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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN
THE UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS AMHERST AND THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD

WHEREAS, in Fall 2007, Governor Deval Patrick requested the University of Massachusetts Amherst and the City of Springfield, MA work together to develop specific initiatives and proposals that would lead to UMass Amherst’s undertaking an expanding role in the revitalization and sustained growth of the City; and
WHEREAS, in December 2007, at the request of Chancellor Thomas W. Cole, Jr., outgoing Mayor of Springfield Charles Ryan and incoming Mayor Domenic Sarno, a joint task force was formed to determine optimal approaches to match the needs and capabilities of the City and the campus for mutual benefit.  The task force, now known as the Partnership Team, consists of the senior leadership and management from the UMass Amherst campus, the City, the Springfield Finance Control Board, a representative from the UMass President’s Office, and a representative from the Governor’s office; and

WHEREAS, the University of Massachusetts Amherst, a land grant institution and the flagship campus of the Commonwealth’s public university, has a key element of its mission the conduct of research, education, and public service activities that advance knowledge, promote economic development, and improve the lives of the people of the Commonwealth; and
WHEREAS, the University of Massachusetts-Amherst has a long standing and valued relationship with City of Springfield and has made strong efforts in the many discrete areas including education, workforce development, community health, the arts, regional planning, public radio and scientific research and such existing and new efforts require focused attention in order to develop a joint strategy that can propel the City’s revitalization; and

WHEREAS, the University of Massachusetts Amherst appreciates, needs, and is respectful of the role and value the other institutions of higher education in Springfield provide; and
WHEREAS, the City of Springfield, the engine of economic growth in Western Massachusetts, is in the midst of an economic recovery and is firmly committed to revitalizing its economy, improving its employment and tax base, and training its workers for 21st century jobs; and

WHEREAS, the City of Springfield is committed to ensuring that its business community has all of the services that are required to ensure its prosperity; 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the University of Massachusetts Amherst and the City of Springfield, MA are committed to a long-term Partnership with the shared goal of revitalizing Springfield’s economy and establishing an effective University-City organizational framework for the management of those cooperative activities which benefit the citizens of Springfield and its surrounding communities.  

__________________________________

_________________________________

The Honorable Domenic J. Sarno


Robert C. Holub
Mayor, City of Springfield



Chancellor, University of Massachusetts Amherst
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