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BOSTON – As the election
draws closer, a shadow
looms large: that of Question
1.  I say “shadow” not in jest,
but in the reality of what it
could mean to us as
employees of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts.  
     So what is Question 1?  In
simplest terms it is the repeal
of the 5.3 percent Massachu-
setts state income tax.  This
would cost the state $12
billion a year in revenues. 
Yet like a stone dropped in a
pond, the effect of such a
dramatic cut would swell to
tsunami-like waves were it
let loose on Massachusetts.
     The impact of such a
dramatic cut would hit every
facet of our lives... from the
economy, public education, 
property taxes, to our jobs.

> continued on page 7
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IN ONE HAND, OUT THE OTHER?

Trading Dollars for Pennies:
A LOOK AT QUESTION 1

Obama, McCain, and Your Tax Bill
The information below (rounded off in dollars) gives you a sense of how you would fare
under the proposed Obama and McCain tax plans.  We devote this entire issue to an
exploration of candidates and referendum questions that affect you.

If you earn... Obama’s Tax Plan McCain’s Tax Plan

less than $19,000 $567 tax cut $21 tax cut

$19,000-$37,600 $892 tax cut $118 tax cut

$37,600-$66,400 $1,118 tax cut $325 tax cut

$66,400-$111,600 $1,264 tax cut $994 tax cut

$111,600-$161,000 $2,135 tax cut $2,584 tax cut

$161,00-$227,000 $2,796 tax cut $4,437 tax cut

$227,000-$603,400 $121 tax increase $8,159 tax cut

$603,4000-$2.87 million $93,709 tax increase $48,862 tax cut

more than $2.87 million $542,882 tax increase $290,708 tax cut



ELECTION 2008 INFO
This special Newsletter attempts to give you information on Senators Obama and McCain,
information geared towards our members.  We focus heavily on economic issues.  That makes
sense for at least three reasons: 

  • first, as we go to print, the state, the nation, and the world are being rocked by economic
earthquakes; 

  • second, economics is the monster issue in this campaign;

  • and third, our members are suffering economically.  Gas prices are up, fuel oil prices are
up.  Food costs are up.  Home values are down.  Tax revenues are way down.  The state is
taking wage increases off the table.  Budget cuts are looming.  Layoffs are possible.  
Economic issues are especially critical to our members.

We are a strong union to the extent that our members are
knowledgeable, informed, and active.  We encourage you
to visit the web pages of Senator Obama, Senator McCain,
Ralph Nader, Bob Barr, and Cynthia McKinney to read
first-hand how these candidates present their positions on
the issues.

www.barackobama.com
www.johnmccain.com
www.votenader.org
www.bobbarr2008.com
www.mckinney2008.com

Our Sources
Our primary source for the information in
this newsletter comes from the national AFL-
CIO (www.aflcio.org).  Additional
information comes from AFSCME
International (www.afscme.org),  AFSCME
Council 93 (afscmecouncil93.org), and the
Sunday, October 12 issue of Parade
magazine (which printed the tax table we use
on page 1 and which Parade culled from the
Tax Policy Center taxpolicycenter.org). 

Most Importantly...

VOTE
Vote your Conscience
Vote for Justice



NON-ECONOMIC ISSUES

THE WAR IN IRAQ
If you believe that the Bush administration is on the right
track in Iraq, that the Bush effort is a war to liberate the
Iraqi people and promote democracy in the region, that
the Bush effort is less about oil than well-intentioned
foreign policy, that the U.S. has a right to be in Iraq, that
the former Iraqi government had ties to Al Qaeda, then
McCain is your candidate.   
     If you believe that the Bush administration is more
concerned about controlling Iraqi oil than promoting
democracy in Iraq, that the “weapons of mass
destruction” was an excuse to invade, that a U.S.
presence in Iraq is not morally justified, that Iraq is a
distraction to focusing on Al Qaeda in Afghanistan, then
Obama is your candidate.
    There seems little doubt that McCain strongly
supports George W. Bush on Iraqi policy and that
Obama is a strong critic of the president.  A vote for
McCain is a vote to continue the war; a vote for Obama
is a vote to exit the war sooner rather than later.

GUN CONTROL
Many of our members are hunters.  Guns and freedom to
use guns is an all-important issue to them.  Politicians
who have proposed different types of gun bans have
often been insensitive to those who hunt.  Hunting is a
way of life, a way of life that has deep, deep roots in this
area.  Hunting needs to be understood as a cultural issue. 
No surprise that many hunters feel disrespected by
politicians calling for across-the-board gun bans.  Here
are the candidate positions: Obama favors a ban on
assault weapons.  McCain opposes that ban.  Both
oppose a national gun registry.  Both support the right of
individuals to own guns.    

ABORTION/RIGHT TO CHOOSE
In general, Obama favors a women’s right to make the
choice of a medical abortion or not.  McCain is opposed
to abortion (although not as opposed as Sarah Palin who
opposes abortion even in cases of rape).  What may be at
stake is Roe v. Wade, which for the past several decades
has given women the right to a medical abortion. 
McCain could nominate a justice to the Supreme Court
who would be the fifth and deciding vote to overturn
Roe v. Wade (which protects a women’s right to
choose).   Obama would likely nominate a justice
who would uphold Roe v. Wade.  

GLOBAL WARMING
In the past eight years, as global temperatures have
climbed and Arctic ice caps have begun to melt at an
alarming rate, the Bush administration has buried its
head in the sand.  The pleas of foreign leaders and the
findings of top American and international scientists
have had no impact on the Bush administration.  In fact,
some scientists report the censorship of their reports.  
Like Al Gore, Senators Obama and Biden have voted for
and authored plans to directly address global warming
(Biden has been a leading Senate voice on warming for
twenty years).  Senator McCain has been absent for key
congressional votes about global warming.  Governor
Palin’s position on warming is even more corporate-
friendly than George Bush’s.

GOVERNMENT SPYING/USE OF TORTURE
Many citizens have been appalled by the use of torture
by the Bush administration. Others have grave
reservations about giving the government permission to
spy on U.S. citizens.  Both McCain and Obama voted to
give permanent status to most sections of the USA
Patriot Act and to renew the Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Act along lines requested by President
Bush (giving the government additional powers to spy
on U.S. citizens).  Both voted to grant retroactive
immunity to telecom companies accused of helping the
government conduct illegal spying after 9/11.   Both
candidates have voted to prohibit U.S. torture of
prisoners.   Support for spying and prohibition of torture
are two areas where there’s not much difference between
Obama and McCain.

CORPORATE DEREGULATION
John McCain has been singing the praises of corporate
deregulation for years now.  That business should be
allowed to do business without government restriction
has been the McCain mantra.  Then the credit markets,
the banks, the investment houses began to collapse in
September.  Economists blamed the collapse on years of
failed government oversight of the financial
powerhouses on Wall Street.  Suddenly, McCain stopped
talking about deregulation.  Conversely, Obama has
been very cautious in his approach to deregulation. If
you believe that the economic collapse around you is
fallout from the deregulation of corporations, you should
question McCain’s policies and votes.   



OBAMA.
There are many factors that have an impact upon the finances of Local 1776 members: pay raises, health costs, job security, the strength
of your union and of the labor movement in general, the strength of the economy, minimum and prevailing wage laws, worker-friendly
tax laws, education spending, the viability of our state pension and Social Security.  Where do the candidates stand on these issues?

Senator Obama Senator McCain

PRIVATIZATION   • Opposes privatization and such Bush
administration efforts as contracting out of tax
collection

  • Supports privatization

UNIONIZATION   • Strongly supports the rights of workers to
organize into labor unions

  • Is supported by the vast majority of unions
across the country

  • Co-sponsored and voted for the Employee
Free Choice Act, which would restore
workers’ freedom to form unions and bargain
for better wages, benefits and working
conditions without employer harassment

  • Publicly supported workers in organizing and
bargaining campaigns many times, from
walking a picket line with Congress Hotel
employees last year in Chicago to refusing to
cross the picket line of striking television
writers and urging the head of WMUR-TV in
New Hampshire to negotiate a fair contract

  • Voted against the Employee Free Choice Act,
which would level the playing field for workers
trying to form unions

  • Voted for a national “right to work”  law that
would attempt to eliminate unions altogether

  • Crossed the picket line of union workers to
appear on “The Tonight Show with Jay Leno”

  • Voted against ending debate on a bill that
would bar employers from hiring permanent
replacements for striking workers; voted to
deny firefighters and police the right to discuss
workplace issues with their employer; voted
against a measure to grant airport screeners
even limited collective bargaining rights 

  • Has a 17% lifetime labor vote record

MINIMUM WAGE,
PREVAILING
WAGE, OVERTIME
PAY, EQUAL PAY
FOR EQUAL WORK

  • Voted to oppose disqualifying millions of
workers from overtime and equal pay
protections

  • Strongly supports prevailing wages for trades
and construction workers

  • Voted against a measure to allow states the
right to determine the minimum wage, thereby
abolishing a federal minimum wage protection

  • Voted against the federal minimum wage

  • Voted repeatedly against the prevailing wage
law

  • Voted against overtime protection for federal
workers

  • Says he’s opposed to the Equal Pay for Equal
Work bill for women

PAY RAISES AND
BENEFITS

  • Voted for an amendment protecting workers
from losing vacation and severance pay when
their employers declare bankruptcy

  • Voted for law after law (anti-union laws, anti-
minimum wage laws, anti-equal pay laws, etc.)
that would undermine worker pay raises



MCCAIN.                  AND... 

As a union member you are only as strong as your union.  Conversely, your union is only as strong as its members.  We are strong
union members when we are informed and on top of the issues that affect us.  Please use the information below as a starting point.  Dig
deeper into these issues and you’ll be surprised by the complexity, by the patterns, and by the hidden agendas at play.

Senator Obama Senator McCain

TAXES   • Supports a tax cut for the lowest-earning 95%
of taxpayers

  • Supports eliminating all federal income taxes
for seniors earning less than $50,000 per year

  • Supports a tax cut for all taxpayers, including
the very rich

  • Supports $270,000 in tax breaks for the
wealthiest 1/10 of 1% of the population 

  • Supports taxing (for the first time) employee
health insurance benefits

JOB CREATION   • Supports creation of thousands of green jobs   • Voted against highway job construction bills
that would have created 5 million jobs in the
U.S.

 SOCIAL SECURITY   • Strongly opposes the privatization of Social
Security

  • Opposes raising the retirement age

  • Opposes cutting back Social Security benefits

  • Strongly supports the privatization of Social
Security

  • Proposed using Social Security monies to pay
off the federal debt

  • Proposed cutting Social Security benefits and
raising the retirement age

$800 BILLION
BAILOUT

  • Voted in favor of the bailout.  Implies support
for additional steps to help everyday workers if
elected president.

  • Voted in favor of the bailout.  Floated cap on
CEO compensation idea, then said no more
about it.

EDUCATION
SPENDING

  • Voted for higher education funding, including
votes to restore cuts to federal student aid
programs, to raise the maximum Pell Grant to
$4,500 per year and to provide up to $23,000
in loan forgiveness to math, science and
special education teachers who work in high-
need schools

  • Has supported the elimination of the
Department of Education

  • Proposed freezing all federal spending on
education

HEALTHCARE   • Voted against a $14 billion, five-year funding
cut for Medicaid

  • Voted against giving insurance companies
authority to determine health care coverage
and costs, including the power to eliminate
consumer protections that are now required
under existing state laws, such as cancer
screenings and well-child visits

  • Supports stipend to buy private insurance and
supports taxing health benefits

  • Supports plans that favor corporate health
insurance companies



YOUR MONEY
BRINGING IT ALL HOME: OBAMA, MCCAIN, AND LOCAL 1776 MEMBERS

Vote for McCain if you think contracting out is a good idea (even if it includes contracting out our
work).  McCain is a leading national proponent of contracting out; he will continue the current
administration’s belief that privatization is best.

PRIVATIZATION/
CONTRACTING OUT 

If refusing to cross a picket line is a telling moment of a person’s character for you, take a hard
look at Obama and McCain and their records of crossing picket lines.  Clearly, picket lines are
important to Obama and not important to McCain.   Are they important to you?   If worker-friendly
labor laws are important to you, Obama is your man.

UNIONIZATION 

Laws that deal with wages and overtime are incredibly important to the kind of pay raise we
receive.  If these wages are undercut, so are our wages.  For example, the prevailing wage laws
mandate that government contracts pay trades workers the prevailing union wage in a region. 
Without that law, government contractors can get away with paying their trades workers less
money.  Take away the prevailing wages law and regional trades wages are depressed, Local 1776
wages are depressed.  Same sort of thing with overtime protection.  Take away overtime protection
for millions of workers, then overtime for all workers (even those like us with union contacts), 
becomes threatened.  If you take away minimum wage, UMass will find even more ways to begin
to pay students and 03s low wages to do our work.  If there is no Equal Pay for Equal Work law,
our efforts to raise the wages for women-dominated jobs on campus (such as in food service) are
hampered.  If these issues are important to you, vote Obama.  If you support undercutting these
wage laws, vote McCain.

MINIMUM WAGE,
PREVAILING WAGE,
OVERTIME, EQUAL PAY FOR
EQUAL WORK

If federal money to Massachusetts is less and if the economy continues to falter, say good-bye to
pay raises.  Obama’s positions favor more money to our state.  Vote for the candidate that you
think is best for the economy. 

PAY RAISES AND BENEFITS

Both candidates promise tax cuts.  McCain is slanting his cuts toward all taxpayers (with those
making over $200,00 receiving the lion’s share).  Obama is targeting the bottom 95% for tax cuts. 
Do the math.  If you’re rich, vote McCain (you’ll get a tax cut).  If you’re working or middle class,
vote Obama (you’ll do better under his plan).   See page 1 for more detail.

TAXES

The more jobs in the overall economy the better off we are at the bargaining table.  A good jobs-
producing economy lifts all boats, including our pay raise boat.  So, look carefully at which
candidate stresses job creation.   If you agree with those economists who favor investing
government money at the top and letting it trickle down to us, McCain’s your man.  If you agree
with those economists who favor investing government money directly in the working and midde
classes, Obama’s your man. 

JOB CREATION

Many of our members will be collecting Social Security at some point.  Most of us have family on
Social Security.  Vote McCain if you like his idea of replacing the security of Social Security with
the chance to make it big in the stock market... or lose your shirt.  Vote Obama if you are less into
gambling and more into prudent financial planning.

SOCIAL SECURITY

The bailout is huge, of course.  Yet as we go to print, how Obama and McCain differ on the
bailout, if they do, remains unclear to us.

$800 BILLION BAILOUT

When UMass does well, we do well.  Cut federal or state funding for education and UMass starts
to get stomach aches.   Look at Obama’s and McCain’s position on spending for higher education
carefully... then vote your gut.

EDUCATION SPENDING

Surprisingly, both business and union leaders have come out against the McCain stipend/tax plan.  
Analysts believe that the McCain plan undercuts current employer-based health insurance and that
average taxpayers would lose money under the plan.  Impact on our health insurance? Unclear at
the moment.

HEALTHCARE



OFFICE HOURS

MON, TUES, WED, THURS, 
and FRIDAY from  9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
                

GENERAL 
MEMBERSHIP

MEETING

OCTOBER 28
3:00 P.M.
CAMPUS CENTER 174-6

UPDATES ON BARGAINING
UMASS CUTBACKS
QUESTION 1 
03S ON CAMPUS

REMEMBER!

AFTER 30 DAYS
EMPLOYMENT, YOU ARE
RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYING
EITHER UNION DUES OR
AN AGENCY SERVICE FEE.
TO AVOID BACK PAYMENTS,
CONTACT YOUR STEWARD
OR THE LOCAL OFFICE AT
545-2831.

   

Question 1      > continued from page 1

Question 1 and the Economy: We would
have to make deep cuts in investments in
education, public safety, roads and
bridges, and many other areas.  This
proposal would do severe damage to our

economy, making it harder to attract new businesses
to the state. Question 1 and Public Education:
UMass receives a majority of its budget from the
state so the campus would have no alternative but to
decrease services and increase tuition and fees. 
With these chnages the University would be out of
reach for most students.  Question 1 and Property
Taxes: This initiative would force local
communities to raise property taxes significantly to
lessen the damage locally and to provide some of
the services we currently use.  Question 1 and Our
Jobs: You do the math.  UMass loses millions of
dollars?  The only question would be: How many of
us would still have a job on campus?

> continued on the next page



AFSCME Local 1776
116 Hampshire House, UMass
Amherst, MA  01003

The Spirit of 1776 is a publication of 
AFSCME Local 1776.  We aim to be a
voice of the membership.  Moreover, 
our goal is to advocate for the membership.  
We believe that communication between                     
members is a means to that end.  To be
effective, we need your participation.
How can you participate?  Send us ideas
for stories.  Angry?  Write us.  Someone
deserves congratulations?  Write us.
Read something of  interest to members
in a magazine or newspaper?  Clip it, and
send it in.  Original articles, editorials, 
news items, cartoons, criticism, and praise 
are always welcome.  All materials should
be forwarded to the Union office.  We strive
to publish four times per year.  If you are
interested in writing, reporting, cartooning,
editing, typing, or layout, please contact us. 
Empower yourself.  Empower us.

Question 1
> continued from page 7

Those who believe New Hampshire has a
tax structure we should follow should
consider that New Hampshire ranks first
in the country in property taxes as a share

of personal income.
     Those who support Question 1 argue that
government has become bloated: the thinly-veiled
“Taxachusetts” argument... that is, as
Massachusetts citizens we pay too many taxes.  
Yet, as noted in a 2008 CNN Money article,
Massachusetts now ranks 32 out of 50 states in tax
rate.  The days of Taxachusetts, much like the
days of the mullet haircut of the 80s, are in the far,
far distant past (where supporters of Question 1
would like us to return).  Notes Michael Widmer,
president of the Massachusetts Taxpayers
Association, a business-backed budget watchdog
group, “The income tax repeal would have a
dramatically negative impact on the Massachusetts
economy.  Essentially, the sponsors of this ballot
question are attempting to repeal the twentieth
century.”

I would hope that everyone will take the time to
investigate what the impact of this question will
mean to you, your family, your community, and
your co-workers.  Do not be swayed by the
promise of easy cash once the referendum is
passed. With passage of such a dramatic
referendum we will all be handing over even more
money (with our other hand)...  to pay for the
things that we already have now.  

“The income tax repeal would have
a dramatically negative impact on
the Massachusetts economy. 
Essentially, the sponsors of this
ballot question are attempting to
repeal the twentieth century.”

Michael Widmer, President
Massachusetts Taxpayers Association


