DEPARTMENT GUI DELI NES FOR HI STORY 591- 595:
PRO- SEM NAR | N HI STORY

This course fulfills witing requirenents for the Hi story
Departnent and the University Witing Program

1. Topics. Each section of History 591-595 should have a cl ear
topical definition with readings and research projects sel ected
to focus on a subject of general interest. The primary purpose
of the course is training in witing and research; coverage of
any given topic is a secondary aim

2. Classes. As inplied by the title “pro-semnar,” cl ass
enrollnment is to be restricted to a maxi numof 12 to 15 students,
and classes are to be schedul ed as either a single-weekly neeting
or twi ce-weekly neetings as nmechanics dictate. Unlike graduate-

| evel seninars which focus on research reports leading to a
single maj or paper, these classes shoul d enphasi ze two el enent s- -
di scussi on of assigned topical readings and the devel opnent of
research and witing skills.

3. Witing. The major rationale for the history 591-595
requirement is the departnent’s wi sh that every history major
take at | east one upper-|evel course which enphasizes witing
skills. In addition, H story 591-595 is structured so as to
satisfy the Junior-level witing requirenment in the University
Witing Program History 591-595 students should submt a tota
of about 30-40 pages of witten work over a senmester’s tinme. In
order to satisfy the need to train students in both witing
skills and research techni ques, short witing exercises will be
assigned early in the senester, followed by one or nore |onger
papers.

4. Research. The neaning of research in History 591-595 courses
must be interpreted flexibly because of the variety of topics and
subj ect areas which will be covered. Students should be required
to do library work beyond the assigned topical readings.
Instructors should devote sone tinme to introducing the class to
techni ques of library research. Advance consultation with the
library reference staff is highly reconmended.

5. Coordination. Although other departnments may accept our
witing pro-senminar as suitable for the satisfaction of their
witing requirenents, history majors nmust have priority in

regi stering for our courses. History majors should fulfill the
Hi story 591-595 requirenent not earlier than their junior year
and not later than the first senester of their senior year.
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