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SEMINAR DESCRIPTION

Cultural landscape research has become a central component of what professionals like to call “cultural resource management” (historic preservation).  This seminar will examine recent literature and case studies to answer basic questions about this emerging field.  What are cultural landscapes?   How and why are they defined, and by whom?

Cultural geography, ethnography, public history, ecology, historic preservation and other disciplines have all contributed to new ways of understanding the  formation of human-influenced landform and natural systems (cultural landscapes).  Landscape architects and planners are often asked to participate in design and management processes affecting cultural landscapes, but much new theory remains unassimilated in practice.  Design professionals have tended to emphasize how to manage cultural landscapes (treatment plans, inventories, cultural landscape reports, historic vegetation management plans, etc.) but not why we are concerned with historic sites and places or what we can hope to accomplish in working with them.

A survey of literature in the field will be conducted as a series of guided seminar discussions during the first part of the semester.  These discussions will continue as students present their own analysis of literature and case studies for the group to consider.

The seminar is designed primarily for landscape architects and regional planners, but public historians, architects, and others are welcome.  A primary goal of the seminar is to cross these disciplinary lines, giving all those concerned with landscape management a chance to better understand how their fields intersect in the documentation, management, design, and interpretation of cultural landscapes.

SEMINAR REQUIREMENTS

Weekly reading and participation in discussion, 40% of grade;

Student led discussion (presentation of case study) in class, 30% of grade;

Final Project (field exercise) to be handed in at end of exam period, 30% of grade.

Required readings for each week will be available on reserve at Du Bois Library.  The following books have also been ordered for you to buy at Food for Thought Books in Amherst:

Baldwin, A. Dwight, Jr., Judith De Luce, and Carl Pletsch, eds. Beyond Preservation: Restoring and Inventing Landscapes. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1993.

Glassberg, David. Sense of History: The Place of the Past in American Life. Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 2001.

Hayden, Dolores. The Power of Place: Urban Landscapes As Public History. Cambridge: The MIT Press, 1999.

Page, Robert R., Cathy A. Gilbert, and Susan A. Dolan. A Guide to Cultural Landscape Reports: Contents, Process, and Techniques. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1998.

Shackel, Paul A., ed..  Myth, Memory, and the Making of the American Landscape (Gainesville: University 
Press of Florida, 2001).

Some web sites of interest (there are many others; these are good starting points):

The Library of Congress’s Cultural Landscape Resources 

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/gmdhtml/setlhome.html
The Arnold Arboretum’s Institute for Cultural Landscape Studies

http://www.icls.harvard.edu 

The National Park Service’s Cultural Resource Management

http://www.cr.nps.gov 

SEMINAR SCHEDULE

Week 1

Introduction

Week 2

The Bureaucracy of Landscape Preservation: The National Park Service and the National Historic Preservation Act
We curse bureaucracy but just as often rely on it.  The practice of cultural landscape management requires detailed knowledge of the Department of the Interior’s offices and functions.

Texts for discussion (required texts on two-hour/overnight reserve at Du Bois Library):

Alanen, Arnold R. and Robert Z. Melnick, eds. Preserving Cultural Landscapes in America. Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2000.  Read the Introduction and select an essay on which to lead discussion.

Eyring, Shaun, et al., “Assessing Cultural Landscapes,” (NPS, 2002).

Murtagh, William J. Keeping Time: The History and Theory of Preservation in America. Revised Edition. New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1997, especially pp 103-146.

Page, Robert R., Cathy A. Gilbert, and Susan A. Dolan. A Guide to Cultural Landscape Reports: Contents, Process, and Techniques. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1998.  This is a basic document for landscape architects and others involved in management and design decisions.   Be prepared to discuss the document as a whole.

Other texts (citations provided in this category for each week are not required, and are not on reserve, but may be useful to further your own research interest):
Aplin, Graeme. Heritage: Identification, Conservation, and Management. Melbourne: Oxford University Press, 2002.

Droste, Bernd von, Harald Plachter, and Mechtild Rossler, eds. Cultural Landscapes of Universal Value: Components of a Global Strategy. New York: Gustav Fischer Verlag, 1995.

Favretti, Rudy J. and Joy Putman Favretti. Landscapes and Gardens for Historic Buildings. Second Edition, revised. Nashville: American Association for State and Local History, 1991.

Hardesty, Donald L. and  Barbara J. Little, eds. Assessing Site Significance: A Guide for Archaeologists and Historians. Walnut Creek, California: Altamira Press, 2000.

Hosmer, Charles B., Jr. Preservation Comes of Age: From Williamsburg to the National Trust, 1926-1949. 2 vols. Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 1981.

Johnson, Ronald W. and Michael G. Schene, eds. Cultural Resources Managment. Malabar, Florida: Robert E. Krieger Publishing Company, 1987.

Lee, Antoinette J. Past Meets Future: Saving America's Historical Environments. Washington, DC: The Preservation Press, 1992.

Newcomb, Robert M. Planning the Past: Historical Landscape Resources and Recreation. Hamden, Connecticut: Archon Books, 1979.

Tyler, Norman. Historic Preservation: An Introduction to Its History, Principles, and Practice. [1994] 
New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 2000.

Von Droste, Bernd, Harald Plachter, and Mechtild Rossler, eds. Cultural Landscapes of Universal Value: Components of a Global Strategy. New York: Gustav Fischler Verlag, 1995.

Week 3
Myth, Memory, Memorialization: Why Public History Matters to Landscape Managers and Designers

What does the recent literature on “memory” and “public history” imply for our definitions and understanding of historic sites and other cultural landscapes?  As the practice of “landscape preservation” has emerged as a field (and even a discipline) in the last twenty years, the following scholars have provided fundamental new theory for cultural landscape managers.

Texts for discussion:

Glassberg, David. "Public History and the Study of Memory." The Public Historian 18, no. 2 (Spring 1996): 7-23.  Also read the “roundtable” comments if you have time.

Hayden, Dolores. The Power of Place: Urban Landscapes As Public History. Cambridge: The MIT Press, 1999, especially pp. 2-78.

Thelen, David. "Memory and American History." The Journal of American History 75, no. 4 (March 1989): 1117-29.

Other texts:

Benson, Susan Porter, Stephen Brier, and Roy Rosenzweig, eds. Presenting the Past: Essays on History and the Public. Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1986.

Blatti, Jo, ed. Past Meets Present: Essays About Historic Interpretation and Public Audiences. Washington, DC: The Smithsonian Institution, 1987.

Kammen, Michael. In the Past Lane: Historical Perspectives on American Culture. New York: Oxford University Press, 1997.

________. Mystic Chords of Memory: The Transformation of Tradition in American Culture. [1991] New York: Vintage Books, 1993.

Lowenthal, David. The Past Is a Foreign Country. Cambridge, England: Cambridge University Press, 1985, especially pp. 263-362.

________. The Heritage Crusade and the Spoils of History. Cambridge, England: Cambridge University Press, 1998.

Rosenzweig, Roy and David Thelen. The Presence of the Past: Popular Uses of History in American Life. New York: Columbia University Press, 1998.

Samuel, Raphael. Theatres of Memory. London: Verso, 1994.

Stille, Alexander. The Future of the Past. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2002.

Szczygiel, Bonj, Josephine Carubia, and Lorraine Dowler, eds. Gendered Landscapes: An Interdiscilinary Exploration of Past Place and Space. University Park: The Center for Studies in Landscape History, The Pennsylvania State University, 2000.

Week 4
The Invention of “Tradition” and the Rise of “Heritage”

What are the roles of myth and “tradition” in establishing the significance of cultural landscapes?  What would the “real” past look like, and would anyone be interested in it (if we were able to decide what it was)?  We will discuss examples of invented tradition, from the Colonial Revival (so evident in Amherst and the rest of New England), to Scottish kilts and Appalachian handicrafts.

The concept of “heritage” has taken on great significance since World War II, and especially since the 1980s.  It has clearly meant different things to different groups of scholars and the public interested in reclaiming “traditions”—and landscapes—presented as part of shared, remembered pasts.

Texts for discussion:

Glassberg, David. Sense of History: The Place of the Past in American Life. Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 2001, especially pp. 131-163.

Hobsbawm, Eric and Terence Ranger, eds. The Invention of Tradition. Cambridge, England: Cambridge University Press, 1983.  Read the introduction and be prepared to discuss at least one of the case studies.

Lowenthal, David. The Heritage Crusade and the Spoils of History. Cambridge, England: Cambridge University Press, 1998, especially pp. 1-30.

Other Reading:

Batteau, Allen W. The Invention of Appalachia. Tucson: The University of Arizona Press, 1990.

Handler, Richard and Eric Gable. The New History in an Old Museum: Creating the Past at Colonial Williamsburg. Durham: Duke University Press, 1997.

Hewison, Robert. The Heritage Industry: Britain in a Climate of Decline. London: Methuen, 1987.

Kates, James. Planning a Wilderness: Regenerating the Great Lakes Cutover Region. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2001.

Lindgren, James M. Preserving Historic New England: Preservation, Progressivism, and the Remaking of Memory. New York: Oxford University Press, 1995.

________. Preserving the Old Dominion: Historic Preservation and Virginia Traditionalism. Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 1993.

Holleran, Michael. Boston's "Changeful Times": Origins of Preservation and Planning in America. 
Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1998.

Week 5
Geography: The “Countryside” and the Cultural Landscape

The term “cultural landscape” was coined by cultural geographer Carl O. Sauer in the 1920s, and much of the fundamental literature and research (although interdisciplinary by its nature) has been done by geographers, such as W. G. Hoskins, J. B. Jackson, John Stilgoe, Jay Appleton, D. W. Meinig, Denis Cosgrove, and others.

Much cultural geography (in the United States in particular) has taken the “vernacular landscape” as its subject—that is the everyday landscapes of countryside, towns, and (less often) cites. How has cultural geography analyzed and transformed the meanings of “landscape,” and how has this research affected the management and the design of what we call cultural landscapes, or more simply, “countryside”?

Texts for discussion:

Foster, David R. Thoreau's Country: Journey Through a Transformed Landscape. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1999.  Read the introductions to each section and samples of the excerpts from Thoreau’s writing.

Groth, Paul and Todd W. Bressi, eds. Understanding Ordinary Landscapes. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1997.  Read Paul Groth’s, “Frameworks for Cultural Landscape Study” and be prepared to discuss one of the other essays in this collection.

Jackson, J. B.  “The Necessity for Ruins.” In  The Necessity for Ruins and Other Topics. Amherst: The University of Massachusetts Press, 1980, 89-102.

Stokes, Samuel N. and others. Saving America's Countryside: A Guide to Rural Conservation. Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1989, review the methodology presented here, especially pp. 7-51.

Other texts:

Albers, Jan. Hands on the Land: A History of the Vermont Landscape. Cambridge: The MIT Press, 2000.

Baker, Alan R. and Derek Gregory, eds. Explorations in Historical Geography: Interpretive Essays. Cambridge, England: Cambridge University Press, 1984.

Bender, Barbara, ed.  Landscapes: Politics and Perspectives. Providence: Berg, 1993.

Bunce, Michael. The Countryside Ideal: Anglo-American Images of Landscape. New York: Routledge, 1994.

Conzen, Michael P., ed. The Making of the American Landscape. Boston: Unwin Hyman, 1990.

Cosgrove, Denis. Social Formation and Symbolic Landscape. Totowa, New Jersey: Barnes & Noble Books, 1985, especially pp. 13-38.

Everett, Nigel. The Tory View of Landscape. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1994.

Hoskins, W. G. The Making of the English Landscape. [1955] London: Penguin Books, 1988.

Jackson, J. B. Landscapes. Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 1970.

Meinig, D. W. The Shaping of America: A Geographical Perspective on 500 Years of History. 2 Vols.  New Haven: Yale University Press, 1986.

________. The Interpretation of Ordinary Landscapes. New York: Oxford University Press, 1979.

Reed, Michael, ed. Discovering Past Landscapes. London: Croom Helm, 1984.

Sauer, Carl O. Land and Life: A Selection of the Writings of Carl Otwin Sauer. Edited by John Leighly, Berkeley: University of California Press, 1967.

Sloane, Eric. Our Vanishing Landscape. [1955] New York: Ballantine Books, 1974.

Stilgoe, John R. The Common Landscape of America, 1580 to 1845. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1982.

Thirsk, Joan, ed. The English Rural Landscape. New York: Oxford University Press, 2000.

Yamin, Rebecca and Karen Bescherer Metheny, eds. Landscape Archeology: Reading and Interpreting the 
American Historical Landscape. Knoxville: The University of Tennessee Press, 1996.

Yaro, Robert D. and others. Dealing With Change in the Connecticut River Valley: A Design Manual for Conservation and Development. Fourth Printing, Lincoln Institute for Land Policy, 1990, pp. 1-15, and be prepared to discuss the methodology described in the case studies.

Week 6
Field Exercise/Assignements for Final Projects (TBA)

Week 7
Ecology: Chaos, History, and New Paradigms(?)

Changes in the disciplines of ecology and history imply changes in how we define the “nature” and “history,” and therefore in how we “preserve” natural and cultural features as cultural landscapes.  But what happens to nature and history when we try to preserve them (in other words, what are really trying to preserve)?

Some scholars are describing “new paradigms,” or theoretical constructs, in ecological science that recognizes the importance of history in understanding and managing ecosystems.  What are new paradigms (in both ecology and public history), and are they related?  How does the (relatively new) idea of the cultural landscape fit into these intellectual developments?

Texts for discussion:

Christensen, Norman L. "Landscape History and Ecological Change." Journal of Forest History 33, no. 
3 (July 1989): 116-25.

Cook, Robert E. "Do Landscapes Learn?  Ecology's 'New Paradigm' and Design in Landscape 
Architecture." Institute for Cultural Landscape Studies Web Site .
Baldwin, A. Dwight, Jr., Judith De Luce, and Carl Pletsch, eds. Beyond Preservation: Restoring and Inventing Landscapes. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1993.  Read the introduction and be prepared to discuss at least one of the essays.

Cronon, William, “Getting Back to the Wrong Nature,” in William Cronon, ed. Uncommon Ground: 
Rethinking the Human Place in Nature. New York: W. W. Norton and Company, 1996.
Other texts:

Bender, Barbara, ed.  Landscapes: Politics and Perspectives. Providence: Berg, 1993.

Cronon, William. Changes in the Land: Indians, Colonists, and the Ecology of New England. New York: Hill and Wang, 1983.

Crumley, Carole L., ed. Historical Ecology: Cultural Knowledge and Changing Landscapes. Santa Fe: School of American Research Press, 1994.

Foster, David R. and John F. O'Keefe. New England Forests Through Time: Insights From the Harvard Forest Dioramas. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2000.

McDonnell, Mark J. and Steward T. A. Pickett, eds. Humans As Components of Ecosystems: The Ecology of Subtle Human Effects and Populated Areas. New York: Springer-Verlag, 1993.

Russell, Emily W. B.  People and the Land Through Time: Linking Ecology and History. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1997.

Wessels, Tom. Reading the Forested Landscape: A Natural History of New England. Woodstock, Vermont: The Countryman Press, 1997.

Worster, Donald. Nature's Economy: A History of Ecological Ideas. [1977] Second Edition. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1994.

Week 8
Sacred Landscapes: Sacred to Whom and for What?

Which landscapes get “preserved,” by whom and for what?  What specific ideas and practices contribute to what makes a place “sacred”?  What physical changes does the preservation of sacredness imply in different cases?  What kinds of management and use conflicts arise as different groups define how a the same place is sacred to each of them?

Looking at more specific instances of landscape preservation, we will discuss the management (and the theory that guides it) of places considered sacred by diverse groups of visitors and residents.

Texts for discussion:

Carmichael, David L. and others. Sacred Sites, Sacred Places. London: Routledge, 1994, pp. 8-19, 226-244, 258-264.
Foote, Kenneth E. Shadowed Ground: America's Landscapes of Violence and Tragedy. Austin: University of Texas Press, 1997, especially 265-336.

Paul A. Shackel, ed., Myth, Memory, and the Making of the American Landscape (Gainesville: University 
Press of Florida, 2001).  Read the introduction and be prepared to discuss at least one of the case 
studies in this volume.

Other texts:

Catton, Theodore. Inhabited Wilderness: Indians, Eskimos, and National Parks in Alaska. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1997.

Chidester, David and Edward T. Linenthal, eds. American Sacred Space. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1995.

Eliade, Mircea. The Sacred and the Profane: The Nature of Religion. [1957] New York: Harvest/HBJ, n.d.

Keller, Robert H. and Michael F. Turek. American Indians and National Parks. Tucson: The University of Arizona Press, 1998.

Linenthal, Edward T.  Sacred Ground: Americans and Their Battlefields. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1991.

Mann, Charles C. "1491." The Atlantic Monthly  (March 2002): 41-53.

Sears, John. Sacred Places: American Tourist Attractions in the Nineteenth Century. [1989] Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 1998.

Spence, Mark David. Dispossessing the Wilderness: Indian Removal and the Making of the National Parks. New York: Oxford University Press, 1999.

Week 9

When the Past Becomes the Present: Preservation of Modernist Landscapes

Texts for discusion:

Birnbaum, Charles A., ed. Preserving Modern Landscape Architecture. Cambridge: Spacemaker Press, 1999.  Read Dean Cardasis’s article and be prepared to discuss at least one other article.

Longstreth, Richard, “When the Present Becomes the Past,” in Antoinette J. Lee, ed.  Past Meets Future: 
Saving America's Historical Environments. Washington, DC: The Preservation Press, 1992.

Week 10

Student-led Discussion/Case Study

Week 11
Student-led Discussion/Case Study

Week 12
Student-led Discussion/Case Study

Week 13 (Final studio review week)

NO CLASS

Week 14
Final discussion of conclusions drawn from seminar and student work
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