
 

 

January 27, 2020 

 

 

Dear Campus Community:  

 

The University is closely monitoring the outbreak of novel coronavirus  

(2019-nCoV), which originated in Wuhan, China in late 2019. To date, a 

small number of cases have been documented in the United States. It is 

important to note that there are currently no identified cases of 

infection in Massachusetts or at UMass Amherst, and the 

Massachusetts Department of Public Health has advised that the 

current risk to Massachusetts residents is low. While the likelihood 

that the coronavirus will appear on our campus is minimal, we are 

nonetheless prepared to respond and will provide updates to the 

community as needed. 

 

Campus officials are working closely with the federal Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Massachusetts Department of 

Public Health, and the University is communicating proactively with 

individuals who may have traveled to or near the affected locations in 

China. Anyone who may have been exposed to this infection and is 

having fever, cough or shortness of breath should contact the University 

Health Services triage nurse at 413-577-5229.  

 

The coronavirus can cause illness that is mild — a simple cold or upper-

respiratory infection that can be overcome — and more severe cases 

that can result in pneumonia. The CDC states that the risk to the 

general American public is low at this time. Here is additional 

information and guidance about the virus from the 

CDC: www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/ 

 

Adding to uncertainty is the fact that we are currently in cold and flu 

season, and Massachusetts has seen an uptick in flu symptoms in the 

past month. It is not too late to get a flu shot, as flu season is expected 

though April. We encourage all students, staff and faculty to obtain a flu 

shot to reduce the impact the virus can cause to individuals and our 

campus community.  

 

  

https://t.e2ma.net/click/e5ohub/iwstcpb/aioa5h
https://t.e2ma.net/click/e5ohub/iwstcpb/qapa5h


The simple actions below will help to prevent the spread of all 

respiratory viruses and create a healthier campus community: 

 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If 

soap and water are not available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer. 

 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands. 

 

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 

 

• Stay home when you are sick. 

 

• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the 

trash. 

 

• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces. 

 

If you have travelled in or through Wuhan, China, or if you have had 

direct contact with someone ill with the novel corona virus in the past 

14 days,  please call the UHS triage nurse at 413-577-5229. 

 

 

Thank you, 

 

George Corey, M.D. 

Executive Director  

University Health Services  

   

 

University of Massachusetts Amherst 

 
 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/e5ohub/iwstcpb/62pa5h

