F ACULTY PANELISTS 
Raymond La Raja, assistant professor, Political Science 
La Raja pursues outreach work primarily in two areas, both of which support his research. He is the editor of a relatively new online journal called The Forum, (see http://www.bepress.com/forum/ ) which is an effort to encourage political scientists to think broadly about how their research has applications for contemporary American politics, and to open the dialogue to a wider audience of scholars, policymakers and students.

Elaine Puleo, research associate professor, Public Health 
Puleo specializes in methodological design and analysis of survey data in biostatics. She serves on the steering committee of Strategic Planning Initiative for Families and Youth (SPIFFY), a broad collaborative that develops prevention and intervention programs to foster safe and healthy communities. She provides research and evaluation support for programmatic efforts focused on behavioral risk and prevention for teens in Hampshire County. In this capacity Puleo frequently delivers presentations to school superintendents, youth and parent groups, government agencies and local communities.

Nathaniel Whitaker, associate professor, Mathematics and Statistics
Whitaker is an applied mathematician who primarily works in math biology: modeling the growth of blood vessels to tumors and blood flow in the kidney. He is a member of the Center for Applied Mathematics and Computation that supports a research seminar series in Applied Mathematics and Computation and a two-year professional degree program for students who are seeking to apply math in professional and industrial fields. 

Elizabeth Brabec, professor and chair, Landscape Architecture and Regional Planning 
Brabec brings experience as a landscape planning practitioner and an attorney to her new role as department head. Before joining the faculty, Brabec was a professor and department head in the department of landscape architecture and environmental planning at Utah State University and associate professor at the University of Michigan’s School of Natural Resources and Environment. 

Jerri Willett,-professor and chair, Teacher Education and Curriculum Studies 
Willett specializes in second language and literacy socialization; home/school connections; and second language teacher education. She is director of the Access to Critical Content and English Language Acquisition (ACCELA) Alliance, a partnership between the campus, three local school districts, and several community organizations to support the academic literacy development of linguistically and culturally diverse students.

POSTER DISPLAYS

Cynthia S. Jacelon, assistant professor, Nursing 
Jacelon is currently scholar in residence for Jewish Geriatric Services  in Longmeadow, where she helps staff integrate science and research into the practice of nursing. This educational partnership also provides a valuable bridge to the School of Nursing, offering professional and teaching experiences in geriatric nursing to students. 
Todd Crosset, associate professor, Sport Management 
Crosset established the Key Players Project in 2001 through an undergraduate community service learning course. The project serves to recognize and honor men of color who nurture and care for youth in Springfield. Ten men were nominated by youth and honored by the Boston Celtics basketball team. Recently, community-building efforts have grown out of Key Players, resulting in a youth summit and ongoing work towards a social marketing campaign to address violence in Springfield.

John Reiff, director of the Office of Community Service Learning 
For more than 30 years, Reiff has worked to promote service learning and community engagement for students. The Office of Community Service Learning, operating within Commonwealth College, allows students to incorporate community service and experiential learning into their coursework through a variety of opportunities that include: scholarships, a residential learning program and independent study. In 1994, a fellowship program was established for faculty members to incorporate service learning into their courses.
Joseph Krupczynski, assistant professor, Art 

Krupczynski is an interior artist and educator whose work involves an investigative synthesis of art, architecture and design that values collaborative community engagement. He directs an interdisciplinary design studio that focuses on the links between design culture and art. 

Brenda Philips, director of Industry, Government, and End-User Partnership, Center for Collaborative Adaptive Sensing of the Atmosphere 
CASA is a multi-sector partnership among academia, industry and government that is working to develop innovative weather-sensing technology. This new technology will help preserve human life and property through improved forecasting information and also provides a wealth of opportunities for curriculum development, graduate and undergraduate education. 

