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                        Linguistics at UMass
                    

                

                                    
                        
            We are internationally recognized as a major center for research and education in linguistics. Our doctoral program focuses on educating a small number of PhD students as high-quality researchers and teachers. Our undergraduate program develops broadly applicable skills in linguistic analysis and understanding of the diversity of human language.
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What is linguistics?

      
            

        

      
      
        
            Linguistics is the systematic study of human language. Linguists are interested in language for its own sake, as a complex product of the human mind. They are also interested in how language develops in children, how it changes over time, and how it is used in human society.
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Top three in the world (again)

      
                            
                
            UMass linguistics was ranked No. 3 in the QS 2023 world rankings. We are one of only two departments in the world to have been in the top three every year for the last five years.
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LSA Summer Institute at UMass Amherst

      
                            
                
            UMass linguistics hosted the 2023 Linguistic Society of America Summer Institute from June 19 to July 14. For more information, visit the 2023 institute website.
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        19
    

    
        Apr
    

    

    
    

                                                                            3:30 pm - 5:00 pm ET
                        
    
              Colloquium with David Kush, University of Toronto

          
  




    

  
    
            
    
        26
    

    
        Apr
    

    

    
    

                                                                            3:30 pm - 5:00 pm ET
                        
    
              Colloquium with Michael Wagner, McGill University

          
  




    

  
    
            
    
        03
    

    
        May
    

    

    
    

                                                                            3:30 pm - 5:00 pm ET
                        
    
              Colloquium with Jonah Katz, West Virginia University

          
  








        

      

    

  


                                                
      
      
        
      

  




                                                    
  


    
    
        
          
                              50th Anniversary Campaign
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Don Freeman, founder of the

department, in his office in 1972.



In connection with our department’s 50th Anniversary we are launching a 50th Anniversary campaign for the future of the department. To contribute, please visit: umass.edu/linguistics/give-linguistics. On that page, you can find the Endowment fund that we are targeting with this campaign (though donations directed in other ways are welcome!). The photo is of Don Freeman, the founder of the department, in his office in 1972.
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                Department of Linguistics
              

                              
                  
                

                                            
                  N408 Integrative Learning Center

650 North Pleasant Street

Amherst, MA 01003

Phone: (413) 545-0885

Fax: (413) 545-2792

Department Contacts
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