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“Paintings of Daniel Kojo Schrade at the Goethe Institute Inter Nations Accra, Ghana”

From: Jochen Meister, Introductory speech
to Daniel Kojo Schrade’s exhibition:
“New Work” at Offenburg 16.05.2003

Stop / Look / Listen this sequence of words explains itself within the context of Daniel Kojo
Schrade’s biography, he found this sequence in Ghana his father’s country. These words are
meant as a warning at train crossings. You are told to stop, watch out and listen for a train which
is eventually approaching. These train crossings are unexpected meeting points, places of
communication between people in the same situation.

Someone tells a story, someone listens to what someone has to tell, you aren’t just guided past
the danger part — safely but in silence, you participate, you communicate.

That’s what interests Daniel Kojo Schrade. That’s the reason why Schrade uses this sequence of
words as raw material for his work, but not to tell the history of Ghanaian train crossings or
remind us to communicate more. Let alone exploit folkloristic scenes in a multicultural way. Just
the opposite: Stop-Look-Listen is raw material for his work, his desire of painting.



In “brother beethoven” a series of paintings where Daniel Kojo Schrade refers to a state of mind,
a cultural condition: African and European culture meeting each other, as experienced by the
painter— in his one biography.

With the word “brother”, the key word, epitome of the African emancipation movement, he
addresses the icon of classical western music. Investigated by the fact that the composer’s
grandmother might have come from Surinam.

Set against his biographical background his pictures use neither the popular clichés associated
with African art, the so-called “primitivisms” used by the classic modern nor the forms of
contemporary airport art. Daniel Kojo Schrade’s work combine “gestic” painting with the power
inherent in concepts.
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