
 

 
 

Spring Session • Jan 23-May 11 

HIST 121: Modern Latin America  

4 Credits • Gen Ed Designation: HSG • Professor Joel Wolfe 

Discussions of Latin America usually fall back upon facile generalizations that emphasize recent 
changes to explain "current events."  This course will examine in detail the creation of modern Latin 
America.  We will concentrate on the struggles over land and labor, the creation of nation-states, and 
the conflicts within those states over issues of citizenship and social justice.  The course will also 
address the contentious role the United States has played in the region. For more information or to 
request a syllabus, contact Professor Wolfe: jwolfe@history.umass.edu. 

 

HIST 151: U.S. History since 1876 
4 Credits • Gen Ed Designation: HS • Professor Matthew Barlow 

In this course, we will examine the American experience since the Civil War.  In so doing, we will 
examine the complexity and complications of that experience as defined by race, gender, and the 
economy.  We will also examine the ways in which American culture has been determined by race, 
gender, and the economy, and how those three structures have, in turn, been informed by American 
culture.  In so doing, we will work together to forge an understanding of the development of the 
United States since the Civil War as a means of understanding the American experience in the 
modern world. For more information or to request a syllabus, contact Professor Barlow: 
jbarlow@umass.edu  

 

HIST 264: History of Health Care and Medicine in the U.S.  

4 Credits • Gen Ed Designation: HSU • Professor Elizabeth Sharpe 

This course explores the history and social meaning of medicine, health care, and disease in the 
United States from 1600 to the present. Using films, podcasts, historical documents, and academic 
readings, students will investigate topics such as: the evolution of beliefs about the body; medical 
and social responses to infectious and chronic disease; the rise of medical science and medical 
organizations; the development of medical technologies; mental health diagnosis and treatment; the 
training and image of medical practitioners; and the role of public and government institutions in 
promoting health practices and disease treatments. Through multiple perspectives, including those 
of marginalized groups, we will focus on the relationship of political, social, and economic power to 
health. Additional readings will illuminate the human experience of medicine, including the 
experience of being ill, the delivery of compassionate care, and the relationship between 
practitioners and patients. Course themes include race, gender, cultural diversity, women and gender, 
social movements, science, technology, politics, industry, and ethics. For more information or to 
request a syllabus, contact Professor Sharpe: emsharpe@history.umass.edu. 

 

For more information and to register: www.spire.umass.edu 

 
 

HIST 111: World History since 1500  

4 Credits • Gen Ed Designation: HSG • Professor Andrew Dausch 

In History 111, we will explore world history by critically examining the role of European imperialism 
in forging connections between Europe, the Americas, Africa and Asia. The course is broken into five 
units, each of which represents a distinct aspect of global development. The first unit focuses on how 
the discovery of the Americas resulted from shifting patterns of world trade and led to new patterns 
of exchange. In the second unit, we look at the impact of the British Empire in the Americas, Asia, 
and especially India. The third unit explores gender as a category of analysis in world history.  Using 
the example of the Belgian Congo, the fourth unit explores the European colonization of Africa at the 
end of the 19th century and relates this experience to contemporary issues of underdevelopment, 
racism and genocide. The course concludes by looking at major developments of the 20th century—
World War I, World War II, the Cold War, and decolonization—in global perspective. For more 
information or to request a syllabus, contact Professor Dausch: ard@history.umass.edu. 

 

HIST 121: Modern Latin America  

4 Credits • Gen Ed Designation: HSG • Professor Joel Wolfe 

Discussions of Latin America usually fall back upon facile generalizations that emphasize recent 
changes to explain "current events."  This course will examine in detail the creation of modern Latin 
America.  We will concentrate on the struggles over land and labor, the creation of nation-states, and 
the conflicts within those states over issues of citizenship and social justice.  The course will also 
address the contentious role the United States has played in the region. For more information or to 
request a syllabus, contact Professor Wolfe: jwolfe@history.umass.edu. 

 

HIST 151: U.S. History since 1876 
4 Credits • Gen Ed Designation: HS • Professor Matthew Barlow 

In this course, we will examine American history since the Civil War. We will focus on the major 
themes of the American experience, including race, gender, and the economy. We will also look at 
the interaction of race, gender, and the economy on American culture in the years since the Civil War. 
In so doing, we will forge an understanding of how the United States has developed in the post-
bellum era in order to gain an understanding of modern America today. For more information or to 
request a syllabus, contact Professor Barlow: jbarlow@umass.edu  

 

HIST 154: Social Change in the 1960s 
4 Credits • Gen Ed Designation: HSU • Professor Julia Sandy 

This course focuses on the “Long Sixties,” a period stretching from the mid-1950s to the mid-1970s. 
We will look in new ways at topics you are probably already familiar with: the civil rights movement, 
the anti-Vietnam War movement, counterculture, sexual experimentation, and never trusting anyone 
over 30. We will also explore aspects of the Sixties you may not know about or associate with a 
different era, such as the Great Society, a thriving conservative movement, environmentalism, and 
gay rights. Students will view online lectures, participate in online discussions, and complete 
assignments which include reviewing music, movies, and books from the sixties. For more 
information or to request a syllabus, contact Professor Sandy: jsandybailey@admin.umass.edu. 

Winter Session • Dec 27-Jan 21 

 Winter and Spring 2017  
Online History Classes 

19th Century advertisement for cancer drugs. See below for information about the Spring 2017 online course, “History of Health Care and Medicine in the U.S.”, HSU GenEd. 


