
1) Consider the similarities and differences in religions and governments. What
functions do each serve? Can a government be viewed as an organized
religion?

2) Why was it so difficult to discern the issue of the case? (Why wasn't the
Scopes case a simple, man-breaks-law, man-goes-to-jail matter?) Consider the
timeframe and establish key players in shaping the controversy and trial.

3) How can majority-rule be viewed as: dangerous? safe? What's the
relationship between a democracy and rule by the majority?  Cull specific
examples from the book, but also examples from present-day America.

4) Summer for the Gods is filled with rhetoric of rights and power.  Come up
with examples of how different actors in the controversy framed the issues
using such concepts.  Whose rights were trampled?  Whose power was being
constrained or protected against?  What rights and powers were they?  Do you
agree or disagree with these various conceptions of rights and power.

5) Consider the two following texts that formed the center of the debate in the
Scopes controversy.  What are the different ways that people interpreted these
texts and what conclusions did those interpretations lead them to?

a) Genesis 1

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.  And the earth was
without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the
Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.  And God said, Let there be
light: and there was light.  And God saw the light, that it was good: and God
divided the light from the darkness. And God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day.

And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let
it divide the waters from the waters.  And God made the firmament, and
divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which
were above the firmament: and it was so.  And God called the firmament
Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the second day.  

And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together
unto one place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so.  And God called
the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas:
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and God saw that it was good.  And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass,
the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose
seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so.  And the earth brought forth
grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose
seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good.  And the
evening and the morning were the third day.

And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide
the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for
days, and years:  And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to
give light upon the earth: and it was so.  And God made two great lights; the
greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he made the
stars also.  And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon
the earth, And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light
from the darkness: and God saw that it was good.  And the evening and the
morning were the fourth day.

And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature
that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of
heaven.  And God created great whales, and every living creature that
moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every
winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that it was good.  And God blessed
them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let
fowl multiply in the earth.  And the evening and the morning were the fifth day.

And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind,
cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so.
And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind,
and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that
it was good.  And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness:
and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the
air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing
that creepeth upon the earth.  So God created man in his own image, in the
image of God created he him; male and female created he them.  And God
blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish
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the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over
the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.
And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is
upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree
yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat.  And to every beast of the earth, and
to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth,
wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so.
And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good.
And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.
And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he
rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made.  And God
blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from
all his work which God created and made.  These are the generations of the
heavens and of the earth when they were created, in the day that the LORD
God made the earth and the heavens.  And every plant of the field before it
was in the earth, and every herb of the field before it grew: for the LORD God
had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till the
ground.  But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face
of the ground.

And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.  And the
LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man
whom he had formed.  And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow
every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also
in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.  And a
river went out of Eden to water the garden; and from thence it was parted, and
became into four heads…

And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to
dress it and to keep it.  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of
every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat:  But of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou
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eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.  And the LORD God said, It is not good
that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.  And out
of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl
of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and
whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof.

And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to
every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found an help meet for
him.  And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he
slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof;
And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman,
and brought her unto the man.  And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones,
and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out
of Man.  Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall
cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.  And they were both naked,
the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.

b) First Amendment

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.

6) Consider the following quote from Summer for the Gods: "Indeed, the issues
raised by the Scopes trial and legend endure precisely because they embody
the characteristically American struggle between individual liberty and
majoritarian democracy, and cast it in the timeless debate over science and
religion. For twentieth-century Americans the Scopes trial has become both the
yardstick by which the former battle is measured and the glass through which
the latter debate is seen (265-266)."
What role will these same issues play in the twenty-FIRST century?


