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H ealth |l n su r an ce
ActionA | ert

As yal ae avare Gowerror Ratrick is proging a incrase in stateighe edweaion enployee halth instarce cogs n his FY09 budget.

Peas e avsed hatLad 1776andCouri 93ake stondy oppsedtoanyinaease n enpbyeehedth haurane ogs andwil bewoking
aggressvely ith ahe pultic enployee urionsto cefeat this pragsal h thelegslature. Ehfollowng is a brief samaryof he governa’s plan.

Underhe governarpoposalenployees eanng an anual sary of $35,000 or lessild seeminceasen heirshareofprenumcoss.
Howeverthose earng above $35,000 pear woulslee heirpercerstge oprenumcoss ncreased aslbws:

W akers earning $35,000 to $50,000 would have their premium share increased from 15% b 20%.
Worlerseaning$®,00or alove woud hae ther preniumshae incrasedfrom13%6to 5%

Thegoemots paneimiratesthesystem ohavingal empbyeeshredaterJune3q 2M3payng20%ofpemums adappieshs new ieredsystem
to alktateenployes re@rdessof herdae of hire.

Akeyconponent ofour strategisgenerating phwe callse-mails andetters frorarion nenbers. V& ae urgng &l menmbers to cotact state
repesertatives adseratas to voictharoppositonto thegoverna's planadto askthese electd officalsto gpostionto the lduse Speaker, Semate
Preddertand clairs of thedise ard SenateWays ard Means Committees.

You can find all the appropriate contact informaton for these representatives and senators on the folowing ink:
http://ww.mass.gw/legis/citytowhtm Or calthelLcacd 1776 offce at 548281 ard sskedto ke trasferre to yar legislato

Menmbers stoud bein ly cdling nenbers of the blse as thabranch will be the firstto a¢ onthe governa’'s propsed budget.

The fdbwing aresone key paisthatshoulde ncorporad ntoyour onmentsand e-raisfeters:

St enpbyeehedth haurane mds havenaeasdstadly ower the pag seweral yeas. Whie hepecentageofou pemum
contibutonsha remanedrelatvdy steady at15%t0 20%ourcosts hae inaeaedjud asstate costs have naeasd. Theebre,
just beause air preniumsplitdees nd increase thadceesn't nean thawe have ot benimpactedby risingddth cae casts.

Ourcopaymens foroficevisits andpresciiptondrugshaverisen dmamaicdly andinmanyndanes, ae hghe thanthos eceiving
coverace throigh pivate setor jobs

Whie hepecentageinaeaespiopased bythe goemorrangefrom5%to 10%the® naeasestrandat no aitofpoke inaeass
of 336- 6”0 dependng m thelewel of he pacentage inaease

Inaeasng helih cae coss bra peson bagd onhierannubindomes a indamendlyunfir appoad. Fa indane,asinge parent
who eceives aninaease B morediadicdly afededthanawoke reeivingthesame naease and earring hesame séalyin a
two-income fanily. Other factors, such as varying costs of housing in different partsof the stae, al® make thisapproach urfair.

Whie hegowemotis popad is afead pat ofhs budyet dant beafaid b @l hs oficeto express yaurdsgopontmentLe him knav hat
yaururionswpatedhis canddag over thatofhs Repulican @pmen in pt because wewee iredoffightngatemps by pecedngRepulican
Admiistraionsto gace hebudenofrisinghedth are mds onthebadks ofwokingmen ad womeandther famiies The phore rumbeto he
Governos' ofice § 888-87@770(l free m shte)or617-725-40080u can sb send an mai to he governoatthe blowing ink:
htp/wwwmassggoV?pajeD=gogutlities&sd=Ag@B&U=Agds ontd us

Yourmpaticipatonis this campagnis vital to auir eforts to cefeatthis propesd. Pea® o yourpat ard egs asuedthatyoururionwil be
dongewelythingit canto maiain hecurentpemum studure. Ao ak yaur famly menbes, friends andnéghiors to supmit usbyocontading
thdrlegislats aswell.
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