
 
Art Concepts for Kids: Color! 

 

Our online art class starts off with a color explosion! 
 

Learning about color is easy and fun. See below for some fun activities that 
explore the concepts of color in art.  
 
But first, check out the best music video about primary colors – warning, the tune 
is really catchy! 
 

Sesame Street's take on primary colors - so fun! 
https://youtu.be/yu44JRTIxSQ 
 
And another catchy song and video that explains primary and secondary colors - 
and features a robot riding a unicorn! What?! 
https://youtu.be/N8yuyekP_So 

 

 
Now onto some fun activities that explore color. Click the links in the description 
for the step-by-step directions for each activity. 
 
 
Ages 2-4 
Color Sorting and Naming 
Toddlers naturally love sorting - so why not harness their natural talent and use it to explore 
color? Send them on a mission to find various colors in your home - or collect a box of objects 
and have them sort them by color.  Keep in mind that learning colors is not automatic - it takes 
time and practice for little ones to really understand the concept - their brains are working very 
hard to get it right!  
 
This color sorting activity helps emergent learners by making a homemade color wheel and 
has little ones sort objects onto the color wheel - it's a great way to build concepts and help 
younger ones experience success while doing so. It gives a brief introduction to understanding 
warm and cool colors and the color wheel for toddlers. I think it would be appropriate for 
preschoolers too. You could use paper “slices” if felt is not available to you. 
https://www.naturalbeachliving.com/easy-and-fun-activities-for-teaching-colors/ 
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Ages 4-6 
Color Wheel Pizza  
This is a similar activity but kids get to make a "pizza" and add "toppings" of sorted colors – it is 
more hands on and requires a bit more fine motor skill. It’s also awesome for making 
discoveries of found objects in your home. 
https://artlessonsforkids.me/2011/01/09/delicious-color-wheel-pizzas-in-grade-two/ 
 
 
Ages 5-8 
Mixing Colors - Experimenting!  
There is no better way to understand color than mixing it in the form of paint.  This activity 
involves giving children a small pallet of primary colors plus white and seeing how many 
different shades they can mix and apply to small circles. Older kids can extend this into a 
creative writing project of coming up with wacky names for their colors.  
 
What I love about this is that it not only teaches how magical color mixing is but also how to 
use your brush and water properly to keep colors clean. Kids may end up with a lot of brown 
and that’s okay too. It’s all in the spirit of play and experimentation! For the sake of your 
clothing and home, be sure to use washable paint! 
https://www.deepspacesparkle.com/experimenting-with-color-theory/ 
 
 
Ages 6-9 
Color Mixing Landscapes 
I love this project because it introduces kids to abstraction and landscape art. It’s an awesome 
way to see how colors work together and to talk about foreground and background. Cassie 
Stephen’s is a wonderful teacher and many of her projects can be adapted for remote learning 
kids. 
https://cassiestephens.blogspot.com/search?q=color 
 
 
Ages 7-10 
Color Wheel Eye 
I love this activity! It involves making a color wheel and turning it into an eye.  I think this is 
great because it ties into color as a way of seeing the world around us. It’s also makes for a 
cool work of art that helps kids learn the rainbow.  
http://jamestownart.blogspot.com/2014/11/eyeballs.html 
 
 
Fun for All Ages 
A Color Scavenger Hunt! 
A great way to engage kids in seeing their world as an artist is to practice noticing colors and 
their infinite variations. You can discuss their shade (darkness) or tint (lightness) as well as 
how colors mix to make new colors. You can also play with naming them. Two favorites in our 
house are “Medicine Pink” and “Kermit Green”.  
https://buggyandbuddy.com/printable-scavenger-hunt-for-kids-go-on-a-color-walk/ 
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If your younger child is interested in taking a deeper dive into color theory, check this out: 
 
Color Vocabulary and Color as an Element of Art 
Elements of Art and Principles of Design Teaching  
http://www.wiu.edu/users/sew100/itt351Project/ColorWarmCool.html 
 
 
 

 
That’s all for this session - we hope you find this color tour of internet art 

recourses fun and inspiring! 
 
 
Please check us out on 10/3 as we introduce and explore the concept of value or 
gradation from light to dark. 
 
Stay tuned to the Student Parent Programs Facebook page and the UMass Student Parent 
Programs Event page – activities for each session will be posted the Friday before the date 
listed. 
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