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GREATER SPRINGFIELD – UMASS AMHERST PARTNERSHIP
FACT SHEET

What is the Partnership?
The Partnership is a collaboration between UMass Amherst and the City of Springfield to work together in a renewed long-term effort to foster Springfield’s economic revitalization.  For the first time, there is a Memorandum of Understanding between the university and the city which aims to establish an effective University-City organizational framework for the management of cooperative activities which benefit the citizens of Springfield and its surrounding communities.  
Who is on the Partnership Team?
The Partnership team consists of senior administrative officials from UMass Amherst, senior officials from the mayor’s office from the City of Springfield, a representative from the UMass System and a representative from the Commonwealth. 
UMass Amherst: 


Robert C Holub, Chancellor; 

Charlena Seymour, Provost; 

Esther Terry, Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs
Paul Kostecki*, Vice Chancellor for Research and Engagement; 

Sharon Fross, Vice Provost for Outreach; 

John Mullin, Dean of the Graduate School; 

Ernie May, Secretary of the Faculty Senate; 

Marla Michel, Director, Research Liaison & Development; 

Maryanne Lombardi, Director, Creative Economy; 

Glendene Lemard, Managing Director, The Partnership;
City of Springfield: 


The Honorable Domenic Sarno, Mayor; 

Steve Lisauskas, Executive Director, Finance Control Board; 

Denise Jordan, Chief of Staff, Mayor’s Office;

Commonwealth of MA: 

Eric Nakajima, Senior Policy Advisor, EOHED;

UMass System: 


David MacKenzie, Executive Director, UMass Building Authority.
*Committee Chair
What is the EDA grant proposal?

A proposal was submitted to the Economic Development Administration (a federal agency) through the Center for Economic Development at UMass Amherst requesting support for a project aimed at revitalizing Springfield’s economy by fostering expansion in the areas of creative economy and green industries.  The proposal outlines the activities of the Partnership in the first year.  
What are the aims of the EDA project?

There are four aims of the EDA project:

a)
Develop a sustainable inventory of existing strengths, needs, and resources available to the 
Partnership;

b)
Position the City of Springfield as a center of Green Industries and local practices;

c)
Expand the Creative Economy of the City of Springfield for its economic revitalization;

d)
Enhance community participation for successful outcomes of our activities.
Was the EDA grant awarded?

Yes, the proposal was approved and the Center for Economic Development at UMass Amherst has been awarded $150,000 by the EDA.  The total amount of the award is $322,088 which includes matching funds from the campus and the city.

How will the EDA grant be used?

The grant covers administrative costs associated with managing the EDA project, a feasibility study for the utilization of the Old First Church, research and needs assessments, community forums in Springfield, and the analysis and dissemination of information.  At the end of the grant period (August 31, 2009) a detailed report will be available which will highlight an implementation plan for promoting green industries and the creative economy, both with the emphasis on the economic development of Springfield. 

How will the Partnership team involve the Springfield community?

Springfield community and industry members/leaders will be asked to participate on advisory boards and sub-committees that will be established as part of the EDA grant activities.  There will also be community forums throughout the year that will engage community residents with UMass administrators, faculty, and students.

When will the first community forum take place?

The first community forum will occur sometime in early December.
How do the Partnership activities relate to ongoing activities between the campus and the city?

UMass Amherst has had a long history of connection with the city of Springfield and the Partnership is aiming to reinforce existing collaborations as well as to create new and mutually beneficial relationships that are more sustainable, more long-term, and more strategic in enhancing Springfield’s economic development.  UMass has strengths in the fine arts and advanced energy technologies which will be utilized to foster the expansion of the creative economy and green industries in Springfield.  Both areas hold great potential in boosting Springfield’s economic revitalization.

Whom can I contact for more information on the Partnership or the EDA grant?

You may contact Dr. Glendene Lemard who is the managing director of the Partnership at glemard@research.umass.edu or 413-545-2379.  Her mailing address is:
Office of Research Liaison and Development

University of Massachusetts Amherst

715 North Pleasant Street, 314 Arnold House

Amherst, MA 01003
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