In Fall 2019, UMass Amherst conducted a Sustainability Survey to gather information to support the
University’s academic, research, and campus initiatives that promote sustainable living practices in a
collaborative environment. Representatives from the School of Earth and Sustainability and University
Relations collaborated with OAPA to develop the survey in house after reviewing several surveys
conducted by other institutions.
The survey employed the United Nations’ definition of sustainability (“meeting the needs of the present
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs”), and included a 15question “sustainability literacy” quiz and sets of questions focused on sustainability awareness and
attitudes, behaviors and practices consistent with sustainable living, and University efforts and
initiatives.
This report communicates survey results for undergraduate students. A random sample of 4981 were
invited to complete the online, confidential survey and 34.9% (n=1736) participated. Women were
slightly overrepresented among survey participants (by 4 percentage points), as were students who live
on campus (by 6 points), and CNS students (by 7 points). ISOM students were underrepresented among
survey participants (by 6 percentage points). Results are shown separately for women (W) and men (M)
if the difference between groups is approximately ten or more percentage points.

Conditions that vast majorities
believe will negatively impact
their generation's quality of life

The three issues students are
most concerned about

(% saying "To a great extent")
Climate change
(W=81%, M=67%)

(% selecting)

Climate change
59%

Pollution
(W=81%, M=67%)
Pollution

Use of fossil fuels
(W=75%, M=63%)

47%

Loss of biodiversity and
ecosystems
(W=75%, M=60%)

Loss of biodiversity and
ecosystems

Environmental
injustice/inequality
(W=77%, M=55%)

41%

56% perceive that
sustainability is a University
priority "To very great extent"
or "To a great extent"

Fall 2019

Very interested in
contributing to campus
sustainability efforts and
initiatives
(W=38%, M=23%)
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Motivation to adopt behaviors and practices oriented toward sustainability, by
college and gender
54%

43%

50%

50%

47%

56%

53%

28%

35%

36%

40%

41%

42%

44%

48%

CICS

HFA

ENG

SBS

ISOM

CNS

PHHS

Women

Very Motivated

47%

Somewhat Motivated

Very Motivated

53%
30%
Men
Somewhat Motivated

Sustainability-focused behaviors and activities
Read information on your screen instead of printing it out

58%

Recycle (e.g. paper, glass, plastic)

46%

Use reusable cups/bottles and/or food containers

29%

Turn off your computer and other electronic devices when
not in use

29%

Bring reusable bags when you go shopping

Buy second-hand clothing

33%

38%

Use public or alternative transportation

Make sustainable food choices

25%

37%
32%
27%

23%

26%

17%

19%

14%

16%

Limit your time in the shower

9%

22%

Purchase sustainable products that cost more than nonsustainable alternatives

8%

16%

Buy sustainably-sourced clothing 5% 9%
Very Often

Often

When it comes to adopting sustainability-oriented behaviors and practices,
what are your biggest challenges? (Open-Ended question, n=756)

Fall 2019
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Percentage who have taken one or more courses that have addressed
sustainability, by college

71%

72%

72%

ISOM

ENG

SBS

75%

76%

PHHS

CNS

58%

49%

CICS

HFA

Interest in taking future courses related to sustainability, by gender
Women

11%

Men

20%

Not at all Interested

28%

45%

32%

16%

37%

Not too Interested

Somewhat Interested

12%

Very Interested

Awareness of sustainability initiatives at UMass Amherst
(% Very Aware or Somewhat Aware)

UMass Student Farmer's
Market
82%

UMass Student Farming
CSA
52%

Resiliency Planning
25%
Carbon Mitigation Task
Force

ValleyBike Share

Zero Waste Initiative

73%

51%

New2U Move-out
Collection and Move-in
Tag Sale

School of Earth &
Sustainability

Eco-Reps Program

(W=78%, M=66%)

42%

23%

UMass Permaculture

Sustainability,
Innovation &
Engagement Fund

Paperbark Literary
Magazine

64%

27%

Fall 2019

24%

20%
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What students perceive should be
the University's "first academic
priority" related to sustainability
education

Three sustainable institutional
areas the University should focus
on most

Creating Gen Ed courses focused on
sustainability
35%

Increased use of clean energy to
meet campus energy needs
49%

Preparing students for careers in
the green workforce
25%

Recycling and waste reduction on
campus
39%

Increasing opportunities for
undergraduates to engage in
research focused on sustainability
20%

Reducing greenhouse gas emissions
on campus
35%

Perceived obstacles to recycling and composting at UMass Amherst
(Note: Responses did not vary by on-campus/off-campus residence)

The rules about what is recyclable are not clear.

36%

22%

The rules about what is compostable are not clear.

20%

It's difficult to find a good place to rinse jars and other
recyclable containers.

19%

Instructions about how to sort items are not available
when I need them.

36%

47%

35%

16%

The recycling bin is sometimes too full for me to add my
items.

35%

13%

I have to carry my recyclables to an outdoor bin.

11%

A Major Obstacle

33%

A Minor Obstacle

Sustainability Literacy Quiz Results (15 multiple choice questions)

Mean # of questions
answered correctly =
7.6 (sd =3.2)

8.7% answered
12 or more questions
correctly

Fall 2019

Mean # of correct
answers was highest
for HFA (8.2) and
CNS (7.9) majors
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