees, and state support do 

not cover the full cost of educating a UMass 
student.  Last year, UMass parents contributed 
more than $1.1 million to the Parents Fund, 

ensuring the best for their sons and daughters, 
and for other students as well.  

When a student from the annual fund calls you 
this semester, we hope you will make a gift 
in support of our most ambitious fundraising 
campaign ever, UMass Rising: The Campaign 

for the University of Massachusetts Amherst. 
Building on our 150-year storied past and our 
current momentum, the campaign will help 
UMass Amherst achieve new heights as a leader 
in the commonwealth and the nation.  To make 
a gift, visit www.umass.edu/give. 

HEED THE CALL

CAMPAIGN GOAL

$300.0M
RAISED TO DATE

$223.9M
REMAINING TOTAL

$76.1M

OUR 
PROGRESSCAMPAIGN PRIORITIES:

SUPPORT TALENTED STUDENTS: $55 MILLION 
To create 500 additional merit- and need-based scholarships, support graduate 
fellowships, study abroad and career assistance 

SUPPORT FIRST-CLASS FACULTY: $54 MILLION 
To recruit and retain excellent faculty and create 27 new endowed chairs and 
professorships 

SUPPORT RESEARCH AND PROGRAMS: $97 MILLION 
To underwrite new and existing centers and institutes, research initiatives, and 
technology programs 

SUPPORT BUILDINGS AND INFRASTRUCTURE: $54 MILLION 
To create buildings and learning spaces that support our educational mission 

SUPPORT OUR ANNUAL FUND: $40 MILLION
To provide ongoing funding that sustains, expands, and enriches programs across 
campus

Where can students find scholarships outside UMass Amherst?
Students can find scholarships through their hometown or regional community 
foundations. These foundations often offer scholarships for students from the particular 
area they service. 

Will scholarships affect the amount of financial aid a student receives? 
Parents and students should not worry that increased scholarship funding means decreased 
need-based financial aid. 

Where should parents and students go with questions?
Scholarships that are not need-based are administered through the Financial Aid Office. 
While some are targeted for certain students, others are unrestricted, and many go 
untapped. To apply for these scholarships, or for more information, students should email 
Anne Peramba at the UMass Financial Aid Office (peramba@finaid.umass.edu).  

What’s real and what’s a scam?
FAFSA is a FREE application for Federal Student Aid. Recently students have reported 
receiving letters with a very official appearance asking them to send in money for the 
completion of their FAFSA forms. These letters are fake. To avoid scams such as this, 
parents should be sure students are visiting FAFSA.gov not FAFSA.com, which is a fake 
FAFSA site. 

When is the best time to start looking?
For students who are already enrolled in UMass Amherst, January is the perfect time to 
begin their search. 

—Jessica Troland ’14

S CHOL A R SHIP S
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FEBRUARY
3 
The Great Mountains 
Bowker Auditorium, 10 a.m.

4
American Idiot 
Fine Arts Center Concert Hall 
7:30 p.m.

5
Men’s Basketball vs. La Salle 
Mullins Center, 7 p.m.

6
Jazz Composers Concert 
Bezanson Recital Hall, 8 p.m.

8
Hockey vs. UMass Lowell 
Mullins Center, 6 p.m.

Women’s Tennis vs. Bryant 
University 
12:30 p.m.

9
Women’s Tennis vs. Long Island 
University 
12:30 p.m.

12
Men’s Basketball vs. George Mason 
Mullins Center, 7 p.m.

13
Grace Kelly Quintet 
Bowker Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.

14
Women’s Tennis vs. Army 
10:30 a.m.

15
Hockey vs. Northeastern 
Mullins Center, 7 p.m.

16
Women’s Tennis vs. Boston College 
12:30 p.m.

17
Holiday President’s Day

18
ALANA Career Fair 
Student Union Ballroom  
1 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Women’s Lacrosse vs. Holy Cross 
McGuirk Stadium, 3 p.m.

19
Career Blast 
Campus Center, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Wind Ensemble  
Fine Arts Center Concert Hall,  
8 p.m.

Women’s Basketball vs. Richmond 
Mullins Center, 7 p.m.

21
Men’s Basketball vs. VCU 
Mullins Center, 7 p.m.

21
Street Scene 
Rand Theatre, 8 p.m.

22
Hockey vs. Providence 
Mullins Center, 7 p.m.

23
Women’s Basketball vs.  
Rhode Island 
Mullins Center, 2 p.m.

Street Scene  
Rand Theatre, 2 p.m.

25
Symphony Band 
Fine Arts Center Concert Hall,  
8 p.m.

26
Trombone & Brass Choirs 
Bezanson Recital Hall, 8:15 p.m.

Women’s Lacrosse vs. Boston 
University 
McGuirk Stadium, 3 p.m.

Street Scene 
Rand Theatre, 8 p.m.

Men’s Basketball vs. Rhode Island 
Mullins Center, 7 p.m.

27
Women’s Basketball vs.  
Saint Joseph’s 
Mullins Center, 7 p.m.

28
Street Scene 
Rand Theatre, 8 p.m.

MARCH
1
Street Scene 
Rand Theatre, 8 p.m.

Amjad Ali Khan with Amaan Ali 
Khan & Ayaan Ali Khan: Three 
Sarods and Two Tabalas 
Fine Arts Center Concert Hall,  
8 p.m.

4
Opus One Chamber Orchestra 
Bezanson Recital Hall, 8 p.m.

5
Spirit of Uganda 
Fine Arts Concert Hall,  
10 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.

7
Saxophone Symposium 
Bezanson Recital Hall,  
9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

8
Women’s Lacrosse vs.  
New Hampshire  
McGuirk Stadium, 1 p.m.

9
Jazz Showcase Performance 
Fine Arts Center Concert Hall  
2 p.m.

Men’s Basketball vs. Saint Louis 
Mullins Center, 2 p.m.

 

12
Danú  
Bowker Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.

14 
Women’s Lacrosse vs. Colorado 
McGuirk Stadium, 4 p.m.

15
Spring Break Begins

22
Women’s Rowing vs. Coast Guard 
Hadley, all day

Women’s Lacrosse vs. Southern 
California 
McGuirk Stadium, TBA

24
Spring Break Ends –  
classes resume

25
Women’s Lacrosse vs. 
Northwestern 
McGuirk Stadium, TBA

26
Pat Metheny Unity Group 
Fine Arts Center Concert Hall,  
7:30 p.m.

Annual Curatorial Fellowship 
Exhibition 
UMass Museum of Contemporary 
Art, 11 a.m.

27
UMass New Play Lab 
Curtain Theatre, 8 p.m.

28
UMass New Play Lab 
Curtain Theatre, 8 p.m.

29
Asif Ali Khan and Party 
Fine Arts Center Concert Hall, 
8 p.m.

UMass Play Lab 
Curtain Theatre, 2 and 8 p.m.

31
Christopher O’Riley/Matt 
Haimovitz: Shuffle. Play. Listen 
Fine Arts Center Concert Hall, 
7:30 p.m.

 

WINTER/SPRING 2014 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

For More Details and Up-to-Date Schedules Visit:
Academic Schedules: www.umass.edu/registrar/calendars/academic-
calendar
Fine Arts Center: https://fac.umass.edu/online/
Music and Dance: www.umass.edu/music/eventcalendar/index.php
UMass Career Services: www.umass.edu/careers/
UMass Athletics: www.umassathletics.com/
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APRIL
3
UMass New Play Lab 
Curtain Theatre, 8 p.m.

4
Kenny Garrett Quintet 
Bowker Auditorium, 8 p.m.

Women’s Tennis vs. Saint Joseph’s 
10:30 a.m.

Baseball vs. Dayton 
Earl Lorden Field, 3 p.m.

Women’s Lacrosse vs. LaSalle 
McGuirk Stadium, 4 p.m.

UMass New Play Lab 
Curtain Theatre, 8 p.m.

5 
Women’s Tennis vs. Boston 
University 
12:30 p.m.

Baseball vs. Dayton 
Earl Lorden Field, 1 p.m.

UMass New Play Lab 
Curtain Theatre, 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.

6
Women’s Lacrosse vs.  
Saint Joseph’s 
McGuirk Stadium, 12 p.m.

Baseball vs. Dayton 
Earl Lorden Field, 3 p.m.

8
Baseball vs. Sienna 
Earl Lorden Field, Time TBD 

9
Baseball vs. Northeastern 
Earl Lorden Field, 3 p.m.

10
Theatre: Peter Pan 
Rand Theatre, 8 p.m.

11
Baseball vs. Saint Louis 
Earl Lorden Field, 3 p.m.

12
Baseball vs. Saint Louis 
Earl Lorden Field, 1 p.m.

13
Erth’s Dinosaur Zoo 
Fine Arts Center Concert Hall,  
4 p.m.

Baseball vs. Saint Louis 
Earl Lorden Field, 12 p.m.

Women’s Lacrosse vs.  
George Mason 
McGuirk Stadium, 1 p.m.

16
Baseball vs. UMass Lowell 
Earl Lorden Field, 3 p.m.

18
Women’s Rowing vs. 
Connecticut 
All day

19
Women’s Tennis vs. Rhode 
Island 
1 p.m.

21
Holiday, Patriots Day

22 
Baseball vs. Connecticut 
Earl Lorden Field, 3 p.m.

24 
Alive With Dance 
Bowker Auditorium, 8 p.m.

25
Women’s Lacrosse vs.  
St. Bonaventure 
McGuirk Stadium, 1 p.m.

26
University Chorale, Women’s Choir 
& Recital Choir 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, 
Northampton, 4 p.m.

27
Alzono King Lines Ballet 
Fine Arts Center Concert Hall,  
7:30 p.m.

28 
Marimba Bands & Ensembles 
Bowker Auditorium, 8 p.m.

30
Last Day of Classes

Baseball vs. Quinnipiac  
Earl Lorden Field, 3 p.m.

MAY
2
Final Examinations Begin

Baseball vs. George Mason 
Earl Lorden Field, 3 p.m.

3
Baseball vs. George Mason 
Earl Lorden Field, 1 p.m.

4 
Baseball vs. George Mason 
Amherst, Mass., 12 p.m.

8
Final Examinations End –  
Semester Ends

9
Undergraduate and Graduate 
Commencement

Baseball vs. VCU 
Earl Lorden Field, 3 p.m.

10
Stockbridge Commencement

Baseball vs. VCU 
Earl Lorden Field, 1 p.m.

11
Baseball vs. VCU 
Earl Lorden Field, 12 p.m.

Senior Grad Trip
May 17 – 26, 2014

Celebrate Graduation with an unforgettable journey to 
4 Countries in 10 Days! 

Visit UMassAlumni.com/students

SAVE THE DATE!

APRIL  
29-30 

Mark April 29-30 on your calendar as a reminder 
of the second annual UMassGives. UMassGives is 
a two-day online giving campaign with the goal of 
inspiring UMass Amherst alumni, parents, students, 
and friends to support their favorite areas of campus. 
By participating, you may be able to help your favorite 
area of campus win one of the special challenge 
bonuses, which totaled $10,000 last year. Gifts can be 
made at www.umass.edu/give.

More than 1,500 people made gifts during the first UMassGives, raising 
nearly $85,000 for campus programs.  Donors who had already made 
gifts to the campus made additional gifts during UMassGives in an effort to 
support the online giving program.

UMassGives was successful last year due in large part to our UMass Amherst 
Online Ambassadors who promoted UMassGives via emails, Facebook 
posts, and tweets with messages provided by UMass. If you would like to 
help out this year by being a UMass Amherst Online Ambassador, contact 
Stephanie Flaherty at: stephanief@admin.umass.edu.
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