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Holdings, Acquisitions, and Expenditures of University Libraries 
Fiscal Years 1977 - 2003 

Number of Percent Increase Acquisition Expenditure Per ARL† Median for 
Fiscal Year Volumes from Previous Year Expenditures* FTE Student Major Acquisitions 

1977 1,532,850 5.2% $939,782 $41 $1,285,131 
1978 1,587,653 3.5% 811,554 36 1,400,931 
1979 1,654,927 4.1% 1,030,813 45 1,558,589 
1980 1,730,872 4.4% 1,279,489 54 1,637,405 
1981 1,803,647 4.0% 1,293,518 55 1,783,144 
1982 1,870,049 3.6% 1,501,324 63 1,966,439 
1983 1,938,833 3.5% 1,702,717 69 2,148,524 
1984 2,002,460 3.2% 1,618,871 66 2,264,709 
1985 2,068,005 3.2% 1,810,616 73 2,511,343 
1986 2,129,588 2.9% 2,157,163 88 2,707,219 
1987 2,199,402 3.2% 4,779,522 193 3,083,288 
1988 2,275,822 3.4% 3,906,181 159 3,371,421 
1989 2,345,974 3.0% 3,000,978 127 3,582,400 
1990 2,409,946 2.7% 2,407,849 108 3,913,466 
1991 2,476,000 2.7% 2,411,214 113 4,083,358 
1992 2,511,558 1.4% 2,148,821 102 4,160,064 
1993 2,575,292 2.5% 3,519,604 167 4,332,769 
1994 2,634,277 2.2% 3,327,015 154 4,577,203 
1995 2,696,692 2.3% 3,686,380 171 4,729,921 
1996 2,762,244 2.4% 4,108,093 185 5,157,375 
1997 2,834,909 2.6% 4,563,055 207 5,482,262 
1998 2,882,541 1.7% 4,269,080 198 5,591,565 
1999 2,935,739 1.8% 4,541,415 205 5,991,177 
2000 2,991,397 1.9% 5,261,093 238 6,626,551 
2001 3,048,106 1.9% 5,264,945 242 7,047,505 
2002 3,089,191 1.3% 3,733,979 170 7,587,932 
2003 3,132,418 1.4% 5,355,780 248 7,707,396 

University Library and ARL Median Comparisons 

Expenditures for Journals and Books Percent Difference from ARL Median 
Fiscal Years 1999-2003 Fiscal Year 2003 

(in millions) (ARL Median = 100) 
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Source: University Libraries. 
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