
 

August 26, 2014 

Greetings from UMass Amherst!  

With only a few short days before the fall semester starts, UMass is getting ready to welcome your student back to 

campus! In this email we have included information on the beginning of the semester, Bursar Bills, Family Weekend, 

textbooks and other important services your student will need to start off their semester right. Let the countdown begin! 

Fall NSO  

Fall NSO is a great way for new students to kick off their first semester at UMass and this year we have an action-packed 

weekend in store! Students will reconnect with their classmates and colleges while forming communities in their 

residence halls. Just a few of the events planned for new students include: UMass vs BC Game Day Experience, New2U 

Tag Sale, #We Are UMass, College Meetings, Convocation, UFest, Rope Pull, Adventure into Amherst and Mall Madness. 

Fall NSO also offers programming for transfer students throughout the weekend. We are looking forward to greeting all 

of our new students this fall with a host of great events. For more information, visit the Fall NSO website. 

First Week 

While Fall NSO is designed with just new UMass students in mind, First Week welcomes all our students back for the fall. 

Departments across campus sponsor events, cookouts and more throughout the first week of class. Students looking to 

get involved can check out the Student Activities Expo or if they are looking to decorate their dorm room, they can go to 

the poster sale. For a full list of events, encourage your student to check out the First Week website so they can make the 

most of the beginning of the semester. 

Fall 2014 Bills  

Fall 2014 Bills were due August 11. Make sure your student is staying up to date on their Holds, To Dos, Financial Aid 

awards and payments through their SPIRE account. Also make sure that if you are contributing financially to their 

education, you are an authorized payer in accordance with FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act). Visit the 

Office of the Bursar’s website for more information. 

Family Weekend  

Although the semester hasn’t started yet, it will be October before you know it! Join us for Family Weekend, October 24-

26, where you can reconnect with your student and learn all about their home away from home, UMass Amherst! We 

have some fun and family friendly activities planned for this autumn weekend. For more information and to register, visit 

our Family Weekend website.  

Textbooks at the UStore 

No two students learn the same way or have identical budgets or priorities. That’s why the University Store at UMass 

Amherst offers the convenience and flexibility to let students decide how, when, and where to get textbooks. Whatever 

your student chooses, the UStore has course materials to meet all needs. 

 

http://www.umass.edu/newstudent/newstudent/fall-nso/schedule
http://www.umass.edu/newstudent/firstweek
http://www.umass.edu/bursar/
http://www.umass.edu/familyweekend/
http://www.umass.edu/studentlife


 Rent-A-Text: Going to college costs more than ever and books are a big-ticket expense. To help ease the burden, 

the UStore offers the Rent-A-Text program. Renting books through Rent-A-Text offers the lowest upfront cost 

while still allowing your student to use books like they would if they bought them (highlighting and notes are 

allowed!). Visit the bookstore's website or check store shelves to determine if a book is available for rent. To rent, 

students must be at least 18 years of age, provide ID and contact information, and have a major credit card. 

Remember: Books must be returned in usable condition (no water damage, missing pages or excessive wear) at 

the end of the term to avoid late fees! 

 Go digital: The UStore offers more digital course materials choices than ever before! From digital textbooks and 

study guides to complete digital learning environments, they offer course materials to suit each unique learning 

style. Plus, digital course materials can often be used on the web, mobile and tablet devices, so students can 

study anywhere, anytime. Almost all digital textbooks include built-in study features, such as searchable text, 

highlighting and note-taking. Some even offer social learning capabilities that allow interaction with classmates 

and instructors directly within the digital text. 

 Used books: Go green! Buying used textbooks saves money … not to mention trees. If students want to keep 

their books for the future, used books are the most cost-effective option. The UStore has a great selection of used 

books, or students can shop online for the largest inventory of used books anywhere. 

 New books: Why would your student want to buy a new book? Maybe she just loves that new book smell or 

maybe she doesn’t like to see what other students have highlighted. In some cases, an instructor wants to use a 

brand new edition of a book, and there just aren’t any used copies available.  

There are many options that accommodate a variety of budgets and learning styles at the University Bookstore. Check out 

their website for more information. 

Move In Fall 2014  

Whether it’s your student’s first or fifth year living on campus, have them check out the Residential Life Student Services 

website for information about Move In, video tutorials on what to pack and some great tips about living on campus. Visit 

their Move In page to learn more and to make your student’s transition from home to residence hall as smooth as 

possible. 

Helpful Links 

Fall NSO 

First Week 

Family Weekend 

Office of the Bursar 

Textbooks 

Move In Information  

Important Dates 

August 29: First-Year Move In 

August 30 - September 1: Fall NSO 

August 30 - September 1: Transfer and Returning Multi-Class Move In 

September 1 - September 8: First Week 2014 

September 2: First Day of Classes 

September 15: Last Day of Add/Drop 

http://www.umass.bkstr.com/
http://www.umass.bkstr.com/
http://www.bkstr.com/mass-amherststore/shop/textbooks-and-course-materials
http://www.housing.umass.edu/
http://www.housing.umass.edu/
http://www.housing.umass.edu/move-in/index.html
http://www.umass.edu/newstudent/fall-nso/
http://www.umass.edu/newstudent/firstweek
http://www.umass.edu/familyweekend/
http://www.umass.edu/bursar/
http://www.bkstr.com/mass-amherststore/shop/textbooks-and-course-materials
http://www.housing.umass.edu/move-in/index.html


October 24 - 26: Family Weekend 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact the Office of Parent Services. Our office is open 

Monday – Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. We are more than happy to assist you. 

 

Sincerely, 

Jeanne Horrigan, Director 

Office of Parent Services  

Treating Our Parents as Partners  

5 Arnold House 

University of Massachusetts Amherst  

Amherst, Massachusetts 01003 

Email: umassparents@umass.edu  

Phone: 413-577-4444  

Fax: 413-545-9631  

Office of Parent Services website 

 

UMass Amherst Parents on Facebook  

 

mailto:umassparents@umass.edu
http://www.umass.edu/parents/
https://www.facebook.com/UMassAmherstParents

