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Date Meeting/Event Location Time Information
December New England Center of New -- Duane Greene,
1315, Vegeable and Fruit Hampshire Radisson 4135455219
2005 Conference* Hotel, Manchester, NH

* See page 2 for more information on the Conference

Appl e maturity r eport

Here are theresults (Page 4) from recent apple maturity testing of mid-fall apples.

Many Massachusetts orchards should be winding up harvest on Mcintosh destined for CA
storagethis week. Starch indexes are already 5-6 this week in Belchertown. Once McIntosh
reaches a solid 6 it should generally be put in short-term storage or sold immediately. Drop has
been minimal in ReTain treated blodks despite above average temperatures. Color could still be
better, however, it has continued to improve

Harvest of Honeycrisp should be complete by now except at highe elevations Later harvested
Honecyrisp have a highe risk of developing soft scald and off-flavor.

Cortland Bparticularly Redcort strain Dare starting to be picked and will continueto be
harvested over the next week. The starch-iodinetest does notwork particularly well on Cortland.
Watch for obliquebanded leaf roller injury in Cortland as they are paticularly attractive to this
up-and-coming pest.

Macounand Empire are still aweek away at minimum. Empire harvest could start next week,
butit lookslike Macounwon®develop goodvarietal flavor until thefirst week in Octobe. Taste
isthebest indicator of harvest timing for Macoun.

Jonagold Bparticularly red coloring strainslike Morren®@ Supra and Rubingtar Bcould be
picked before this weekend if starch-index readings are in the 5-6 range Morren® Suprain
Belchertown are very nice rightnow.

Looking at last year@ ripening, we are till alittle benind GverageQ would say. Continueto
monitor fruit as a changeto cool weather will hasten maturity. Apple maturity test results will
continueto be poded onthe UMass Fruit Advisor as they become available:

¢ http://www.umass.eduffruitadvisor/clementsarticles’2005havest/2005havest.html
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New England V egetable and FRUIT Confe rence

The New England Vegeable & Berry Conference and the New England Fruit Meeting have
officially merged into the New England Vegetable and FRUIT Conference, which will behdd
every two years. The conference will behdd this December 13, 14, 15 at the Radisson Hotdl in
Manchester, NH and will indude 24 educationd sessionsover 3 days, covering major vegetable,
berry and tree fruit cropsas well as variousspecial topics. A Farmer-to-Farmer meeting after
each morning and afternoonsession will bring speakers and farmerstogeher for informal, in-
depth discussion on certain issues.

This conference is puttogeher with close collaboration between growers and Extensgon from
across theregion. The steering committee gathers the best speakers from within our region and
across thecounty to let you know aboutthelatest innovaionsand advances in thefruit and
vegeable indudry.

Twenty-five educationd sessionsover three days will mix the best theory and practice
regarding mgjor fruit, berry and vegetable crops Virtudly every sessonBfrom Cetrawberry 10
on Tuesday morming to Bweet Corn SchoolOon Thursday afternoonwill indudethe perspective
of both farmers and Extenson staff and researchers.

A Qrarmer-to-FarmerOsession will behed after each moming and afternoonsession to allow
speakers and farmers the oppotunity for informal, in-depth discussion of theissues they findto
be mog critical.

Thereisaso an extensve Trade Show with over 100 exhibitors. We hopetha you will enjoy
your time here, and meet with fellow growers, advisors, researchers, and indugry
representatives. We want you to leave with new ideas and new information that will have a
postive impact onyour farm.

Theeventis spon®ored by the New Engand Vegeable & Berry Growers Assodation and the
Massachusetts Fruit GrowersOAssodation in conjunction with the Universities of Connetticut,
Massachustts, New Hampshire, Rhodeldand, Vermontand Maine aswell Corndl University
and the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station Bin coopeation with the U.S. Department
of Agriculture.

The 3-day eductiond program offers 4 conaurrent sessionseach morning and afternoon.On
Tuesday, December 13 thesessionsare on strawberries, tomatoes, bio-rationd and biological
pest control, potatoes, leafy greens root crops and tree fruit. On Wednesday, December 14
sessionsare on tree fruit, pumpking blueberries, soil health, greenhou® tomatoes, and organic.
The sessonson Thursday, December 15 are on viticulture, sweet corn, cucurbits, brambles,
winter growing, sweet corn, peppe's and eggplant, and cut flowers.

The Annud Banqué of the New England Vegeable and Berry Growers Assodation will be
held during the conference, on Wednesday evening. The speaker will beRoge Swain from
reople, Places, and PlantsO Roge also hoged (ictory GardenGor many years,

The pre-registration fee to attend any part or al of the conference or trade showis $50for the
first member of afarm busness and $25for each additiond member (family or employee) when
pre-registered with first member. The pre-registration fee for students (high school or college) is
$20each when pre-registered by theingructor. Thereis an additiond fee of $1045 for 1%/2™
personfor late registration or walk-ins Pre-registration mug bereceived by November 30, 2005

Additiond information onthe New England V egetable and Berry Conference and the New
England Fruit Meeting, induding downloadable registration material, may befoundat
http://www.newenglandvfc.orgl/.
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Two education al progr ams of int erest

Fall Flower Grower Program
Wednesday, October 5, 2005
Pioneer Gardens, Inc, Deerfield, MA
9:00 AM - 3:45 PM
Sponsored by: University of Massachusetts and Massachusetts Flower Growers Association

Growers of greenhouse crops are invited to attend the Fall Flower Grower's Program at Pioneer Gardens Inc.
Deerfield, MA. The program will include a tour of Pioneer Gardens, full-day educational program and catered
lunch. The morning session will focus on energy conservation and alternative fuel for greenhouse production. The
afternoon session will include marketing, customer service and displaying for retail sales. There will also bea
session on worker protection standards and what to expect from an inspector@ visit. Pioneer Gardensis awholesale
herbaceous perennial plant producer with forty acres of field grown perennials and 72,000 sq.ft. of greenhouse
perennial plug production, that produces more than 300 varieties of plants. For more information contact: Tina
Smith, 413-545-5306 tsmith@umext.umass.edu, or Paul Lopes, 508-295-2212 ext. 24 |opes@umext.umass.edu .
Registration and Details

http://www.umass.edu/umext/floricul ture/upcoming_events archive/05 fall_mtg.htm

Greenhouse Tomato Conference
Thursday, November 10, 2005
9:00 AM -4: 30 PM
Tolland County Agricultural Center, 24 Hyde Ave (Route 30), Vernon CT
Sponsored by: University of Connecticut , University of Massachusetts , Northeast SARE

Come hear Vern Grubinger, from University of Vermont speak on Organic Greenhouse Production, Cathy
Thomas from PA Department of Agriculture speak on Biocontrol of Insect Pests, John Bartok from University of
Connecticut speak on Selecting the Best Structures, Environmental Controls and Energy Conservation
Measures , Richard McAvoy from University of Connecticut speak on Managing Light, Temperatures and
Nutrients for Maximum Yields , Rob Wick from University of Massachusetts speak on Greenhouse Tomato
Diseases and their Management. Three contact hours toward pesticide recertification have been approved for this
conference. Learn more about the new technique of grafting to increase yields and tips on marketing greenhouse
tomatoes from agrower panel.

For more information contact: Tina Smith, 413-545-5306 tsmith@umext.umass.edu, or Paul Lopes, 508-295-2212
ext. 24 |opes@umext.umass.edu .
Registration and Details

http://www.umass.edu/umext/floricul ture/upcoming_events archive/05_gh_tomato_conf.htm

Adjust ed Gross Revenue (AGR) crop in suranc e upd ate

“Can I get coverage for crops that are not insurable in Massachusetts? Right now in MA we have the following tree fruit crop
insurance programs: apples, and peaches (Worcester County only). What if I grow pears, cherries, or other fruit in MA?”

Thisisavery good quegion. The Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) program wascreaed for you. Peahes
(all countiesexcept Worceger), cherries pears and many small fruits and vegetaldesare crops that are
currertly uninsurable in Massachusetts. Thisis wherethe AGR programfits beg. As adiversfied
farming operaton, whether wholesale or retail, you have risks that are unavoidabe. Weater, production,
quality and market fluctuation, these risks canimpactyour business by decreasng your gross reverue.
| wart to add anotherimportart risk managemernt product that you should be looking atif you are
growing uninsurabde crops. Thatisthe NAP program (Non-insurable Crop Disager Assistance Program),
this product is purchasedthrough the Farm Service Agency ard the cost is $100 per crop, per county.
Contactyour Farm Seavice Agercy for further details. This program goeshand-in-hand with the Adjusted
Gross Revenue Program.

AGR Update: The Feceral Crop Insurance Corporation Board met a few weeks ago and one of the topics
wasthe Adjusted Gross Reverue program. The Boardis looking at making changesto this programto
erharceits feaures stay tuned BJeremy Forrett, Crop Growers Insurances Service
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Appl e maturity r eport (cont.)

Results of apple maturity testing, 20-Sept, UMass Cold Spring Orchard, Belchertown, MA

Date Location Cultivar Drop Size Color Firmness Soluble Starch Taste Comments
(in.) (% red) (Ibs.) Solids Index*
9/20 Belchertown Redmax Some 3.0 90 14.8 13 5 Good Last pick
MclIntosh this week;
more drop
than would
like
9/20 Belchertown Royal Nil 3.0 95 18.1 13 3 Tart Pick next
Empire week
9/20 Belchertown Redcort Nil 33 90 159 13 2 OK Being
Cortland picked this
week
9/20 Belchertown Macoun Nil 31 45 16.1 125 2 Very tart 30% with
weak moldy
core; no
pick before
next week
at very
earliest
9/20 Belchertown Morren@ Nil 3.3 75 171 16 5 Good Pick end of
Supra week;
Jonagold premium
fruit

* using the Cornell OgrericGstar ch-iodine index chart

Note: thisisthe last Hedthy Fruit for 2005. Hopefully you have found the information in Hedthy Fruit
useful in producing a succesful crop in 2005. As always, your commerts and suggegions for
improvemernt are welcome.

UMass Amherst is an affirmative action, equal-opportunity institution. UMass Amherst Extension programs and
materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political
beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, or family status.

This information is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial products or trade names does not
imply endorsement by UMass Amherst Extension or bias against those not mentioned.
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