
NE1020 – Coordinated Wine Grape Variety Evaluations in the Eastern US 
Massachusetts Planting  

Cold Spring Orchard, Belchertown MA 
 
 

Schisandra chinensis vines 
 

Chambourcin Reisling Vidal St Croix Frontenac Corot Noir La Crescent Noiret Marquette 
La Crescent Chambourcin Reisling Marquette Corot Noir Noiret St Croix Frontenac Vidal 

Vidal Marquette La Crescent Reisling St Croix Chambourcin Noiret Corot Noir Frontenac 
Frontenac Corot Noir Noiret Marquette Reisling La Crescent Vidal St Croix Chambourcin 

Noiret Frontenac Corot Noir La Crescent Marquette Reisling Chambourcin Vidal St Croix 
Corot Noir St Croix Chambourcin Vidal Frontenac Marquette Reisling La Crescent Noiret 
Marquette Noiret Frontenac St Croix Vidal Corot Noir Chambourcin Reisling La Crescent 
St Croix La Crescent Vidal Chambourcin Noiret Frontenac Marquette Corot Noir Reisling 

 
Table Grapes (Mars) 

 
Table Grapes (Marquis) 

 
Table Grapes (Vanessa) 

 
 
Core Varieties – Chambourcin (101-14), Frontenac, St. Croix, Vidal (101-14) 
Additional Varieties – Corot Noir, La Crescent, Marquette, Noiret (101-14), Reisling  
 
Climate: Warm growing season – 2590 GDD base 50; Cold/very cold dormant season 
– 30 yr avg. is estimated to be 12.5ºF) 
Location: 42º 15’ 08” N   72º 21’ 40” W. Elev. 176 m. Bordered on the west by woods, 
south by field then woods, east and north by open field. 
 
Vines planted in 3 vine panels in a randomized complete block design; grow tubes 
used, removed mid-summer. Row spacing is 10’, vine spacing is 8’. 
 
Trellis constructed using pt wood posts and high tensile wire; mid wire at 3’, high wire 
at 6’ to accommodate VSP or High Cordon training systems. Trellis end posts at 60˚ 
angle, secured w/ anchor wires. Irrigation to be installed 2009, though site is not 
droughty. 
 
Standard weed, insect, disease management program used in planting year. 
Hard fescue sod middles seeded in early summer. 
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