Rewriting (East) German Cinema

A Public Film Series  –  July 12-17, 2009

A free public film series accompanying the seminar "Rewriting (East) German Cinema: Issues in Film Methodology and Historiography" – the fifth biennial Summer Film Institute organized by the DEFA Film Library at UMass Amherst. 
· Twelve German films, most never screened in the US, will screen at Smith College and Pleasant Street Theater. NB: All films in original German; only four with English subtitles (see below). 
· Featuring the Offenbach operetta, “Orpheus in der Unterwelt,” in a special 35mm screening at the Pleasant Street Theater: 1-3 p.m. Tuesday, July 14. 

For details: http://www.umass.edu/defa/sfi2009/ or 413-545-6681
FILMS WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES

Monday July 13, 1-3 pm – Graham Auditorium, Hillyer Hall, Smith College
Bismarck  

(Dir. Wolfgang Liebeneiner, 1940, English subtitles, DVD projection, 118’)

One of the so-called genius films made during the Third Reich that use biographies of famous Germans, in this case “the Iron Chanchellor,” to construct a national history and identity

Tuesday July 14, 8-10 pm – Graham Auditorium, Hillyer Hall, Smith College
The Kaiser’s Lackey 

(Der Untertan, Dir. Wolfgang Staudte, 1951, English subtitles, DVD projection, 97’)

The famous adaptation of the Heinrich Mann novel known for its ironic and witty critique of authoritarian power structures, in the family and the state, as one of the sources of Nazism.
Wednesday July 15, 8-10 pm – Graham Auditorium, Hillyer Hall, Smith College
 

Look at This City! 

(Schaut auf diese Stadt!, Dir. Karl Gass, 1962, English subtitles, Video projection, 85’)

Combining innovative documentary techniques and caustic political propaganda, the film tells the history of Berlin from 1945 to the building of the Berlin Wall in August 1961 with the aim of justifying the “antifascist protective wall.” 
Friday July 17, 1-3 pm – Weinstein Auditorium, Wright Hall, Smith College

The Hiding Place 

(Das Versteck, Dir. Frank Beyer, 1976/77, English subtitles, 16mm, 102’)

Co-authored by Jurek Becker (Jacob the Liar), this film showcases Manfred Krug and Jutta Hoffmann, who both soon became stars in West Germany. Max wants to win back this former girlfriend Wanda, and asks her to hide him from the police. Although Wanda already has a new boyfriend, she succumbs; but her boyfriend won’t play along, and he reports the alleged suspect to the police. 
FILMS IN GERMAN (NO SUBTITLES)
Sunday July 12, 7:30-10 pm – Graham Auditorium, Hillyer Hall, Smith College
 

Ernst Thälmann: Führer seiner Klasse
(Ernst Thälmann: Leader of the Working Class, Dir. Kurt Maetzig, 1955, DVD projection, 140’)
The second of a two-part biopic about the leader of the German Communist Party during the Weimar Republic, communist martyr during the Third Reich, and role model for “the first advanced socialist society on German soil.” One of the most expensive, heavily promoted DEFA films made during the freezes and thaws of the Cold War
Monday July 13, 8-10 pm – Graham Auditorium, Hillyer Hall, Smith College


Verwirrung der Liebe 
(Love’s Confusion, Dir. Slatan Dudow, 1959, Video projection, 76’)

A big-budget production featuring popular film stars of the time, the film ran into trouble with official socialist morality due to its frank depiction of sex (including nude bathing scenes) and portrayal of consumerism, along with a very stylized version of comedy.  

Tuesday July 14, 1-3 pm – Pleasant Street Theater, Northampton
Orpheus in der Unterwelt 

(Orpheus in the Underworld, Dir. Horst Bonnet, 1974, 35mm print, 88’)

One of DEFA’s last wide-screen (70 mm) films, and an opulent production with a budget of 4 million marks. Orpheus, a music teacher at a girls’ school in Thebes, actually does not miss Eurydice that much – until the gods and Offenbach in person pressure him to retrieve her from Hades. In ORWO color.
Wednesday July 15, 1-3 pm – Pleasant Street Theater, Northampton
Rosen für den Staatsanwalt 

(Roses for the State’s Attorney, Dir. Wolfgang Staudte, 1959, 35mm print, 97’)

One of the critically acclaimed films made by Staudte after his move to West Germany and, like his first DEFA film, The Murderers Are among Us (1946), centrally concerned with the Nazi past and its legacies. 
Thursday July 16, 1-3 pm – Graham Auditorium, Hillyer Hal, Smith College
 

Monolog für einen Taxifahrer & Aus Unserer Zeit

 (Monolog for a Taxi Driver, Dir. Günter Stahnke, 1963/1990, DVD projection, 39’)

With script by Günter Kunert, this TV film was banned as “formalist” and “decadent. The film follows the night-time meanderings of a Taxi driver through a city filled with urban anomie and ominous situations suggesting the Kafkaesque..
 ( excerpt, From our Times, Dir. Rainer Simon, 1970, DVD projection, 20‘)

Entitled “Ordinary People” (Gewöhnliche Leute):  Adele and Hannes, who both work construction, spend their honeymoon in Kossin, Hannes' hometown. For them, it becomes a time of recovery and, in particular, of memory of years past: scenes from everyday life, which show their love of work, commitment, conflicts, and joy of success.
Thursday July 16, 8-10 pm – Graham Auditorium, Hillyer Hall, Smith College
Auf der Sonnenseite 
(On the Sunny Side, Dir. Ralf Kirsten, 1961,  Video projection, 101’)

A star vehicle for Manfred Krug, actor, singer, writer, and arguably the most popular DEFA star of the 1960s and 1970s. Based on his autobiography as a former steelworker, the film rewrites the genre of romantic comedy with two ideal-typical socialist workers and, in so doing, promises to reconcile traditional genre conventions, social realist styles, and modernist sensibilities. 
Friday July 17, 8-10 pm – Graham Auditorium, Hillyer Hall, Smith College
Dr. med. Sommer II 
(Dir. Lothar Warneke, 1970, DVD projection,  90’)

The story of a young, idealistic doctor at a hospital in a small town in the GDR, and his on-the-job training as a rookie surgeon.  Warneke’s solo directorial debut, this film displays an existential concern with life and death, found in his later films Apprehension or Bear Ye Another’s Burdens.

