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INFORMATION FOR PROSPECTIVE GRADUATE STUDENTS
FROM OTHER COUNTRIES

The University of Massachusetts Amherst appreciates and welcomes your interest. We take pride in the large number of
students here from other countries, whose contributions to this state university and to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts are
recognized and appreciated. This introduction provides information about the Amherst campus of the University useful to
prospective international students interested in admission as graduate students. For additional information, applicants should
address specific questions concerning graduate admissions procedures to the Graduate Admissions Office. Questions about
curriculum and graduate assistantships should be taken up directly with the graduate program in which the applicant is
interested; questions about visas should be directed to the International Programs Office.

1. LOCATION
The town of Amherst, where the largest campus of the University of Massachusetts is located, is a small but active and growing
community. The town population in 2000 was 34,874, including students who consider Amherst their town of residence.
Amherst is located about 90 miles (145 km) from Boston, 170 miles (270 km) from New York City, and 250 miles (400 km)
from Montreal, Canada. The University campus resembles “a city within a town,” with a present enrollment of about 24,100, of
whom approximately 1,600 are from other countries.

2. PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATIONS
a. Coming to the United States
The decision to come to the United States to study is a personal one which will undoubtedly affect your whole life. Accord-
ingly, you must consider the drawbacks as well as the benefits of coming here. It is a heavy investment of time and of finances.
You will be away from home for many years and will probably look at your homeland with quite different eyes when you return.
The loneliness, hard work, frustration, and occasional anxiety you will face are, of course, shared by American students. The
challenge and opportunity will reward you in many ways—when you are ready for them—academically, linguistically, financially,
and emotionally. Stop and think a moment; when you know you are ready, you will find a warm welcome here.
b. English Language Requirements
In addition to meeting academic and financial requirements, applicants whose native language is not English must prove their
ability to speak and understand English by taking the standardized Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL). Beginning in
July 1998, TOEFL has been administered on computer. Many locations have permanent testing sites, including colleges and
universities, ETS field offices, TOEFL representatives, Fulbright and binational commissions, and Sylvan Technology Centers.
Until the computer-based TOEFL is introduced in all countries, the paper-based test will continue to be administered. Official
test results are sent out by TOEFL to those institutions which you name on your test answer sheet, or to those additional
institutions named on your Request Form for Official Score Reports. The University of Massachusetts requires an
official score report.

All first-time international teaching assistants for whom English is not their primary language are required to participate in a
screening test of spoken English. This test is administered on campus at the beginning of each semester.
c. Estimated Expenses at the University of Massachusetts Amherst
Many applicants assume that the University of Massachusetts, because it is a public state institution, costs little to attend. This
is not the case. Tuition is lower for residents of Massachusetts (U.S. citizens and legal permanent residents), but international
and other non-resident students are subject to a higher tuition rate. In general, life in the United States has become expensive,
complicated by recent U.S. Immigration Service decisions which make summer and part-time work away from campus doubtful
for foreign students. (You may, accordingly, have to show adequacy of funds not only for the 9-month academic year, but for
the entire 12-month year when you make application for the appropriate visa at a U.S. Consulate.) For summer expenses, you
should add $2,300 in living costs plus $1,000 for course fees if you plan to attend summer school.

Refer to the insert for a specific estimate of academic year expenses. This estimate does not include such items as travel
expenses to and from Amherst, winter clothing, and furniture and appliances not provided by housing facilities (residence hall
rooms are furnished with bed, bureau, and desk; most apartments provide only a stove and refrigerator).

Most graduate assistantships provide a waiver of tuition and some fees. While a full assistantship should enable a single
graduate student to live without financial worry, it may still be necessary, in order to obtain visa documents, for a foreign
student to indicate that a certain amount of personal funds is available. This will depend on the amount of the assistantship.

Graduate students should remember that when they are near completion of the degree, they must pay thesis or dissertation
preparation costs ranging from $250 to $500.

Mandatory student health protection costs about $2,200 per academic year and is required by the University; coverage for a
family costs an additional $2,400 per academic year. For most single graduate students with an assistantship, the University will
pay all health protection costs. Remember that there is no national health program in the United States and that medical costs
are extremely high.

Students accompanied by dependents should add $5,500 for the first dependent and $3,000 for each additional dependent,
for each 12 months to meet their basic expenses.

3. GRADUATE PROGRAMS
The Dean of the Graduate School in collaboration with the Graduate Council, exercises overall review and supervision of
graduate programs conducted in all of the several schools and colleges listed on page 3 of the Graduate School Application
and provides guidance in the development of new programs of research and study. Graduate programs are developed in
accordance with the highest national professional standards within the respective fields. Inquiries concerning specific programs
of study and the possibility of research or teaching assistantships should be directed to the graduate program director of the
particular department; the specific address is listed in the application form.

4. ADMISSION TO THE UNIVERSITY
A non-refundable $65 application fee must be submitted by check or money order in United States dollars. The
check should be made payable to the University of Massachusetts and must accompany all graduate application materials.
NO APPLICATION WILL BE CONSIDERED WITHOUT THE FEE. If you do not have access to these funds but have a
relative or friend who does, mail your completed application to that individual, who can attach his/her check to your application.

Continued to inside back cover
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STANDARDIZED EXAMINATIONS
Most graduate programs require all applicants for admission to

submit score reports from at least one standardized examination
and in some cases as many as three, depending on desired program
and native language of the applicant.  For those applicants who are
applying for a University-wide fellowship, it is strongly recom-
mended that they take either the GRE or the GMAT even though
the program to which they are applying does not require an
entrance examination. To receive full consideration, the applica-
tion and standardized test scores must be received by the
program’s deadline, which requires taking the appropriate
examination(s) at least six weeks prior to that date. The registra-
tion form to take the GRE, GMAT, or TOEFL must be post-
marked at least one month before the scheduled testing date. In
order for the Graduate Admissions Office to receive the score
report, the applicant must list the University of Massachusetts
Amherst’s code number of 3917 as one of the score recipients. To
facilitate the processing of your application, it is suggested that
you attach a photocopy of all your standardized test score reports.
It is still necessary, however, to request official score reports from
the Educational Testing Service.

Graduate Record Examinations
GENERAL TEST

The Graduate Record Examination (GRE) General Test is
required of all applicants for admission except those applying to
Afro-American Studies, Art (M.F.A. and M.S. only), Biochemistry,
Chemistry, Counseling Psychology, Education, German, Labor
Studies, Management, Mathematics, Music (M.M. only), Sport
Management, and Hospitality and Tourism Management. Scores
from the GRE are acceptable as long as the examination was taken
within five years of the anticipated date of entrance. For all appli-
cants an official copy of the test results must be submitted from the
Educational Testing Service. Applicants with a doctoral degree (e.g.,
Ph.D., M.D., etc.) earned in the U.S. from a regionally accredited
institution or applicants with an international M.D. degree and the
ECFMG Certificate are waived from the GRE, GMAT and/or
TOEFL requirements.

SUBJECT TEST
Since a Graduate Record Examination Subject Test is not

required by all graduate programs, refer to the Requirements column
of the Graduate Programs and Degrees Offered section.

Graduate Management Admission Test
The Graduate Management Admission Test (GMAT) is required

of all applicants applying to Management, Sport Management, and
Hospitality and Tourism Management. Scores from the GMAT are
acceptable as long as the examination was taken within five years of
the anticipated date of entrance.

Test of English as a Foreign Language
Since all students are expected to read, understand, speak, and

write English fluently, all applicants whose native language is not
English, including those from India and the People’s Republic of
China, must demonstrate English language proficiency by taking the
Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) and achieving a
score of 550 or above. Applicants taking the computer-based test
must score 213 or above. A TOEFL score is valid for two years from
expected entrance date. TOEFL is not required if an applicant
satisfies one or more of these conditions:
1. Citizenship of Australia, Canada, Great Britain, Guyana, Ireland,

New Zealand, United States, an Anglophone country of Africa,
or an English-speaking country of the Caribbean.

2. A college or university degree earned in the United States or in
one of the countries listed above.

3. A degree earned from the American University in Beirut, Ameri-
can University in Bulgaria, American College of Greece or from
Bogazigi University.

4. Current enrollment as a full-time student who will have com-
pleted two academic years of college/university work in the
United States prior to the date of anticipated entrance at the
University of Massachusetts.

The University of Massachusetts Amherst institution code is 3917.

TRANSCRIPTS
Each applicant must submit two official copies of transcripts

from all undergraduate and graduate institutions attended where 6
or more credits were taken. Since all applicants must demonstrate
that they have a baccalaureate degree or its equivalent prior to
matriculation, it will be necessary for all seniors to submit a final
transcript indicating receipt of the degree prior to enrollment. If the
official transcripts and/or degree certificates are not in English,
certified translations must be submittd in duplicate.

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION
Each applicant must submit a minimum of two letters of

recommendation from individuals who can evaluate the quality of
their prior academic performance and their scholastic potential.
Applicants should use the enclosed forms and photocopy them if
additional forms are needed.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Every international applicant to the University of Massachusetts

Amherst must complete a INTERNATIONAL STUDENT
FINANCIAL STATEMENT. It must be submitted with the
application for admission and will become part of the applicant's
file. The information contained in this form will not affect
admission; however, it will be used to determine if the University
can provide visa sponsorship if the applicant is recommended for
admission.

GRADUATE TUITION AND FEES
The following tuition and fee schedule was in effect during the

2004-2005 academic year:

Tuition— Non-resident: $ 414.00 per credit
Maximum: $ 4,969.00 per semester

Fees— Full-time (9 or more credits): $ 3,772.00 per semester

Tuition for all courses regardless of level or type of registration
(credit or audit) is charged at the graduate rate.  Tuition and fees are
subject to change without prior notice.

WORLD WIDE WEB
Learn more about the University of Massachusetts Amherst on the
World Wide Web at

When an application with its application fee is processed, applicants
will be able to check the status of their application on the Internet.
To use this service applicants will need to know their admission ID
codes, which will be provided to them in a letter from the Graduate
Admissions Office.

www.umass.edu.
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GRADUATE PROGRAMS AND DEGREES OFFERED

      FALL     SPRING
GRADUATE DEGREE(S) APPLICATION APPLICATIONS PROGRAM ADDRESS  &
PROGRAM OFFERED   DEADLINE  CONSIDERED REQUIREMENTS* TELEPHONE NUMBER

Accounting M.S. Acctg. February 1 No GMAT School of Management
(15-month non-traditional (413) 545-5645
program, refer to program literature)

Afro-American Studies M.A., Ph.D. February 1 No Writing Sample New Africa House
(Does not offer a terminal (Ph.D. only) (413) 545-2751
master’s degree program)

Animal Biotechnology & M.S., Ph.D. February 1 Yes GRE General Test Paige Laboratory
Biomedical Science (413) 577-1193

Anthropology M.A., Ph.D. January 15 No Machmer Hall
(413) 545-2221

Applied Mathematics M.S. February 1 No Lederle Graduate
Research Center Tower
(413) 545-2282

Architecture & Design M.Arch., M.S. February 1 No GRE General Test & Fine Arts Center
Portfolio (413) 545-6937

Art M.A., M.F.A., February 1 No Fine Arts Center
M.S. (413) 545-6937

Art History M.A. January 15 Yes GRE General Test Bartlett Hall
(413) 545-3595

Astronomy M.S., Ph.D.** February 1 Yes GRE General Test & Lederle Graduate
Physics Subject Test Research Center Tower

(413) 545-2194

Biochemistry M.S. Febuary 1 Yes Lederle GRC Tower
(Only current UMass students (413) 577-3804
are eligible for terminal M.S.;
Ph.D. offered through
Molecular & Cellular Biology)

Chemical Engineering M.S.Ch.E., February 1 No GRE General Test Goessmann Laboratory
Ph.D. (413) 545-2507

Chemistry M.S., Ph.D.** February 1 Yes Lederle Graduate
Research Center Tower
(413) 545-2664

Chinese M.A. February 1 No GRE General Test Herter Hall
(413) 545-0886

Civil Engineering M.S.C.E., February 1 Yes GRE General Test Marston Hall
Ph.D. (413) 545-0685

Communication M.A., Ph.D. January 15 No GRE General Test & Machmer Hall
3 Letters of (413) 545-2795
Recommendation

Communication Disorders M.A., Ph.D. February 1 Yes GRE General Test Arnold House
(413) 545-0131

Comparative Literature M.A., Ph.D. February 1 No GRE General Test & South College
Writing Samples (413) 545-0929

Computer Science M.S., Ph.D. December 15 No GRE General Test Computer Science
Building
(413) 545-2744

Off-campus PEEAS M.S. March 1 Yes GRE General Test same as above

Economics M.A., Ph.D. January 15 No GRE General Test Thompson Hall
(413) 545-2082

Education M.Ed., Ed.D. January 15 Refer to Furcolo Hall
(C.A.G.S.) www.umass.edu/education (413) 545-6984

Electrical & Computer M.S.E.C.E., January 15 Yes GRE General Test Marcus Hall
   Engineering Ph.D. (413) 545-3641

Off-campus PEEAS M.S.E.C.E. March 1 Yes GRE General Test same as above

Engineering Management M.S. Eng. Mgt. July 1 Yes GRE General Test Engineering Laboratory
(Off-campus PEEAS only) (413) 545-3827
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GRADUATE PROGRAMS AND DEGREES OFFERED
      FALL     SPRING

GRADUATE DEGREE(S) APPLICATION APPLICATIONS PROGRAM ADDRESS  &
PROGRAM OFFERED   DEADLINE  CONSIDERED REQUIREMENTS* TELEPHONE NUMBER

English M.A., Ph.D., January 15 No GRE General Test Bartlett Hall
(required M.A., Ph.D.;
recommended M.F.A.);
English Subject Test (413) 545-0979
(M.A. & Ph.D.) or

M.F.A. January 15 No Writing Samples (M.F.A.) (413) 545-0643 (M.F.A.)

Entomology M.S., Ph.D. February 1 Yes GRE General Test & Fernald Hall
Biology Subject Test (413) 545-2284

Environmental Engineering M.S. Env. E. February 1 Yes GRE General Test Marston Hall
(413) 545-0686

Exercise Science M.S., Ph. D. February 1 No GRE General Test Totman Building
(413) 545-1337

Food Science M.S., Ph.D. February 1 Yes GRE General Test Chenoweth Laboratory
(413) 545-2278

Forest Resources M.S., Ph.D. February 1 Yes GRE General Test Holdsworth Natural
Resources Center
(413) 545-2665

French and Francophone M.A., M.A.T. February 1 Yes GRE General Test Herter Hall
Studies (413) 545-2314

Geography M.S. February 1 Yes GRE General Test Morrill Science Center
(413) 545-2286

Geosciences M.S., Ph.D. ** February 1 Yes GRE General Test Morrill Science Center
(413) 545-2286

Germanic Languages & M.A., Ph.D. February 1 Yes Herter Hall
   Literatures (413) 545-2350

Hispanic Literatures M.A., M.A.T., February 1 No GRE General Test & Herter Hall
   & Linguistics Ph.D. Sample Academic Term Paper (413) 545-0544

History M.A., Ph.D. February 1 No GRE General Test & Herter Hall
A Writing Sample (413) 545-6755

Hospitality & Tourism M.S. February 1 Yes GMAT Flint Laboratory
   Management (413) 545-2535

Industrial Engineering & M.S.I.E.O.R., February 1 Yes GRE General Test Engineering Laboratory
   Operations Research Ph.D. (413) 545-3827

Italian Studies M.A.T. February 1 Yes GRE General Test Herter Hall
(413) 545-2314

Japanese M.A. February 1 No GRE General Test Herter Hall
(413) 545-0886

Labor Studies M.S. February 1 Yes Gordon Hall
(413) 545-4875

Landscape Architecture M.L.A., February 1        Contact Program GRE General Test Hills North
M.L.A./M.R.P. Director & Portfolio (413) 545-2266

Latin & Classical Humanities M.A.T. February 1 No GRE General Test Herter Hall
(413) 545-0512

Linguistics M.A., Ph.D. January 15 No GRE General Test South College
(Does not offer terminal (413) 545-0889
master’s degree program)

Management M.B.A., Ph.D. February 1 No GMAT Isenberg School of Management
P.M.B.A.† July 1 Yes GMAT (413) 545-5608

†part-time, off-campus program

Mathematics M.S., Ph.D. February 1 Yes Lederle Graduate
Research Center Tower
(413) 545-2282

Mechanical Engineering M.S.M.E., Ph.D. February 1 Yes GRE General Test Engineering Laboratory
(413) 545-3827

Microbiology M.S., Ph.D. December 1 Yes GRE General Test Morrill Science Center IV North
(413) 545-6675

Molecular & Cellular M.S., Ph.D. January 15 No GRE General Test 435 Morrill Science Center North
   Biology (Ph.D. only) (413) 545-3246
(Only current UMass students
are eligible for terminal M.S.)
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GRADUATE PROGRAMS AND DEGREES OFFERED
      FALL     SPRING

GRADUATE DEGREE(S) APPLICATION APPLICATIONS PROGRAM ADDRESS  &
PROGRAM OFFERED   DEADLINE  CONSIDERED REQUIREMENTS* TELEPHONE NUMBER

Music M.M., Ph.D. February 1 Yes Orig. Scores, Research, Fine Arts Center
Audition or Tape, & (413) 545-0311
Placement Tests

Neuroscience & Behavior M.S., Ph.D. January 2 No GRE General Test; Morrill Science Center South
(Only current UMass students Subject Test strongly (413) 545-2046
are elibigle for terminal M.S.) recommended

Nursing M.S., M.S./M.P.H. February 1 Yes GRE General Test Arnold House
M.S./M.P.H. in conjunction Ph.D. March 15 (413) 545-2703
with Public Health

Nutrition M.S., M.P.H. February 1 Yes GRE General Test Chenoweth Laboratory
(Ph.D. offered through (413) 545-0740
Public Health)

Organismic & Evolutionary M.S., Ph.D. December 1 No GRE General Test, & Morrill Science Center South
Biology 3 Letters of Recommendation (413) 545-0928

Philosophy M.A., Ph.D. February 1 No GRE General Test, Bartlett Hall
Writing Sample, & 3 Letters (413) 545-2330
of Recommendation

Physics M.S., Ph.D.** Feburary 1 Yes GRE General Test & Lederle Graduate
Physics Subject Test Research Center Tower

(413) 545-2548

Plant Biology M.S., Ph.D.** January 2 Yes GRE General Test Morrill Science Center
(413) 577-3217

Plant & Soil Sciences M.S., Ph.D. February 1 Yes GRE General Test Bowditch Hall
(413) 545-2963

Political Science M.A., Ph.D. February 1 Yes (M.A. only) GRE General Test, Writing Thompson Hall
No (Ph.D.) Sample & 3 Letters of (413) 545-0410

Recommendation

Polymer Science & M.S., Ph.D. February 1 No GRE General Test Conte Polymer
   Engineering Research Center
(Does not offer terminal (413) 545-0433
master’s degree program)

Psychology M.S., Ph.D. December 1 No GRE General Test Tobin Hall
(Does not offer terminal  (Clinical) & 3 Letters of (413) 545-2503
master’s degree program) February 1 Recommendation

 (Others)

Public Policy & M.P.P.A. February 1 No GRE General Test Thompson Hall
Administration (413) 545-3940

Public Health M.S., M.P.H., February 1 Yes GRE General Test Arnold House
(M.S./M.P.H. in conjunction Ph.D. (413) 545-4603
with Nursing)

Regional Planning M.R.P., Ph.D., February 1 Contact GRE General Test Hills North
(Does not offer dual M.L.A./M.R.P. Program (413) 545-2266
M.R.P./Ph.D. Program;
M.R.P./J.D. in conjunction
with Western New England College)

Resource Economics M.S., Ph.D. February 1 No GRE General Test Stockbridge Hall
(413) 545-5732

School Psychology Ph.D. January 15 No Hills South
(413) 545-3610

Sociology M.A., Ph.D. February 1 No GRE General Test, Thompson Hall
Writing Sample & 3 (413) 545-4057
Letters of Recommendation

Sport Management M.S., Ph.D. February 1 No GMAT for M.S., GMAT Isenberg School of Management
or GRE for Ph.D. (413) 545-0441

Theater M.F.A. February 1 No GRE General Test; Fine Arts Center
Critical Essays, & (413) 545-3490
Portfolios

Wildlife & Fisheries M.S., Ph.D. February 1 Yes GRE General Test Holdsworth Natural
   Conservation Resources Center

(413) 545-2665

*In addition to a minimum of two letters of recommendation and two official copies of transcripts from all schools attended.
**Also offers a Five College Ph.D.



HELPFUL HINTS
To expedite the processing of your application, you can apply and pay your application fee on-line at

www.umass.edu/gradschool/. Although files are started for all credentials received, you can expedite the processing
of your application by making sure that:
1) Your application is submitted to the Graduate Admissions Office before requesting that transcripts, GRE or

GMAT scores, and letters of recommendation be sent.
2) All credentials, especially “older” transcripts, have your name in the same form in which it appears on your

application. Nicknames should also be avoided in letters of recommendation, particularly when the University of
Massachusetts’ form is not being used.

3) Your application fee check is securely attached to your application. Remember, your application will not be
processed if the fee is not enclosed.

4) All transcripts requested are sent in duplicate. A single copy will delay the processing of your application by as
much as three weeks.

5) If your GRE General Test or GMAT scores are older than five years from your anticipated date of entrance, you
must retake the appropriate standardized examination. Waivers of this policy will not be accepted.

6) Your application is filed with the Graduate Admissions Office as soon as possible, since programs begin making
admissions and financial decisions shortly after their posted deadline. The Graduate Admissions Office will
acknowledge receipt of your application. Once you receive that letter you will be able to access the status of your
application using the Internet.

SEND ALL APPLICATION MATERIAL DIRECTLY TO:

Graduate Admissions Office
Goodell Building

University of Massachusetts
140 Hicks Way

Amherst, MA  01003-9333, U.S.A.

ADDRESSES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS
    Area code (413)

University Switchboard (access to all campus telephones) .......................................................................... 545-0111
Graduate Admissions Office, Goodell Building .......................................................................................... 545-0722
Graduate School FAX ................................................................................................................................ 577-0010
Commuter Services and Housing Resource Center, Student Union ............................................................ 545-0865
Disability Services Office, Whitmore Administration Building ................................................................... 545-0892
Family Student Housing Office, Wysocki House ........................................................................................ 545-3115
Housing Assignment Office, Whitmore Administration Building ............................................................... 545-2100
International Programs Office, Hills South ................................................................................................ 545-2843
Visitors Center, Opposite Whitmore Administration Building ................................................................... 545-0306

DIRECTIONS FROM BOSTON • SPRINGFIELD • NEW YORK
From the East (Boston area): Massachusetts Turnpike (I-90) to Exit 8 (Route 32, Palmer).  Right on Route 32 to U.S.
20.  Right on U.S. 20 to Route 181.  Right on 181 to U.S. 202 (Belchertown).  U.S. 202 to Route 9.  Left on Route 9
to Amherst Center.  Right on North Pleasant Street to campus.

Alternate route:  I-90 to Exit 4 (I-91, West Springfield).  I-91 North to Exit 19 (Route 9, Northampton). Right on
Route 9 to Route 116 North.  Route 116 North to UMass exit.

Alternate route:  Route 2 West to Route U.S. 202 (Orange).  Route U.S. 202 South to “Route 9 and 116 Amherst”
exit, at blinker (Pelham).  Right to Amherst Center.  Right on North Pleasant Street to campus.

From the South (NJ, NY, Connecticut area):  I-91 North to Exit 19.  Right on Route 9 to Route 116 North.  Route
116 North to UMass exit.

Driving time from Boston is 2 hours, from NYC, 3-1/2 hours.

VISITORS CENTER
The Robsham Center for Visitors, which is located across Massachusetts Avenue from the Whitmore Administration
Building, is open weekdays from 9:00am - 4:30pm; on weekends from 10:30am - 3:00pm. General information and
campus maps are available at the Center, and on weekends a Graduate School application and Bulletin can be
acquired there.
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APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION

GRADUATE SCHOOL

UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS  AMHERST

I. PERSONAL INFORMATION

Full Name

       Permanent address

                  Tel. No.

       Mailing address (until       /       /       )

                   Tel No.

E-Mail Address (if you have one): Valid Until:

U.S. Social Security Number:     -           - Date of Birth:      month                  day               year

❏   Male      ❏   Female                     ❏   Married      ❏   Single

❏   United States citizen     ❏   U.S. permanent resident     ❏   F Visa     ❏   J Visa     ❏   Visa not yet obtained     ❏   Other

If not U.S. Citizen:   Country of Citizenship: City of Birth:

II. PROGRAM AND DEGREE (Use only Program names and degrees from Graduate Programs and Degrees Offered section pgs. 5-7.)

PROGRAM:

(Sub-field or special interest):

DEGREE (specify):      ❏   Doctoral  ❏   Master’s (specify which master’s degree, where applicable:          )

              ❏   Five College Doctoral  ❏   Master’s, then Doctoral (specify which master’s degree:          )

OTHER:                                    ❏   Certificate of Advanced Graduate Study (C.A.G.S.), in Education only

Have you ever previously made an application (degree or non-degree) to this Graduate School? ❏ Yes  ❏ No   if so, when

Have you ever previously registered for a course through this Graduate School? ❏ Yes  ❏ No   if so, when

III. FINANCIAL AID

Want to be considered for: ❏   Fellowship ❏   Assistantship (No separate application required)

IV. EDUCATION AND STANDARDIZED TEST SCORES

Test scores if known or scheduled test date: GRE*         GMAT*

*Official Score report still required from Educational Testing Service                                      TOEFL*

Cumulative Grade Point Average (on A = 4.0)              Average in major field

List in chronological order all colleges and universities attended. Two official transcripts must be sent to the Graduate School from
each institution attended. Failure to list all institutions attended will be reason for denial of this application.

    Dates of Attendance     Major/     Degree Granted
All Institutions Attended From To      Field        or Expected

Undergraduate          and Date

Graduate

ANTICIPATED entrance:
❏  Summer    ❏  Fall    ❏  Spring

Year 20___

Last (Family)    First       Middle       List any other name(s) which
may appear on transcripts being submitted

No. and Street

City State/Country Zip Code (include Area Code)

City State/Country Zip Code (include Area Code)

mm    dd       yy                No. and Street

   (Undergraduate)   (Graduate)  (Undergraduate)  (Graduate)

Verbal        Quant.                 Analyt.      Subject

For Office Use Only

          ❏  $65





GRADUATE SCHOOL, UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS AMHERST

V. REFERENCES
Names of at least two persons acquainted with your academic and/or professional experience. Give one of the attached
recommendation forms to each, to be returned directly to the Graduate Admissions Office.

Name and Title Address

__________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________

VI. EXPERIENCE

List any significant professional or career related experiences:

Employer Employer’s Address  Position Approximate Dates

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List significant academic honors or awards and honor society memberships:

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Describe any teaching or tutoring experience: _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

VII. PERSONAL STATEMENT
Prepare a brief but carefully written statement regarding: 1) reasons you want to do graduate work in this field, 2) your specific
interests and experiences in this field, 3) any special skills or experiences that may relate to an assistantship, and 4) your career plans.
If you use a separate page for this statement, be sure to list your name, birth date, and desired program at the top of the page.

Date ___________________________________________________ Signature ___________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                                                                           October 2004





Return to: Graduate Admissions Office
Goodell Building   RECOMMENDATION FORM
University of Massachusetts
140 Hicks Way
Amherst, MA  01003-9333, U.S.A.

Applicant:  Fill in the top of this form, then give to referee. Your name should Date
be listed here as it appears on your  application form. If your referee chooses to use another
type of recommendation form, attach this page as a cover page.

Name of Applicant Degree sought

Proposed Graduate Program Sub-field

Deadline for completion of application Date of Birth:  month day year

Under the provisions of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, I waive my right of access to this letter of recom-
mendation; the University of Massachusetts may, therefore, consider it confidential.

(Optional)

Please comment on the applicant’s ability to carry on advanced graduate study and research, his/her general character, stability, and
preparation for a successful career in the chosen field. Compare applicant to others you have known in this field. Your prompt reply (see
date above) will be sincerely appreciated.

I would rank this student in the top              % of approximately              students I have taught in              years.

Upper 10%   Upper 25%   Upper half    No Basis
Upper 1 or 2% but not upper but not upper but not upper Lower half         for

    1 or 2%       10%        25%   Judgement

   Breadth of General Knowledge
   Ability in Oral Expression
   Ability in Written Expression
   Perseverance
   Emotional Maturity
   Imagination and Probable Creativity
   Potential as a Teacher

Signature

Name (print) Date

Institution Position

Address Zip

Last First                Middle

Signature of Applicant





Return to: Graduate Admissions Office
Goodell Building   RECOMMENDATION FORM
University of Massachusetts
140 Hicks Way
Amherst, MA  01003-9333, U.S.A.

Applicant:  Fill in the top of this form, then give to referee. Your name should Date
be listed here as it appears on your  application form. If your referee chooses to use another
type of recommendation form, attach this page as a cover page.

Name of Applicant Degree sought

Proposed Graduate Program Sub-field

Deadline for completion of application Date of Birth:  month day year

Under the provisions of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, I waive my right of access to this letter of recom-
mendation; the University of Massachusetts may, therefore, consider it confidential.

(Optional)

Please comment on the applicant’s ability to carry on advanced graduate study and research, his/her general character, stability, and
preparation for a successful career in the chosen field. Compare applicant to others you have known in this field. Your prompt reply (see
date above) will be sincerely appreciated.

I would rank this student in the top              % of approximately              students I have taught in              years.

  Upper 10%   Upper 25%   Upper half    No Basis
Upper 1 or 2% but not upper but not upper but not upper Lower half         for

    1 or 2%       10%        25%   Judgement

   Breadth of General Knowledge
   Ability in Oral Expression
   Ability in Written Expression
   Perseverance
   Emotional Maturity
   Imagination and Probable Creativity
   Potential as a Teacher

Signature

Name (print) Date

Institution Position

Address Zip

Last First                Middle

Signature of Applicant





INTERNATIONAL STUDENT FINANCIAL STATEMENT

University of Massachusetts Amherst

Every international applicant to the University of Massachusetts Amherst must complete this statement.
It must be submitted with your application and will become part of your file. The information con-
tained in this form will not affect your admission. It will be used, however, to determine if the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts will be able to provide you with visa sponsorship. Be sure to read all sections
carefully and remember to include requested documentaion. PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE. This form is
two-sided, so be sure to complete both sides.

ESTIMATED EXPENSES FOR THE 2005-2006 ACADEMIC YEAR*

Single student - 28,400USD
Student Accompanied By One Dependent - 33,900USD
Student Accompanied By More Than One Dependent - 33,900USD for self and first dependent;
3,000USD for each additional dependent.
*If you are applying for a future academic year increase the above figures by 5% per year.

Please refer to the above estimates when completing this form. If the University of Massachusetts is to
provide visa sponsorship for you, we must have evidence that you can meet these expenses. Available
funds and/or support from the University of Massachusetts must meet or exceed the estimate of ex-
penses if visa sponsorship is to be provided.

Check one or more as applicable.

— I will be totally reliant on the University of Massachusetts for financial support. (If you check this,
stop here. Sign and date this form where indicated on the reverse side and submit this statement
with your application.)

— I have personal funds to meet some or all of my expenses and I guarantee that these funds will be
available to me in the United States. I enclose proof of this funding. (A statement from a bank or
other financial institution is acceptable proof as long as it is dated within the past two (2) months.)
The amount of personal funding available to me is _______________________ USD.

— I have been granted a scholarship, loan or other funding from an agency, company, governmental
office, bank or other source. A copy of the award letter is enclosed and the award is in the amount
of_______________________ USD.

— I will be supported, in part or full, by another individual. He/She has completed the following
statement and has enclosed proof of ability to provide me with support. (This statement must be
completed by all sponsors, even family members.)

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Please note that the form I-134, or any variation thereof, is not an acceptable proof of funding sources.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○



SPONSOR'S STATEMENT - MUST BE NOTARIZED

I ,                                                                                 , am willing to offer support in the amount of
USD to (name of student)

for his/her studies at the University of Massachusetts Amherst. I certify that I have sufficient funds to
support this individual and have enclosed proof of the availability of these funds. (A statement from a
bank or other financial institution is sufficient evidence as long as it is dated within the past two (2)
months.) I further certify that these funds are readily accessible for use in the United States.

Signature: ____________________________________ Name (printed): ____________________________

Relationship to applicant: ____________________________________ Date: ________________________

E-mail Address: __________________________________ Fax Number: ____________________________

NOTARY STATEMENT:

Please read and sign this statement and return completed form with your application:

I certify that the information provided on this form is accurate. I understand that the University of
Massachusetts Amherst cannot provide me with a visa sponsorship until I present evidence of sufficient
funds which can later include financial support from the University of Massachusetts — either with this
form or at a subsequent date. I further understand that the informtion provided in this statement will
not affect my admissibility to the University of Massachusetts Amherst.

Date: __________________________________ Signature: ________________________________________

Date of Birth: __________________________ Name (Printed): __________________________________

Fax Number: ___________________________ City and Country where fax is located: _______________

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________________



Applicants may be considered for admission to master’s or doctoral degree programs if they have attained the baccalaureate
degree at an American college or university, or possess an equivalent degree. “Equivalent” means four years of University
undergraduate work, preceded by at least 12 years of elementary and secondary school studies. Most foreign four-year
degrees are recognized as being equivalent; however, the three-year Indian Bachelor of Arts, Science, and
Commerce degrees and other three-year Asian degrees are not considered to be equivalent.

The deadline for receipt of the Graduate School Application form for September entrance varies from December 15 to
February 1 depending on desired program of study, (refer to pages 3-5), October 1 for those wishing to enroll in January. Refer
to the application form as some programs have an earlier deadline or do not admit applicants for the spring semester. Applica-
tions will not be fully considered until all required documentation (including TOEFL) has been received. An applicant who
delays may find that the respective academic department’s annual admissions allocation has been filled before his or her
application is completely processed. Get your application, credentials, and score reports in early!

Only the Dean of the Graduate School has authority to admit or deny admission to graduate applicants. Statements about
admission, either expressed or implied (verbally or written) from any other source are not final or binding on the University of
Massachusetts and will not be honored in and of themselves. When admissibility has been determined, you will receive a
formal letter from the Graduate Dean and information from the International Programs Office about the process to receive your
visa documents.

A master’s degree program can take up to three years to complete while a doctoral program can take six years, especially in
scientific fields.

Applicants from foreign countries who apply for admission must submit the following materials to the Graduate School:

1. A completed Graduate School Application form.
2. A $65 application fee check drawn on a U.S. bank (fee cannot be waived or deferred).
3. The International Student Financial Statement is required of all international students.
4. Two (2) official transcripts or notarized copies of your academic record from each college or university you have attended,

together with a certified photostatic copy of each degree and diploma earned. If the official transcripts, degrees and diplomas
are not in English, certified English translations must accompany them.

5. Letters of recommendation (academic references) from two (2) professors or instructors who have taught you in courses in
the field you are applying to here. Use the “Recommendation Forms” in the Graduate School Application     form.

6. Scores from the following standard examinations, all of which are conducted worldwide by the Educational Testing Service,
Princeton, New Jersey:

TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language)—refer to Section 2b;

GRE (Graduate Record Examination)—General Test required by nearly all graduate programs — (refer to Section 5);

GRE SUBJECT TEST (not a universal requirement—refer to pages 3-5 of this Application form for those programs requiring a
Subject Test);

GMAT (Graduate Management Admission Test)—for graduate applicants to Management (Business Administration),
Hospitality and Tourism Management, and Sport Management.

For further information regarding these standardized examinations, refer to the Application form and information from the
Educational Testing Service.

5. THE GRADUATE RECORD EXAMINATION GENERAL TEST (GRE)
The Graduate Record Examination General Test is administered by the Educational Testing Service in most countries of the
world. The GRE is the standardized examination used by the majority of colleges and universities in the United States as one
criterion to evaluate graduate applicants. There is no minimum passing score at the University of Massachusetts, but results are
used, together with transcripts and letters of recommendation, to help the Graduate School and the respective departments in
their evaluations. You can usually take the General Test and one Subject Test on the same day; each Test will take two to three
hours.

6. UNIVERSITY FUNDING
The University does not award student funding of any kind unless this is explicitly stated in writing by the graduate department
to which the applicant has applied. Assistance in the form of a teaching or research assistantship is becoming increasingly
limited. Tuition scholarships and fellowships are few and are not usually awarded during the first year of attendance, before the
student has an academic performance record at the University itself. All applicants should plan on being self-financed, without
recourse to part-time employment at the University, at least through the first academic year, unless they have specifically been
offered some form of assistance by the department.

The University’s International Programs Office offers a limited number of tuition scholarships for foreign graduate students.
These are awarded on the basis of financial need and academic performance. Recommendations from the student’s academic
program play an important part in determining who will be awarded these waivers of tuition, and competition for the tuition
scholarships is great. Those incoming graduate students who have not received any other type of financial assistance and who
are interested in applying for a tuition waiver should contact their department directly. Applicants should be aware that the
competition for new student tuition waivers is intense. Very few waivers are granted to new students and the few that are
granted, are based only on departmental recommendations.

7. GRADUATE ASSISTANTSHIPS AND FELLOWSHIPS
a. Graduate Assistantships
The University offers a number of teaching and research assistantships in the instructional and research programs of various
departments. International applicants who are awarded assistantships, and who have no supplemental means of support, must
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make sure that the assistantship is adequate to meet their minimum financial needs (see insert “Estimate of Expenses”).
Graduate assistants are not required to pay tuition charges provided their stipend is $5,864 or higher ($2,932 is the minimum for
a one semester waiver of tuition and most fees). Assistantships are awarded for a maximum of one academic year at a time. A
graduate assistantship is not a scholarship, and a full assistantship requires a work contribution by the student averaging 20
hours per week, and Federal and State income taxes will be withheld from earnings.
b. Research Assistantships
 A number of research assistantships, with no teaching duties, are available to qualified graduate students in various depart-
ments. Funds are provided by either private industry, the U.S. Government (especially in agriculture, engineering, and the
sciences), or by the University itself.
c. Teaching Assistantships
Many departments offer teaching assistantships to qualified, enrolled graduate students. International applicants are eligible for
these assistantships. Since teaching assistantships involve instruction, all incoming students who have been awarded a teaching
assistantship and whose native language is not English must demonstrate oral English proficiency, either by passing the Test of
Spoken English administered by the Education Testing Service (ETS) at their own expense before their arrival on campus or by
passing the SPEAK test upon arrival on campus at no cost to the student. In order to pass the TSE or SPEAK test, students must
score 50 or above.
d. University Fellowships
These Fellowships are awarded to graduate students on a very competitive basis and are intended to help superior students
pursue graduate study without a work requirement and obtain a degree in the minimum possible time. A University Fellowship
is normally for only one year. A tuition waiver accompanies a University Fellowship.

8. MISCELLANEOUS
a. Obtaining a Visa
International students admitted to any American university need a “Certificate of Eligibility,” issued by the admitting institution,
indicating that they have been accepted as full-time degree-seeking students, that they have the required proficiency in the
English language, and that there is sufficent financial support for their education. The University of Massachusetts will normally
provide the foreign applicant with either the I-20 or DS-2019 form to enable him/her to apply for a visa with which to enter the
United States. The University of Massachusetts cannot issue the I-20 to part-time or non-degree students. Students entering the
United States on the I-20/DS-2019 of another institution will not be considered for admission to the University of Massachu-
setts without first having attended the other institution. Visa documents will not be issued until the applicant has accepted the
University’s offer of admission and has satisfied International Programs Office requirements for document issuance.
b. Travel Considerations
Amherst, the town where the University is located, is about 90 miles (145 km) from Boston and 170 miles (270 km) from New
York City. The closest major airport is Bradley International Airport in Hartford, Connecticut, and while few flights go directly to
Bradley from abroad, it is  possible to get connecting flights from other major U.S. airports. (Bradley Airport is about 50 miles
(80 km) from Amherst and does offer bus service to the University. Bus service is also available from New York and Boston.)
c. Housing
Limited graduate housing is available in the Prince Residential Complex, the University’s only graduate student housing. Married
students can apply for housing in the University-owned apartments, but there is much competition for this type of housing, and
it is not always possible to obtain one of these apartments. THERE IS NO SPECIAL CONSIDERATION GIVEN TO FOREIGN
STUDENTS WHO APPLY FOR ANY TYPE OF UNIVERSITY HOUSING. All students have equal opportunity for housing, and
housing assignments are made based on the date of application. In addition to University-owned housing, there are many
privately owned apartment complexes in Amherst and the surrounding area. Many students choose this type of housing which,
while sometimes more expensive than University housing, offers many facilities not found in campus accommodations.
d. Medical Care and Insurance
All students who register at the University of Massachusetts Amherst must pay a Basic Health Fee (approximately $575 per
academic year) as part of their registration fees, entitling them to free (or inexpensive) service at the University Health Services.
For most graduate students with assistantships this fee is waived. In addition, the University of Massachusetts requires that all
students maintain adequate hospitalization/major medical insurance coverage. This requirement is usually met by enrollment in
the University’s Supplemental Health Benefits Plan; the cost is about $1,650. (Complete medical coverage costs an additional
$2,000/year for the dependents of a student and is strongly recommended as there is no national health program in this
country.)
e. Employment
Immigration regulations concerning employment are strict. In general, you should not plan to work while you are in the United
States. You are expected to provide evidence that you have sufficient funds to make employment unnecessary. IT IS ALSO
IMPORTANT THAT YOU REALIZE THAT, IN MOST CASES, IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR A SPOUSE AND/OR DEPENDENTS OF
STUDENTS TO WORK.
f. Extracurricular and Community Affairs
Many cultural, recreational, and social activities are offered by student societies and other groups of the Five College community.
The International Students Association organizes a number of activities which are helpful and enjoyable to international
students. In addition, there is an active Hospitality Program which introduces interested students to local families and may be
the start of many friendships. There are also special cultural and language programs for spouses of students.
g. Climate, Clothing, and Sports
Autumn is cool and sometimes rainy, but it is a beautiful season of colorful foliage. Overcoat weather begins in October or
November, and snow usually remains on the ground through March. Overcoats, boots, and rainwear are essential. Spring is
warm but unpredictable, with occasional rain, and the months of July and August are often uncomfortably hot and humid.

Outdoor sports include bicycling, hiking, cross-country and downhill skiing, tennis, and swimming in nearby ponds or on-
campus indoor pools.
h. Disclosures
The University provides information related to campus safety and additional federal disclosure requirements at www.umass.edu/
disclosure. This information is also available upon written request.
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