
 

February 2014 

The weather may be cold, but that hasn't stopped students from settling into the spring semester. We 
hope yours had a great start. This month's update contains information on financial aid, upcoming 

career-boosting opportunities for your student, spring break housing and commencement in May. 

Adding Emergency Contacts in SPIRE 
All students are encouraged to add an emergency contact to their SPIRE account. It's easy: Log into 

SPIRE, go to the Main Menu, select My Personal Information and choose Emergency Contacts from the 
menu. Students who've already entered an emergency contact should check back once a semester to 

make sure it's up-to-date. 

Taxes and the 1098-T  
To assist students in filing 2013 taxes, the university issues 1098-T tuition statements reporting the 
amount billed for the year. Statements are available to students online through SPIRE and were 

mailed to permanent addresses at the end of January. Learn more about these important documents 

at the Bursar's information page. Free help preparing state and federal taxes is available until April 11 

from the Isenberg School of Management's Volunteer Income Tax Assistance program; visit the 

campus events calen dar for details. 

FAFSA Reminder  
Submissions for the 2014 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) should be filed in February 

to meet the March 1 priority deadline. Applications received after that date will be considered for 

financial aid based on funds available. The form is available for download on the FAFSA website. If 
your 2013 taxes aren't complete, you may estimate your income. After completing your taxes, correct 
the estimate with the actual information using the IRS Data Retrieval Tool through the FAFSA website. 

Questions? Contact Financial Aid Services, (413) 545-0801. 

Career-Boosting Opportunities  
Now is a great time to look for summer internships and jobs after graduation. Encourage your student 
to take advantage of the excellent opportunities on campus, including:  

 Summer Jobs Fair: Camps and Temp Work 

Wednesday, Feb. 26, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m., Cape Cod Lounge, Student Union 
Meet summer camps and agencies looking to hire UMass students for part-time and full-time 
positions during the summer break. 

Visit the Career Services website for details on this and other events. 

Students and Stress  
With the mid-semester date (March 6) approaching, it's not unusual for students to feel stressed. If 

your student's looking for advice on handling the increased pressure of mid-terms and completing 
tasks before spring break, here are some suggestions: 

 Anticipate deadlines and make a plan to get work done. 

 Take care of yourself - get plenty of sleep, make healthy food choices and take breaks for 
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exercise. 

 Get help from instructors during office hours and peers at the Learning Resource Center.  

 Pet and play with therapy dogs at the UMass PAWS Program's first event, Wednesday, Feb.26, 

11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. in the Student Union Ballroom.  

If your student's anxiety is an ongoing concern or escalates, additional resources are available 

through the Center for Counseling and Psychological Health. 

Amherst Downtown Trolley  
The Amherst Downtown Trolley now provides "dorm to downtown" shuttle service from the University 

of Massachusetts to the center of Amherst. The shuttle makes a continuous loop, stopping at the 
Orchard Hill, Central, North and Southwest Residential Areas, the Mullins Center and Franklin Dining 
Commons on the UMass campus, and three main stops in the center of Amherst's commercial 

shopping and restaurant district. Shuttle service runs Thursdays and Fridays, 5 - 9 p.m.; Saturdays 
and Sundays, noon - 8 p.m. throughout the semester. 

Residence Halls and Spring Break  
All undergraduate residence halls except Break Housing Halls, North Area Apartments and Lincoln 

Apartments will close Friday, March 14 at 6 p.m. and reopen Sunday, March 23 at 10 a.m. Students 
who have not vacated their residence hall by 6 p.m. will be assessed a $150 Unauthorized Occupancy 

fee. Those requiring on-campus housing over the break should call Residential Life Student Services, 

(413) 545-2100. 

Commencement Updates  
Residence hall lodging: Staying on campus is the best way to be close to commencement activities. 
Residence hall accommodations, in single or double occupancy, provide casual comfort at affordable 
rates. Rooms will be located in the Southwest Residential Area; specific halls have not yet been 

determined. Each floor offers a lounge that encourages interaction with other guests while offering 
you the option of retreating to your own room to prepare for the next day's activities. Free parking is 
nearby, and linens and towels are provided. Rooms are available for guests with disabilities; be sure 

to indicate any specific accommodation needs when making your reservation.  

Commencement dinner buffet: Graduating students, their families and friends are invited to a 
celebratory dinner buffet Friday, May 9, 6:30 p.m. in the Marriott Center and Amherst Room, both 
located in the Lincoln D. Murray Campus Center. Registered guests will receive additional information 

in the spring, including their dining room assignment. 

Visit the Commencement 2014 website for more information on ceremonies, lodging and dining. 

Important Dates 
Feb. 26 - Summer Jobs Fair: Camps and Temp Work 
March 6 - Mid-semester date (Last day to drop with 'W' and select 'P/F') 
March 15 - Spring recess begins 

March 24 - Classes resume 
March 31 - Registration begins for Fall, 2014 

Helpful Web Links 
Career Services 

Center for Counseling and Psychological Health 

Commencement 

FAFSA 

Financial Aid Services 

Residential Life 
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1098-T Tax Information 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, contact the Office of Parent Services. We're open 
Mon. - Fri., 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. and are happy to assist you. 

 
Sincerely, 

Jeanne Horrigan, Director 

Office of Parent Services  
Treating Our Parents as Partners  

5 Arnold House 
University of Massachusetts Amherst  

Amherst, Massachusetts 01003 

Email: umassparents@umass.edu  

Phone: 413-577-4444  
Fax: 413-545-9631  

Office of Parent Services website 
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