Art 297T/597AA
History and Theory of Historic Preservation
Spring 2005

Thursdays  1:30 – 4:00

Professor Max Page

Office: 452  Fine Arts Center

 545-6952

Email:  mpage@art.umass.edu

Office Hours:  by appointment

This course examines the history and theory of historic preservation, focusing on the United States, but with reference to traditions and practices in other countries.  The course will give students a grounding in the history, theory and practice of historic preservation, but is not an applied, technical course.  We will not, for example, be examining in great detail the practice of building conservation and restoration.  The course is designed to examine the largely untold history of the historic preservation movement in this country, and explore what laws, public policies and cultural attitudes shape how we preserve or do not preserve the built environment.  The course will also involve visits to historic preservation sites. Students will have the opportunity to pursue either a traditional research paper or an applied project. Graduates students from public history, as well as from architecture and landscape architecture and other disciplines are welcome. 

Readings 

The books for this course can be purchased at Food for Thought Books on North Pleasant Street.   Other readings will be distributed via email, in class, or on the web.

Books:

Arnold Alanen and Robert Melnick, eds. Preserving Cultural Landscapes in America
Dolores Hayden. The Power of Place: Urban Landscapes as Public History
Brian Ladd, The Ghosts of Berlin : Confronting German History in the Urban Landscape
Page and Mason, Giving Preservation a History: Histories of Historic Preservation in the United States
Walkowitz and Knauer, Memory and the Impact of Political Transformation in Public Space
Course Requirements

1. Class Attendance and Participation

A lecture class in which one doesn’t say a single word all semester might actually be enjoyable and intellectually stimulating, depending on the quality of the readings and lectures.  A seminar, however, depends on the regular, informed, energetic participation of its members.   I am strongly committed to encouraging everyone to participate in class discussions.

2. Weekly Commentaries

In order to spark discussion, I would like each of you to email me, by midnight the night before class, a brief (no more than one page) series of questions or commentary about the topic and/or readings for that week.   The weekly questions and comments will not be graded, but you must do them (i.e. not submitting them will affect your grade).

3. Short Papers

There are two short (2-4 pages) papers for the course.

1. Historic building or landscape

I would like you to visit a significant historical building or place of your choice and write a paper evaluating that place, how it is or is not being preserved, and what the value of the place is. Due at the beginning of class, February 10 (or whenever that class is rescheduled).
2. Amherst Historical Commission

I would like you to attend a regular public meeting of the Amherst Historical Commission and write a paper evaluating the meeting.  What issues were covered, what particularly struck you, what the meeting says about how preservation is done.  Due at the beginning of class, April 7.
4. Group Projects

The heart of the course is the group project which you will spend the semester working on with two or three others.  Each is a real historic preservation project  and not “make work.”   Each group will produce a final project that will be of great use to institutions and individuals who you will be assisting.  You should read through the project and be prepared today to list which projects you would like to work on, in order of preference.  I will decide the groups within a day or two and email the entire group and urge you to plan a group meeting immediately.  You will present your findings to the group on May 12; the final projects will be due May 19, no extensions.  Along with the document you will produce with the group, each of you will write a 10-page paper reflecting on the experience – the complexities, the frustrations, the excitement – of the group project.


The projects are as follows:

1.  Historic District Nomination for the University of Massachusetts Campus
For many at UMass, our buildings hardly seem historic (or even very nice!).  But, in fact, UMass has a number of buildings that are quite old, as well as a number of modern structures that are by very important architects – Edward Durrell Stone, Marcel Breuer, Kevin Roche, among others.  And the campus design itself reflects important mid-century ideas about how to design a campus.  
This group will prepare National Register nomination papers for a UMass historic district.  You can get an early jump on how to do this by looking at the links for our discussion on February 24.  This involves researching the historic of the buildings, making an argument which ones are significant and why, and deciding the boundaries of the district, among other tasks.  
The cutting edge of historic preservation is figuring out what modern buildings (one’s that are getting to be almost 50 years old) deserve some form of protection.
Contact:  Jonathan Tucker, interim Director, Amherst Planning Department – tuckerj@amherstma.gov; 256-4040

2. An H.H. Richardson Train Station in Holyoke
A train station in Holyoke by one of America’s most important architects (and considered one of the most important endangered historic sites in Massachusetts) is currently being used for the storage of auto parts.  The goal of the group will be to develop a series of options for the private owner and for the city of Holyoke that might help preserve the building and develop more compatible and public uses for the station. This is what Preservation Massachusetts wrote announcing its inclusion of the station in its 2004 Ten Most Endangered Historic Resources: “The Connecticut River Railroad Station in Holyoke resulted from collaboration between H.H. Richardson and Frederick Law Olmstead to plan several train stations along the Boston-Albany and the Connecticut River lines. Designed by Richardson, himself, in his namesake style, the Holyoke structure is painstakingly engineered into its surrounding landscape and positioned to form an axis between the gateway welcoming immigrants to the city and Immaculate Conception, the neighborhood church (2003 Ten Most Endangered).” 
Contact: Jeff Hayden, economic development planner, City of Holyoke, (413) 322-5655, haydenj@ci.holyoke.ma.us

3. The Preservation and Interpretation of W.E.B DuBois’ Home Site in Great Barrington, MA
One of most important intellectuals and civil rights pioneers in American history, W.E.B. Du Bois grew up in Great Barrington, MA.  Historian, writer, founder of the NAACP, among many other things, Du Bois is a crucial figure in 20th century history.  And yet, his home site is virtually unmarked and unknown.  A number of people at UMass, which owns the site, are actively involved in making the site and its history better known.  The group working on this project will undertake two tasks: they will explore the state of African-American sites in Massachusetts and, two, examine how well universities serve as custodians of historic sites, especially civil rights-related sites. A couple of examples of these sites include William Faulkner’s house at the University of Mississippi and Hull House at the University of Illinois in Chicago.  The group will produce a report offering specific strategies they have derived from their research. 
Contact:  Prof. Bob Paynter, Department of Anthropology, rpaynter@anthro.umass.edu; 545-2658

CLASS SCHEDULE AND READINGS
January  27   Introduction
February 3  What is Historic Preservation?
Page and Mason, Giving Preservation a History, David Lowenthal essay
Dolores Hayden, The Power of Place, Chapter 1
Alanen and Melnick, Foreword and Introduction
The Venice and Burra Charters -- www.icomos.org/australia/burra.html
National Register of Historic Places -- http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/about.htm and 

http://www.nationaltrust.org/why_preserve.html?cat=7
English Heritage. Power of place: the future of the historic environment, 2000. (http://www.englishheritage.org.uk/default.asp?wci=WebItem&wce=122), part 1
Definitions of “preservation,” “preservationist,” and “restoration” in the Oxford English Dictionary, available at http://dictionary.oed.com.silk.library.umass.edu:2048/

Guest:  Prof. Bob Paynter
February 10 What is Historic Preservation?
  
NOTE:  Class time will have to be changed
Hayden, The Power of Place, chapter 3

Bernard Feilden. “Introduction to architectural conservation.” In Conservation of Historic Buildings. London: Butterworth, 1982.  pp.1-22.  
John Ruskin, “The Lamp of Memory,” 1849
Manifesto of the Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings, 1877


http://www.marxists.org/archive/morris/works/1877/spabman.htm
Visit Virtual Reality Lab http://ligwww.epfl.ch/multimedia/multimedia_index.html
Visit  Cyark at http://archive.cyark.org/

Documents distributed via email:
Joseph Sansom, “Description of an Indian Mound”  Port Folio, Ser. 5, 14 (1822), pp. 125-26

"Washington's Examples,"  Godey's Ladies Book,  vol. 12, April 1866

Charles Eliot Norton, "The Lack of Old Homes in America," Scribners 5 (1889) 636-640

Anonymous, "A Great Battle Park," Garden and Forest, 8 (1895) p. 371

Park Pressey, "Preserving the Landmarks," The House Beautiful" 35-36 (Sept 1914) 97-100
Short paper on an historical building or landscape due in class.
February 17  The History of Historic Preservation in the United States
Page and Mason, Giving Preservation a History, Holleran, Lindgren, Wilson, Weyeneth
Max Page, The Creative Destruction of Manhattan, chapter 4, to be distributed via email
Documents to be distributed via email:
Helen Burns, "Colonial Williamsburg," Living Age, 398 (1940) 279-284

Lewis Mumford,  "The Disappearance of Pennsylvania Station," The New Yorker 34 (June 7, 1958), pp. 106-11.

Russell Kirk, “Destroying the Past by ‘Development,'"  National Review, vol. 17, April 6, 1965, pp. 285

Herbert Gans, "Preserving Everyone's Noo Yawk," NY Times, Jan 28, 1975 

Ada Louise Huxtable, ""Preserving Noo Yawk Landmarks," NY Times, Feb 4, 1975

February 18   Trip to Great Barrington with Bob Paynter.  

Required for students working on the Du Bois project; optional for everyone else.
February 24  Preservation Policy in the United States
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 [available as a pdf file at www.achp.gov/NHPA.pdf]

National Park Service materials:

National Register evaluation guidelines & eligibility criteria www.achp.gov/nrcriteria.html
Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring & Reconstructing Historic Buildings www2.cr.nps.gov/tps/standards/
National Register, process for listing

www.cr.nps.gov/nr/listing.htm

Browse some National Register Bulletins http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/publications/bulletins.htm and Preservation Briefs http://www2.cr.nps.gov/tps/briefs/presbhom.htm
Massachusetts Historical Commission materials: http://www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc/mhchpp/hppidx.htm
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc/mhcpdf/kn3.pdf
Matthews, “Making the List,” Preservation 50:4 (July/August 1998) 

Page, “The Gerrymandered Lower East Side Historic District,” New York Daily News, 2001  at http://people.umass.edu/mpage/writing.html

March  3   Case Study:  The Dickinson Homestead and Museum
NOTE:  We will meet at the Dickinson Homestead on Main Street in Amherst at 1:30
Readings about the Dickinson Homestead, to be distributed in class.
Visit Virtual Emily at http://www-unix.oit.umass.edu/~emilypg/

March 10 Comparative Historic Preservation:  Berlin 

Readings:


Brian Ladd, Ghosts of Berlin 
Mary Nolan, “The Politics of Memory in the Bonn and Berlin Republics,” in Walkowitz and Knauer.
Page and Mason, essay by Rudy Koshar
March 24 Comparative Historic Preservation

NOTE:  Date of class will have to be changed.
Walkowitz and Knauer, essays by Ross, Carter, Czaplicka, Meade, Zerubavel, Seltz
Paul Phillipot. “Historic Preservation: Philosophy, Criteria, Guidelines.” In Preservation and Conservation: Principles and Practices. Washington: National Trust for Historic Preservation/Smithsonian Institution Press, 1976, pp.367-82.  Followed by William Murtagh’s “Commentary,” pp.383-390.

Wim Denslagen. “Restoration Theories, East and West.” Transactions: Association for Studies in the Conservation of Historic Buildings. v.18, 1993, pp.3-7.

English Heritage. Power of place: the future of the historic environment. London: English Heritage, 2000. (http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/default.asp?wci=WebItem&wce=122)
Alexander Stille, The Future of the Past, “The Culture of the Copy and the Disappearance of China’s Past”
March 31  Cultural Landscapes I
Arnold Alanen and Robert Melnick, eds. Preserving Cultural Landscapes in America, everything but chapter 2
Preservation Brief 36: Protecting Cultural Landscapes: Planning, Treatment and Management of Historic Landscapes  http://www2.cr.nps.gov/tps/briefs/brief36.htm
Max Page, “Preservation Blues: The Destruction of Maxwell Street in Chicago,” Christian Science Monitor, 2000, at http://people.umass.edu/mpage/writing.html
Guest Speakers:  Donna Feng, Massachusetts Highway Department and Prof. Scott Civjan, School of Engineering
April  7   Cultural Landscapes II: The Case of Los Angeles
Dolores Hayden, The Power of Place, chapters 4 – 10

Guest:  Anne Marshall, designer (with Ray Kinoshita) of the National Women’s Rights Memorial at Seneca Falls.

Papers about the Amherst Historical Commission are due at the beginning of class.
April 14  Historic Site Case Study:  Historic Deerfield

NOTE:  We will meet at 1:30 in Historic Deerfield, about a half an hour away.

Guest Speakers:  Jim Gauthier and Susan Stacy

April  21 Economics and Preservation
NOTE: This is a “Monday schedule” day, but I am hoping we can meet today anyway.
Page and Mason, eds., Giving Preservation a History – essays by Page (Introduction), Greenfield, Morley

Alanen and Melnick, chapter 2
Mason, et al, Economic and Heritage Conversation (proceedings of a meeting organized by the Getty Conversation Institute, 1998):



http://www.getty.edu/conservation/publications/pdf_publications/econrpt.pdf
Donovan D. Rypkema, The Economics of Preservation: A Community Leader’s Guide (NTHP) 

April  28  Contemporary Preservation debates

Page and Mason, essay by Ned Kaufman
Ned Kaufman. “Heritage and the Cultural Politics of Preservation.” Places v.11, no.3 (1998): 58-65.
African American Burial Ground, New York: http://www.flatironsolutions.com/africanburialground/ABG_Main.htm
Gail Lee Dubrow, ed., Restoring Women’s History Through Historic Preservation, chapter 1

“Taste Matters:  What to do with 2 Columbus Circle,” three essays in Preservation Nov/December 2004.
Alexander Stille, Future of the Past, “The Sphinx – Virtual and Real”
Documents to be distributed via email:

Ann Carrns, "How a Brand-New Development Came by Its Rich History," Wall Street Journal, 18 Feb. 1998

Rozhon, “Old Baltimore Row Houses Fall Before the Wrecking Ball, New York Times, 13 July   1999, National Desk, p. A1 ff.
Browse recent issues of Preservation magazine and Forum (both published by the National Trust)
May  5   No Class

Each group should arrange to meet with me this week (before May 5)
May 12  Final Presentations

NOTE:  Class will run from Noon until 2:30 today.
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