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Welcome   
Information for Teachers and Parents 
 
Our goal is to offer high quality performances for young 
people in a safe and comfortable setting. Please help us by 
following the below guidelines. 

Please arrive early. You should arrive at the theatre 30 minutes prior to the noted start time. 
Allow for travel time, parking, being seated and bathroom visits. It is important that we  
begin our performances on time so that all schools can meet their lunch and/or dismissal 
times. 
 
Be sure to check the location of the performance when making your bus reservations.  
Performances take place in the Fine Arts Center Concert Hall or Bowker Auditorium in 
Stockbridge Hall. Please see the map at the end of this guide for driving and drop-off  
instructions.  
 
Upon arrival your group will be greeted by an usher either at your bus or in the lobby.  
We do not issue individual tickets for performances. Your usher will direct your group to 
their reserved seats. 
 
 
Both theaters are accessible for Mobility Impaired members. An infrared listening system is 
available in both theaters. Access parking is available adjacent to the theaters. An Access 
permit should be clearly visible in the parked vehicle. To better meet your needs, please  
inform us of any special seating requirements one month prior to the performance by calling 
413-545-2116.  
 
For the comfort of all our seated patrons, we request that backpacks, lunches and other gear 
be left on the bus. Also, please remove all hats when seated in the theater. 
 
 
Food, drinks other than water, smoking, candy and gum are all not allowed in the theater. 
The use of cell phones, portable music players, cameras or any other recording device,  
including non-flash photography and cell phone cameras, is strictly prohibited.  
PLEASE BE SURE TO TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES.   
           
Any teasing, disruptive and rude behavior by students towards each other or to others  
seated close-by during a performance is not acceptable. Teachers and chaperones will be 
held responsible for any such incident reported to the Fine Arts Center staff. All complaints 
received will be forwarded to the schools involved.  Repeated offences from the same 
school/s may result in cancellation of future reservations for shows. 
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Theatre Etiquette 

Please read and review the following information with your students. 
 
WE expect everyone to be a good audience member.   
Good audience members………..  
 

• Are good listeners  
• Keep their hands and feet to themselves  
• Do not talk or whisper during the performance  
• Do not eat gum, candy, food or drink in the theater  
• Turn off all cell phones and do not use portable  

music players, cameras or any other recording devices 
• Stay in their seats during the performance  
• Do not disturb their neighbors or other schools in attendance 

 
“Theatre is not theatre without an audience.”  
Live theatre differs from watching television or movies. Remember that  
performers can see and hear you. As an audience member you are a vital con-
tributor to the performance experience that you and those around you will 
have. How you behave and how you react to the show will affect the artists’ performances. That is why each performance is a 
unique experience, it will never be repeated exactly the same. Talking to your neighbor, sending text messages, and other simi-
lar behaviors are distracting to the rest of the audience and to the artists. Please be respectful of the artists on stage perform-
ing for you by listening quietly. Of course, it is appropriate to react to what you are seeing – some things may make you laugh, 
gasp out loud, or you may be asked to respond by answering questions from the performers, singing along or clapping. Most 
of all, it is important to be present “in the moment” by being attentive and enjoy the performance. And of course – show 

Curriculum Frameworks 
This performance and guide provide opportunities for your students to explore a variety of topics. For your convenience we list below appli-
cable Massachusetts learning standards. This list is by no means exhaustive. Please use this list as a guide to assist with creating lesson plans.  
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History and Social Science: 
USII.25 Analyze the origins, goals, and key events of the Civil Rights movement. 
USII.26 Describe the accomplishments of the Civil Rights movement. 
 
English Language Arts: General Standard 17: Dramatic Literature 
17.7 Identify and analyze how dramatic conventions support, interpret, and en-
hance dramatic text 
17.8 Identify and analyze types of dramatic literature 
17.9 Identify and analyze dramatic conventions 

Arts: 
Theatre, Standard 2: Reading and Writing Scripts- Student will read, 
analyze, and write dramatic material 
2.12 Demonstrate an understanding of the playwright as a collaborating 
artist who works with the director, actors, designers, and technicians 
Theatre, Standard 5:  Critical Response- Students will describe and 
analyze their own theatrical work and the work of others using appropriate 
theatre vocabulary. 
Standard 10: Interdisciplinary Connections- Students will use knowl-
edge of the arts and cultural resources in the study of the arts, English lan-
guage arts, history and social science.  
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the 

Artist  

L.A. THEATRE WORKS 
 
Under the leadership of Producing Director, Susan Albert Loewenberg, L.A. Theatre Works (LATW) has been the 
foremost radio theater company in the United States for more than two decades. Broadcast in America on NPR sta-
tions, streamed online at www.latw.org and aired internationally on the BBC, CBC, and many other English lan-
guage networks, LATW has single-handedly brought the finest recorded dramatic literature into the homes of mil-
lions. The company records the majority of its productions annually in Los Angeles before an enthusiastic and loyal 
audience of season subscribers. Works by Arthur Miller, Eugene O’Neill, David Henry Hwang, Athol Fugard, 
Wendy Wasserstein, Neil Simon, David Mamet, Lynn Nottage and others have been performed and recorded by 
LATW with casts of the most critically acclaimed film and stage actors. On the road, LATW has delighted audiences 
with its unique live radio theater style performances in over 150 small towns and major cities, including New York, 
Boston, Washington and Chicago. An L.A. Theatre Works performance is immediate, spontaneous, and features a 
first-rate cast, live sound effects, and a connection to the audience rarely 
felt in a traditional theater setting. This theater… is an event. 
 
Today, LATW’s Audio Theatre Collection includes more than 400 classic and contemporary titles–the largest library 
of its kind in the world. Much lauded, the L.A. Theatre Works Audio Theatre Collection is available in over 8,500 
libraries and has received awards from the Audio Publishers Association, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, 
Publisher’s Weekly, Writer's Guild of America, American Library Association, Grammy Awards and many others. 
Additionally, over 2,500 high schools nationwide use the recordings and accompanying study guides to teach lan-
guage arts, literature, history and civics through LATW’s Alive & Aloud educational outreach program. LATW’s 
newest initiative, The Play’s the Thing for Higher Education, will make over 300 digitized works from our collection 
available to universities and colleges across the country for use in a variety of disciplines. For more information on 
these programs, LATW’s Audio Theatre Collection, national radio broadcast information and other exciting projects, 
visit www.latw.org. 

Teachers and Parents: 
 
Please take note that this thoughtful piece is a portrayal of its time in history. There is use of some mild profanity and 
language, such as the term Negro, that is no longer considered acceptable. There is no intent of racism on the part of 
the writers or cast. All characters portrayed in the play are actual people ( you will find a character glossary beginning 
on page 8). We ask that you prepare your students in advance and take a moment to discuss the historical context. 
Please do not hesitate to contact our office should you have questions about the piece. 413-545-2116. 
 
L.A. Theatre Works is well-known for its audio collections of dramatic literature. The play you will see is presented as 
live performance radio theatre. 
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the 

Program 

Susan Albert Loewenberg, Producing Director 
RFK: THE JOURNEY TO JUSTICE 

 
Written by Murray Horwitz and Jonathan Estrin 

Robert F.Kennedy & the Civil Rights Movement: A Journey 
 

“Ladies and Gentlemen - I'm only going to talk to you just for a minute or so this evening. 
Because... 
I have some very sad news for all of you, and I think sad news for all of our fellow citizens, and  
people who love peace all over the world, and that is that Martin Luther King was shot and was 
killed tonight in Memphis, Tennessee. 
 

Martin Luther King dedicated his life to love and to justice between fellow human beings. 
He died in the cause of that effort. In this difficult day, in this difficult time for the United 
States, it's perhaps well to ask what kind of a nation we are and what direction we want to move in.” 
 

--Robert F.Kennedy- April 4 1968, Indianapolis, IN 
 
The 60’s in America was a decade of heroes, violence, love, death, progress, and disappointment. What 
began in 1960 as a decade of hope with the election of John F. Kennedy, ended with America embroiled in 
an impossible war, her streets filled with riots, and the history changing loss of three important figures. It is 
a decade often studied, debated, celebrated, and mourned - even a half-century later. And now, as those 
who lived, governed, and shepherded change during the 60’s are passing, L.A. Theater Works presents a 
major new docudrama focused on Robert Kennedy’s personal and political journey. 
 
In June 1968, the assassination of senator and presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy stunned the world. 
Kennedy’s death, coming so shortly after the assassination of his colleague Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
and only five years after the death of Kennedy’s older brother John, left the nation – regardless of political 
convictions – uncertain of the future during the most tumultuous time in American history since the Civil 
War. 
 
“RFK: The Journey to Justice” chronicles his transformation from discomfort with and indifference  
towards the Civil Rights Movement to a champion and crusader. His story provides a compelling and  
dramatic illumination of this crucial decade, enabling a new generation to hear the words, feel the tension, 
and explore the issues that still resonate today. 
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The relationship between Kennedy, King, and the movement was complicated. Despite beginnings  
anchored in mistrust, the relationship ultimately evolved as RFK’s voice became an important force in the 
fight for civil rights. Both King and Kennedy made strides for civil rights through different means and by 
very different paths – King with his powerful oratory and public leadership and Kennedy, initially, through 
quiet tactical maneuvers behind the closed doors of his brother’s White House. In L.A. Theatre Works’ 
new docudrama, the challenges, victories, and defeats of that period are refracted through RFK’s  
experiences. 
 
Noted political correspondent Richard Reeves (Frontline, ABC News, PBS, The New York Times, Esquire) 
is serving as an advisor on the project. Biographer of the authoritative work on John F. Kennedy, President 
Kennedy: Profile of Power, his experience and research will provide historical perspective and context.  
 
The World Premiere is set for January, 2010 at the University of Notre Dame.  
 
The LA Theatre Works/RFK: The Journey to Justice is a commission led by the University of Notre 
Dame’s DeBartolo Performing Arts Center and co-commissioned by the Clarice Smith Performing Arts 
Center at the University of Maryland, Stanford Lively Arts at Stanford University, and the Modlin Center 
for the Arts at the University of Richmond. Additional funds provided by the Susan Raab Simonson  
Commissioning Project. 
 
About the Authors 
 
MURRAY HORWITZ has had an extraordinarily varied career in the arts and public life. His accom-
plishments in the performing arts include originating and co-writing Ain't Misbehavin', the hit Broadway 
musical based on the music of Fats Waller, which won Tony, Obie, Emmy, Grammy, and New York 
Drama Critics' Circle awards. He wrote the popular song lyrics for John Harbison’s The Great Gatsby. It 
premiered at the Metropolitan Opera in 1999, appeared at the Chicago Lyric Opera in 2001, and was re-
vived by the Met in 2002. His other Broadway and off-off-Broadway theatrical credits include co-writing 
and directing Haarlem Nocturne and Sole Sisters. Since 1998, he has been creative consultant to the annual 
Mark Twain Prize ceremonies at the Kennedy Center, honoring (among others) Richard Pryor, Jonathan 
Winters, Carl Reiner, Whoopi Goldberg, Bob Newhart, Lily Tomlin, Steve Martin, Billy Crystal, and 
George Carlin, and starring such luminaries as Robin Williams, Chris Rock, and Robert de Niro. In 1997, 
he wrote and staged the opening and closing ceremonies of the Presidents’ Summit for the Future of  
America, in Philadelphia (with Presidents Clinton, Ford, and George H. Bush, Gen. Colin Powell, and 
Oprah Winfrey). Also in 1997, he received a Governor’s Arts Award in playwriting from the State of 
Maryland. Currently, he may be heard on NPR’s All Things Considered, Talk Of the Nation, Hanukkah 
Lights (with Susan Stamberg), and as a panelist on the word game show, Says You! 
 
He was the Director and COO of the American Film Institute’s Silver Theatre and Cultural Center from 
2002 to 2009. Opened the year after Horwitz’s appointment, the AFI Silver has successfully gone on to 
become a major Washington cultural landmark. Prior to his work at AFI, Horwitz was Vice President of 
Cultural Programming for National Public Radio for four years and before that, NPR’s Director of Jazz, 
Classical Music, and Entertainment Programming. He still appears as a commentator on NPR, where he 
won the National Medal of Arts and three Peabody Awards: as co-writer with Wynton Marsalis of the  
series, Wynton Marsalis: Making The Music, and as the conceiver and executive producer of the series The 
NPR 100 and NPR’s Jazz Profiles. Also at NPR, he started the phenomenally successful comedy news 
quiz, Wait, Wait…Don’t Tell Me. Prior to his work at NPR, Horwitz was Acting Director of the National 
Endowment for the Arts Opera-Musical Theater Program. He has also served as deputy press secretary for 
the New York State Assembly Speaker's office. 
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Horwitz began his career as a clown with the Ringling Brothers Barnum & Bailey Circus, where he  
performed for three years. He has appeared at The Kennedy Center, The Manhattan Theatre Club, and The 
New York Shakespeare Festival/Public Theater in the one-man show, An Evening of Sholom Aleichem. Hor-
witz has also had featured roles in “Kojak” and in the motion picture Night of the Juggler. More recently, he 
has emceed pianist Marian McPartland’s 85th birthday party, appeared with trumpeter Wynton Marsalis in 
young people's jazz concerts in New York City and Berlin, and made his Carnegie Hall debut as host of a 
concert featuring Taj Mahal, David Benoit, and Savion Glover. 
 
Horwitz has directed and written the scripts for many prominent events, including several at Carnegie Hall, 
the Juilliard School, the Kennedy Center, and the White House. His written works also include television, 
film, and theater projects for many studios and networks, including HBO, PBS, 20th Century Fox, and Uni-
versal Pictures. He was associate producer of Jazz Comes Home to Newport for PBS and produced the ac-
claimed series of CBS television spots, “The Lost”, in cooperation with the National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children. For ten years, beginning in 1989, he directed the annual National Heritage Fellowship 
Concerts, hosted by (among others) Charles Kuralt. He has written or directed concert and night club 
appearances for dozens of artists, including Max Morath, Linda Ronstadt, Margaret Whiting, Carolyn 
Mignini, Audrey Lavine, and André De Shields.  
 
In 1991 he received a Gold award from the Corporation for Public Broadcasting for the jazz documentary, 
Louis Armstrong: The First 90 Years, which he produced for NPR. As a songwriter, Horwitz has won twenty 
ASCAP songwriting awards, and, in addition to his work on The Great Gatsby, has contributed lyrics to  
Ain’t Misbehavin’ and many revues, including Broadway’s Upstairs At O’Neals. 
 
In addition to several commencement addresses, Horwitz’s public speaking has included engagements at 
Vassar College, Butler University, and at such national conferences as Americans for the Arts, the Classical 
Association of the Atlantic States, the American Symphony Orchestra League, the League of Historic 
American Theatres, Opera America, and Western States Public Radio. In 2005, he was chosen to introduce 
filmmaker Ken Burns at the annual Nancy Hanks Lecture at the Kennedy Center. 
 
Horwitz is a former trustee of Kenyon College, and a board member of Young Playwrights Inc. and Yiddish 
of Greater Washington.. In addition, he has been a board member for Washington Area Lawyers for the Arts 
and the Writers Center, an officer of Project Return (a drug rehabilitation and human services agency), a 
member of the National Jazz Service Organization's National Jazz Task Force and the Advisory Board of the 
International Association of Jazz Educators, and an adviser to the Knight Foundation’s symphony orchestra 
project, The Magic of Music. In 1999, he was made a Chevalier of the Ordre des Arts et des Lettres by the 
government of France. That same year, President Clinton acknowledged Horwitz’s leadership of NPR Cul-
tural Programming by awarding his division the National Medal of Arts. 
 
Horwitz is a native of Dayton, Ohio, and lives near Washington, DC, with his wife, mezzosoprano Lisa 
Miller, and the effects of their three grown children, Charles Wolf, Ann Minna, and Alexander Thomas (the 
"Thomas" is for Fats Waller). A graduate of Ohio's Kenyon College with a bachelor of arts degree in English 
and drama, Horwitz received an honorary doctorate of fine arts from his alma mater in 1992. 
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JONATHAN ESTRIN runs a consulting practice in education, entertainment, and new media 
opportunities for nonprofit organizations. He was the Executive Vice-President of the American 
Film Institute, where he oversaw their programs in education, exhibition, preservation, and new 
technologies. Prior to that he was the Dean of the College of Media Arts & Design at Drexel 
University, where he dramatically expanded the offerings, facilities and enrollment of the 
college. He has been a writer-producer for 30 years, and has created over 100 hours of award-
winning television series, movies and miniseries for various broadcast and cable networks. His 
credits include Cagney & Lacey, the HBO film Between Friends (starring Elizabeth Taylor and 
Carol Burnett), the Showtime movie Jasper Texas (starring Jon Voight and Lou Gossett Jr.) as 
well as such series as EZ Streets, Amazing Grace (with Patti Duke), Dellaventura (with Danny 
Aiello), Family Law, the pilot Sisters, and an adaptation of Pat Conroy's novel The Water Is 
Wide for the Hallmark Hall of Fame/CBS. 
 
Estrin is also Chairman of the Board of Operation USA, an LA based international medical  
relief and development agency that was named by Worth Magazine as one of America’s Top 
100 Charities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Commissioning statement for RFK: The Journey to Justice 
The LA Theatre Works/RFK: The Journey to Justice is a commission led by the University of Notre 
Dame’s DeBartolo Performing Arts Center and co-commissioned by the Clarice Smith Performing Arts 
Center at the University of Maryland, Stanford Lively Arts at Stanford University, and the Modlin  
Center for the Arts at the University of Richmond. Additional funds provided by the Susan Raab 
Simonson Commissioning Project. 
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CHARACTER GLOSSARY 
 

John F. Kennedy: Served as Congressman from Massachusetts 1947-53; Senator from Massachusetts 1953-60; 
President of the United States 1960-63; assassinated in 1963. 
 
Robert F. Kennedy: John F. Kennedy’s younger brother and campaign manager during JFK’s 1960 Presidential 
campaign. Served the United States government as United States Attorney General 1961-64; United States Senator 
from New York 1965-68; assassinated in June, 1968. 
 
Eleanor Roosevelt: Former First Lady; former delegate to the United Nations; newspaper columnist; early civil 
rights advocate. 
 
Harry Belafonte: Singer and actor. Board member of Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). 
 
Harris Wofford: Served from 1954-58 as an attorney for the United States Commission on Civil Rights, an 
experience that led him to become an early supporter of the civil rights movement and a friend of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Served as Civil rights advisor to 1960 Kennedy presidential campaign; Special Assistant to the 
President for Civil Rights, 1961-62; associate director of the Peace Corps, 1962-65; U.S. Senator from 
Pennsylvania, 1991-95; introduced Presidential candidate Barack Obama when he gave his famous “A More 
Perfect Union” speech on race in 2008. 
 
Martin Luther King, Jr: Baptist minister and civil rights activist; President, Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference; Nobel Peace Prize laureate, 1964; assassinated in April, 1968. 
 
Byron “Whizzer” White: Served as Deputy U.S. Attorney General 1961-62; appointed to U.S. Supreme Court 
1962 and remained on the bench until 1993. 
 
Louis Martin: Mid-Western journalist and newspaper owner. Member of JFK’s 1960 campaign staff; advisor to 
Kennedys through his post with the Democratic National Committee, and later to President Lyndon Johnson; 
special assistant to President Jimmy Carter. 
 
Coretta King: Wife of Martin Luther King Jr. Singer; early civil rights activist; maintained her own activism and 
her husband’s legacy, founding the King Center in Atlanta and supporting women’s and gay rights. 
 
S. Ernest Vandiver (Governor Vandiver): Democratic Governor of Georgia 1959-1963, segregationist but early 
Kennedy supporter. 
 
Sargent Shriver: Married to Kennedy sister Eunice, he campaigned for JFK during the 1960 presidential 
campaign and then became the First Director of the Peace Corps 1961-64. Vice presidential candidate on the 
McGovern ticket in 1972. 
 
John Seigenthaler: Journalist; Administrative Assistant to RFK while Attorney General; RFK campaign aide and 
confidant; founding editorial director of USA Today 1982-91; mentor to Al Gore; continues to speak and write as 
founder of the First Amendment Center at Vanderbilt University. 
 
Martin Luther King, Sr. (Daddy King): Baptist minister and early civil rights leader; pastor of the Ebenezer 
Baptist Church in Atlanta 1948-75. 
 
Douglas Edwards: First CBS television evening news anchor (1948-62) and was succeeded by Walter Cronkite; 
CBS radio correspondent and anchor 1942-88. 
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Senator Kenneth Keating: Republican Senator from New York 1959-65, defeated by Robert F. Kennedy; U.S. 
 
Senator James O. Eastland: Democratic Senator from Mississippi 1943-79. Powerful Senate leader who 
supported the Kennedy brothers but was resistant to change; best known for his support of White Supremacy and 
for his opposition of the civil rights movement. 
 
Burke Marshall: Lawyer; Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights Division 1961-64 who was driven to increase 
African-American voter registration; Vice President & General Counsel, IBM Corporation 1965-69. 
 
Governor John M. Patterson: Democratic Governor of Alabama 1959-63. Despite being an active supporter of 
JFK’s presidential candidacy, Patterson was a segregationist who banned the NAACP from operating in Alabama 
and enjoyed support from the Ku Klux Klan. 
 
Diane Nash: Activist and leader of the Nashville sit-ins. A founder of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC); a leader of the Freedom Rides; major participant in SCLC, splitting from it in 1965. 
 
Wyatt Walker: A pastor and activist who served as chief of staff for Martin Luther King, Jr. Board member of 
SCLC; one of the founders and executive director of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE); continued his 
activism as Senior Pastor of the Canaan Baptist Church in Harlem from 1967 until his retirement in 2004. 
 
Charles Sherrod: An activist and one of the founders of SNCC. Director of the Southwest Georgia Project for 
Community Education, 1961-87. 
 
Earl Long: Three-time Democratic governor of Louisiana who called for full voter participation from African 
Americans in his state. 
 
J. Edgar Hoover: Notorious Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation who, for nearly 50 years, launched 
campaigns against suspected subversives via means such as spying and harassment. 
 
Governor Ross Barnett: Trial lawyer and Democratic Governor of Mississippi 1960-64. A staunch 
Segregationist who fought against racial integration. 
 
Nicholas Katzenbach: Assistant U.S. Attorney General in Office of Legal Counsel at Department of Justice from 
1961 to 1962 who then served as Deputy U.S. Attorney General 1962-64. An active participant against Governor 
Wallace at University of Alabama and an architect of the Warren Commission. 
 
Jerome Smith: CORE activist who participated in the Freedom Rides. Invited by James Baldwin to speak with 
RFK as part of coalition of African-American activists. 
 
George Wallace: Three-time Governor of Alabama (1962-66, 1970-78, 1982-86) who claimed various party 
affiliations. Well-known for a line from his 1963 inauguration speech in which he called for “segregation now, 
segregation tomorrow, segregation forever.” 
 
James Farmer: Civil rights activist and leader who initiated the 1961 Freedom Ride that eventually led to 
desegregation of interstate busing; a founder and director of CORE (Congress of Racial Equality). 
 
Lyndon Baines Johnson (LBJ): Former Representative and Senator from Texas; Vice President of the U.S. 1961- 
63 who became President upon the assassination of JFK in 1963 and won election in 1964. Oversaw the designing 
of the “Great Society” legislation focusing on civil rights, public broadcasting, health care, education reforms, 
environmental protection, and poverty; also responsible for escalating American troop involvement in the Vietnam 
War. 
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Charles Evers: Civil rights activist and older brother of Medgar Evers who became the leader of the Mississippi 
branch of the NAACP after his brother’s death. First African-American mayor of a racially mixed southern city 
(Fayette, MS). 
 
Edward M. (Teddy) Kennedy: Democratic Senator from Massachusetts from 1963 until his death in 2009. 
Known for his oratory skills and his tireless campaigns for economic and social justice, emphasizing immigration 
reform, health care coverage and scientific research, civil and rights. 
 
Nelson Rockefeller: Republican Governor of New York 1959-73 where his primary concerns were education, 
environmental protection, transportation, housing, welfare, medical aid, civil rights, and the arts; Vice-President of 
the United States 1974-77 under Gerald Ford. 
 
General Dwight D. Eisenhower: Five-star General in the U.S. Army. As President of the United States 1953-61, 
he declared racial discrimination a national security issue. 
 
Peter Edelman: Lawyer and policy maker who was the Legislative Assistant to Sen. Robert Kennedy 1964-68 and 
who accompanied RFK on his fact-finding missions. Currently serves as Associate Dean at the Georgetown 
University Law Center. Married to Marian Wright Edelman, president and founder of the Children’s Defense 
Fund. 
 
Senator George Murphy: Former movie actor; Republican Senator from California 1965-71. Satirized for racist 
remarks about Mexican farm workers. 
 
Grace G. Olivarez: Activist focused on poverty and labor issues associated with Mexican Americans, and who 
worked for the U.S. Civil Rights Commission doing field surveys of the problems of Mexican Americans. 
 
Dolores Huerta: activist and organizer; co-founder of the United Farm Workers. 
 
Cesar Chavez: Activist and civil rights leader who co-founded the National Farm Workers Association, which 
became the United Farm Workers. In 1965, Chavez led the historic march of grape pickers to the California state 
capitol as an action in the move to seek higher wages. 
 
Dr. Robert Coles: Child psychiatrist, author of the Pulitzer Prize-
winning series of books The Children of Crisis. 
 
Dr. Raymond Wheeler: North Carolina physician; expert on  
nutrition and health problems of poor people in the South. 
 
Frank Mankiewicz: Lawyer and journalist; press secretary  
to Sen. Robert Kennedy. 
 
Earl Graves: Publisher; founder of Black Enterprise  
magazine; administrative assistant to Sen. Robert Kennedy. 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT 
 
1954: The U.S. Supreme Court declares school segregation unconstitutional in Brown vs. Board of Education of Topeka 
ruling. The ruling declares that separate public schools for African-American and white students denies African-
American children equal educational opportunities. 
 
1955: Rosa Parks refuses to move to the back of a Montgomery, Alabama, bus as required by city ordinance. The Mont-
gomery bus boycott follows. The Federal Interstate Commerce Commission bans segregation on interstate trains and 
buses. On December 5, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. – a Baptist minister -- is elected president of the Montgomery Im-
provement Association and he becomes the official spokesman for the boycott. 
 
1957: Arkansas Gov. Orval Rubus uses the National Guard to prevent nine African-American students from attending 
Little Rock High School. Following a court order, President Eisenhower sends in federal troops to ensure compliance. 
Dr. King forms the Southern Christian Leadership Conference to fight segregation and achieve civil rights. 
 
1960: February 1: The first lunch counter sit-in is conducted by four African-American college students at a Wool-
worth’s in Greensboro, North Carolina because African American patrons are refused service. 
 
April: The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) is formed in response to the lunch counter sit-ins. The 
organization will become a major organizer in the civil rights movement, playing important roles in the  
Freedom Rides of 1961, the 1963 March on Washington. SNCC's major contribution was in organizing voter registration 
drives throughout the South, especially in Georgia and Mississippi. 
 
October 19: Dr. King is arrested for sitting in at a lunch counter demonstration. The charge of violating  
probation on a minor traffic charge does not warrant the sentence he is given. King is released from jail, possibly due to 
phone calls made to a local judge by Robert F. Kennedy, manager of his brother John’s presidential campaign. 
 
1961: May 4: Freedom Rides begin from Washington, D.C., headed to New Orleans. The first was led by CORE 
(Congress of Racial Equality); others led by SNCC (Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee). The riders are 
primarily student volunteers testing out new laws prohibiting segregation in interstate travel facilities, which does 
not include bus and railway stations. The Riders are met with violence in Anniston, Birmingham and Montgomery, 
Alabama. More than 1,000 people will volunteer with the effort. 
 
1962: September: President John F. Kennedy sends federal troops to the University of Mississippi to quell riots so 
that James Meredith, the school's first black student, can attend. 
 
October: Martin Luther King,, Jr. is arrested and jailed during anti-segregation protests in Birmingham,  
Alabama. While incarcerated, he writes “Letter from a Birmingham Jail,” arguing that people have the moral duty to  
disobey laws that are unjust. The Supreme Court rules that segregation is unconstitutional in all transportation facilities. 
 
1963: June 11: Alabama National Guardsmen called in to accompany 2 African-American students as they are 
admitted to the University of Alabama. Governor George Wallace personally tries to block their entrance. Later 
that night, President Kennedy gives his famous civil rights address to the nation, calling for a civil rights act. 
 
June 12: The NAACP’s Mississippi field secretary Medgar Evers is murdered outside his home by a sniper’s 
bullet. 
 
August 28: “The March on Washington:” Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. delivers his "I Have a Dream" speech to 
hundreds of thousands. Nation of Islam leader Malcolm X refers to the March as “the farce on Washington” and 
denounced the event. 
 
September 15: A bomb explodes at the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama. The church was the 
site of many civil rights meetings. Four young African American girls attending Sunday School are killed. 
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1964: July 2: After a 75-day long filibuster in Congress, the Civil Rights Act is passed and signed by President Lyndon 
B. Johnson. It prohibits discrimination of all kinds based on race, color, religion or national origin. It also gives the  
federal government powers to enforce desegregation. Three civil rights workers – James Chaney, Andrew Goodman and 
Michael Schwerner -- disappear in Mississippi after being stopped for speeding; they are found buried six weeks later. 
 
December 10: MLK receives the Nobel Peace Prize. 
 
1965: February 21: Malcolm X assassinated. 
 
March 7: The Southern Christian Leadership Conference attempts to hold a march from Selma to Montgomery, 
Alabama in order to demand protection for voting rights. Following a meeting with President Johnson, Dr. King initially 
opposes the march and does not participate. The march is disbanded before completion because of the mob and police 
violence against the participants. Another attempt to march – this time organized by Dr. King -- is blocked. Finally, the 
march is completed on March 25. 
 
August 6: Voting Rights Act outlawing discriminatory voting practices is signed by President Lyndon B.  
Johnson. 
 
August 11-16: Race riots break out in the Watts section of Los Angeles, leaving the area burned and looted by the end of 
the siege. Thirty-four people are killed; 1,032 injured; and 3,952 arrested. 
 
1966: Stokely Carmichael, leader of SNCC, begins the Black Power movement. Carmichael believed that in order to 
genuinely integrate, Blacks first had to unite in solidarity and become self-reliant.  
 
October 15: In finalizing a draft of their 10-point party platform, Huey P. Newton and Bobby Seale found the 
Black Panthers, a civil rights activist group that authorizes the use of violence. 
 
November: Edward Brooke, a Republican from Massachusetts, is elected the first African-American U.S.  
Senator in 85 years. 
 
1967: March 4: MLK delivers a speech entitled “Beyond Vietnam,” strongly speaking out against the U.S.  
government’s role in the war. 
 
June 17: Thurgood Marshall becomes the first African American to be named to the Supreme Court. 
 
July: Race riots in Detroit, Michigan and Newark, New Jersey lead to looting and burning of the city’s downtown areas. 
 
November: Carl Stokes (Cleveland) and Richard G. Hatcher (Gary, Indiana) are elected the first African-American may-
ors of major U.S. cities. 
 
November 27: MLK and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference begin to plan the Poor People’s  
Campaign to address issues of economic injustice for poor people of every minority. King calls it the “second phase” of 
the civil rights struggle. 
 
1968: MLK announces that the Poor People's Campaign will culminate in a March on Washington, the goal of which is 
achieving a $12 billion Economic Bill of Rights guaranteeing employment to those who can, incomes to people unable 
to work, and an end to housing discrimination. 
 
March 18: RFK announces his candidacy for the Democratic presidential nomination. 
 
March 28: In support of striking sanitation workers, MLK leads thousands of protesters through Memphis 
Tennessee. 
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April 3: MLK delivers his “I’ve Been to the Mountaintop” sermon. 
 
April 4: Martin Luther King Jr. assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee. His death sets off riots in more than 100 
cities across the United States. 
 
April 8: NBC broadcasts an episode of singer Petula Clark’s TV show in which Clark smiled and briefly touched 
the arm of singer Harry Belafonte. National controversy over inter-racial contact ensues when the show’s sponsor tries to 
have the moment cut from the broadcast. 
 
May: Approximately 50,000 people participate in the Poor People's March on Washington, which had been planned by 
MLK before his death. 
 
June 5: Presidential candidate and former MLK foe Robert Kennedy is assassinated just after winning the  
California presidential primary. He dies a day later. 
 

 
 RFK: A BRIEF CHRONOLOGY 
 
 1925: November 20 in Brookline, MA. Robert Francis Kennedy is the seventh  
 child of Joseph P. Kennedy and Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy. 
 
 1939-1942: Attends Portsmouth Priority 
 
 1942-1944: Attends Milton Academy 
 
 1944-46: Serves in the United States Navy Reserve while enrolled at Harvard  
 University 
 
 1946: Serves aboard the USS Joseph P. Kennedy Jr. 
 
 1948: Graduates from Harvard University. Visits Cairo, Israel and Lebanon to cover 
 the Arab-Israeli conflict for the Boston Post. Begins law school at University of  

 Virginia. 
1950: Marries Ethel Skakel, a college friend of his sister Jean. 
 
1951: Graduates from University of Virginia Law School. Admitted to the Massachusetts bar. Makes a trip to Asia 
with his brother John and sister Patricia. 
 
1951-52: Acts as Attorney in the Criminal Division at the Department of Justice. 
 
1952: Serves as Campaign Manager in John F. Kennedy’s election to U.S. Senate 
 
1952-1953: Serves as Assistant Counsel, Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, headed by Senator 
Joseph McCarthy. Investigative work repudiates McCarthy’s claim that American foreign policy is being created 
by subversives. 
 
1953-1954: Serves as Assistant Counsel, Commission on Organization of the Executive Branch. 
 
1954-1957: Returns to Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations as Chief Counsel to the Minority. Condemns 
Senator McCarthy’s allegations of Communists infiltrating the U.S. Army. 
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1955: Travels to Soviet Central Asia with Supreme Court Justice William O. Douglas 
 
1957-60: Serves as Chief Counsel, Senate Select Committee on Improper Activities in the Labor or Management 
Field. Gains national recognition for his investigations into the Teamsters Union and for his relentless and mocking 
questioning of Jimmy Hoffa and David Beck. 
 
1959-1960: Serves as Campaign Manager in JFK’s election to the Presidency. (This is where the play begins.) 
 
1960: Publishes The Enemy Within, a book describing corrupt practices of unions, particularly the Teamsters, 
which he uncovered while working as chief counsel of the Senate Labor Rackets Committee in 1957–59. 
• October: JFK calls Coretta Scott King to express concern for the safety of her husband, Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., after he is jailed in Georgia for violating probation on a minor traffic charge after sitting in at a  
department store lunch counter. Dr. King is released shortly thereafter. 
• November 8: JFK is elected 35th president of the United States. 
 
1961:  
• January 20: John F. Kennedy inaugurated as president. RFK’s appointment as U.S. Attorney General is 
confirmed and he serves as Attorney General from January, 1961 until his resignation on September 3, 1964. 
• May 4: Freedom Rides begin. 
• May 6: In addressing the University of Georgia Law School, RFK makes his first major speech as Attorney  

General. Expresses the Kennedy administration’s commitment to civil rights. 
• May 20: RFK orders U.S. marshals into Montgomery, Alabama, after the attacks on Freedom Riders 
 
1962: RFK’s Goodwill Tour around the world. 
• March 1962: RFK authorizes FBI to begin wiretapping the telephones of Stanley Levison, an advisor to Martin  

Luther King, Jr. who J. Edgar Hoover believes is a Communist.  
• September 20: James Meredith seeks admission to University of Mississippi. Because of resistance from the  

university community and MS Governor Ross Barnett, President John F. Kennedy ordered federal marshals to  
ensure Meredith's right to enroll and to protect him as he moved to the campus. Riots break out and JFK orders  
federal troops to quell riots. 

• October 1: James Meredith becomes the first black student at the University of Mississippi. 
• October 14-28: Cuban missile crisis. 
 
1963:  
• April: Dr. King begins “Project C” in Birmingham, Alabama to protest police tactics used against African  

Americans. Mass arrests are made in response to quell the violence. In response to his incarceration, Dr. King writes 
“Letter from a Birmingham Jail.” 

• May 25: RFK meets in NYC with a group of civil rights activists convened by James Baldwin. The group includes 
social psychologist Kenneth B. Clark, playwright Lorraine Hansberry, performers Harry Belafonte and Lena Horne, 
the counsel to the Gandhi Society, the director of the Chicago Urban League, and Freedom Rider Jerome Smith. 

• June 11: Alabama National Guardsmen called in to accompany 2 African-American students as they are admitted to 
the University of Alabama. Governor George Wallace personally tries to block their entrance. Later that night,  
President Kennedy gives his famous civil rights address to the nation, calling for a civil rights act. 

• July 23-30: RFK takes part in Senate hearings on civil rights bill. 
• August 28: March on Washington takes place and Dr. King delivers his “I Have a Dream” speech. 
• October 10: RFK authorizes the FBI to begin wiretapping the telephones of the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
• November 22: President and brother John F. Kennedy assassinated in Dallas, TX 
 
1964:  
• July 2: Civil Rights Act outlawing racial segregation in schools, public places, and employment, is signed by  

President Lyndon B. Johnson. 
• September 3: Resigns as U.S. Attorney General in order to run for U.S. State Senator from New York. 
• August 27: At the Democratic National Convention, RFK is met with a 20-minute standing ovation when 
• he appears to make a tribute to his slain brother. 



 

15 

• November: Elected as a Democrat from New York to U.S. Senate, an office he will hold until his death. 
 
1965:  
• August 6: Voting Rights Act outlawing discriminatory voting practices is signed by President Lyndon B. 

Johnson. 
 
1966:  
• January: RFK gives two speeches called “Problems of the Urban Negro.” 
• February: Kennedy visits the Bedford-Stuyvesant section of Brooklyn -- an area of few unified families, high  

unemployment, low income, and no federal aid – that had been heavily damaged during race riots in 1964. The 
area’s need prompts RFK to devise a way to encourage private funders to partner with public officials and  
community leaders to encourage investment and business opportunities to address economic and social issues. 

• February: Publicly breaks with the Johnson administration from support of Vietnam War. 
• March 10: RFK travels to California to show support for striking migrant workers. His meetings with Cesar Chavez 

and Dolores Huerta of the National Farm Workers Association led RFK to resolve to work on behalf of the workers, 
particularly because of their approach to non-violent protest. Kennedy's public profile brought the farm workers' 
cause into the national spotlight. 

• June 6: Delivers the Day of Affirmation speech at University of Cape Town, South Africa, in which he connects the 
U.S. civil rights movement with resistance to racial segregation in South Africa. 

• December 10: RFK’s official public introduction of the Bedford-Stuyvesant Development and Service Corporation.  
 
1967: Publishes To Seek a Newer World, a collection of essays expressing RFK’s viewpoint on a wide range of issues. 
• April: Travels as part of the Senate Subcommittee on Poverty traveled to Jackson, Mississippi, to hold hearings on 

the problems the poor in the South have with a government food program. 
• Late Spring: Meets with child psychologist Dr. Robert Coles and Dr. Raymond Wheeler, a physician from North 

Carolina. Both men had been studying the impoverished living conditions of the rural poor in the South. The  
doctors spur RFK’s interest in doing more for hungry children. 

 
1968:  
• January: Publicly announces that he won’t seek presidential nomination in 1968 election. 
• February: Makes historic trip through Appalachia on fact-finding mission about poverty and hunger 
• March 18: Announces candidacy for U.S. presidency 
• March 31: LBJ announces that he will not seek re-election to the presidency. 
• April 4: MLK assassinated in Memphis, TN. Arriving in Indianapolis for a campaign rally, RFK breaks the 

news to a crowd who were unaware of King’s death. His speech that night is largely unscripted, includes a 
rare public reference to his brother’s death, and asks his supporters to honor King’s message of non-
violence. 

• June 5: Mortally wounded by an assassin’s bullet at the Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles, California, just 
after winning victory in that state's crucial Democratic primary. 

• June 6: RFK dies at the age of 42 from the effect of the assassin’s bullet. Is buried at Arlington National 
Cemetery after a funeral train transports his body from New York City – where his funeral was  
conducted at St. Patrick’s Cathedral – to Washington, D.C. 
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Learning  
Activities  

 
Lesson Plan 1: Grades 9—12 
This plan was taken from:  
http://www.nysut.org/cps/rde/xchg/nysut/hs.xsl/rfk_11099.htm  
 
Grade: 11 
Title: What is Social Justice? 
Time Requirement: 120 Minutes 
 
Objectives: 
Students will be able to: 
• Define the terms social justice, human rights, individual liberties. 
• Describe the purpose of the Declaration of Human Rights, the Bill of 
Rights and 
 the  Declaration of Independence. 
• Identify examples of social justice now and then. 
• Recognize the importance of artistic expression as a means of cultural and  
  societal documentation in the 1960s and today. 
• Identify Robert F. Kennedy's involvement in addressing social injustices 

learned through the materials 
 

Skills: 
• Thinking skills - comparing and contrasting ideas; drawing inferences and  

making conclusions; evaluating  
• Research and writing skills - interpreting information; analyzing informa-

tion;  
synthesizing information   

• Interpersonal and group relation skills - defining terms; participating in 
group  
planning and discussion; cooperating to accomplish goals 
 

Concepts: 
• Change  
• Civic values  
• Human rights  
• Justice  
• Power 

 
 
Technology Requirement: 
• Internet access  
• CD player or other audio player  
• Projection unit DVD player or video player, SMARTboard (if available) 
 
 

Vocabulary 
• human rights  
• individual liberties  
• social justice  
• advocate  
• activist 

 

Materials 
• Declaration of Human Rights  

http://www.speaktruth.org/defend/
declaration.html 

 
• Declaration of Independence and Bill of 

rights 
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/
constitution.html 

 
• Handouts of song lyrics (The songs a 

teacher selects will depend on the interests 
of his or her student population)  

• In the Ghetto http://
www.lyricsfreak.com/e/elvis+presley/
in+the+ghetto_20048735.html 

• The Message http://
www.lyricsfreak.com/e/elvis+presley/
in+the+ghetto_20048735.html 

 
• Handouts to song lyrics of To Bobby per-

formed by Joan Baez 
http://www.completealbumlyrics.com/
lyric/60783/Joan+Baez+-
+TO+BOBBY.html 
 

• Video (3:03) Robert F. Kennedy  
Remembered http://
blog.washingtonpost.com/44/2008/06/05/
robert_f_kennedy_remembered.html 
 

• Worksheet 1e: Questions for Song Lyrics 
(see next page)  
http://www.nysut.org/files/
rfk_Student_Handout_Gr11_Lesson1e.pdf 
 

• Biography of Robert F. Kennedy 
http://www.nysut.org/cps/rde/xchg/nysut/
hs.xsl/rfk_11088.htm 

 
 

http://www.nysut.org/cps/rde/xchg/nysut/hs.xsl/rfk_11099.htm�
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Background: Learning about Robert F. Kennedy's ideals and role in championing the causes of social justice requires  
students first to have an understanding of what social justice means and what social injustices existed and continue to exist 
today. 
 
Relevance to Current Issues: This lesson provides background knowledge to help students understand social justice issues 
in the 1960s and today. 
 
Student Activities: The teacher asks students to take three minutes to think about the following questions and write a  
response: 
• Describe a time when you or others were treated unfairly or unjustly.  
• How did you know that the situation was unjust?  
• How was the situation handled?  
• After students write their responses, the teacher facilitates a class discussion by asking: How do you know that  
 something is just vs. unjust? 
 
Activity 1 - What does social justice mean?  
The teacher should use student responses to derive a definition of "social justice."  
 
Suggested definitions of social justice: 
• A situation in which all individuals and groups in a society are treated fairly and equally, regardless of race, gender or 

any other factor that could be used to create situations of injustice. (www.fast-times.com/politicaldictionary.html)  
 

• Equitable access to resources and the benefits derived from them; a system that recognizes inalienable rights and adheres 
to what is fair, honest and moral. (www.mhhe.com/biosci/pae/glossarys.html)  
 

The teacher concludes this activity by asking students the following question: 
 
Where are an individual's rights to social justice defined?  
 
The teacher provides copies of human rights and individual liberties as defined in the United Nations Declaration of Human 
Rights, the Bill of Rights and the Declaration of Independence. Working in small groups, the students develop a graphic  
organizer that shows the relationship among generally accepted human rights and those identified in each of the three  
aforementioned documents. In a large-group discussion, the teacher should ask students to identify specific human rights 
they believe are most important for all people and to give a rationale for their selection. 
 
 

Activity 2 - Social Justice Portrayed in Music  
The teacher asks students to find a partner for this activity and distributes lyrics 
to a song about social justice. The song will be dependent on the  
interests of his/her students. Some suggested titles are: 
 
• "In the Ghetto" performed by Elvis Presley  
• "The Message" performed by Grandmaster Flash and the Furious Five 
 
With a partner, students will read the lyrics and answer the questions provided 
to the students. 
 
DOWNLOAD: www.nysut.org/files/rfk_Student_Handout_Gr11_Lesson1e.pdf  
or see page 18.  
If possible, play the original version of the song. 
 
The teacher facilitates a class discussion focusing on the following questions: 
 
• What is the purpose of the song(s)?  
• What are some of the current social injustice issues that are addressed in the 
  song(s)?  
• What kind of person do you think he was?  
• Why do you think a song was written about him? 

 

http://www.fast-times.com/politicaldictionary.html�
http://www.mhhe.com/biosci/pae/glossarys.html�
http://www.nysut.org/files/rfk_Student_Handout_Gr11_Lesson1e.pdf�
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"To Bobby" 
 
The teacher introduces "To Bobby" by informing students that they will be listening to a song from an earlier time period. 
Ask students to listen for answers to the same questions listed in the student handout. Distribute the lyrics to the Joan Baez 
song titled "To Bobby." If possible, play the original version of the song. The teacher facilitates a class discussion focusing 
on the following questions: 
 
• How does the song make you feel?  
• Who/What is the song about?  
• What are some of the issues that Bobby wrestled with in the song?  
• Who do you think Bobby was?  
 
 
Video, "Robert F. Kennedy Remembered" (see links listed under materials on page 16) 
 
 
Provide students with a brief biography of Robert F. Kennedy.  (see links listed under materials on page 16) 
 
 
Explain that Robert F. Kennedy's vision and actions regarding social justice issues will be the focus for this unit about social 
justice. The teacher should show the video above providing an overview of Robert F. Kennedy's impact and passion for  
social equality. 
 
 
Culminating Activity: The teacher asks each student to create an artistic expression relating to a social justice issue Robert 
F. Kennedy was involved in and that the student feels strongly about today. Ask students to choose one of the menu options 
below: 
 
• Song lyrics  
• Using technology  
• Poem  
• PowerPoint presentation 
 
 
 
 
Questions for Song Lyrics 
 
• What is the subject of the song? Cite specific lyrics. 

 
• What audience is the song trying to address? Describe the social class of the audience and how 
 it is relevant to the message of the song. 
 
• What is the purpose of the song? What does it try to accomplish? On what issue(s) is awareness raised? 
 Do you identify with the song? 
 
• How are the songs relevant to students? 

 
• Are songs an effective means of raising awareness about social justice issues? Why or why not? 
•  

Robert F. Kennedy: Champion of Social Justice • Grade 11 • Lesson 1e 
 http://www.nysut.org/files/rfk_Student_Handout_Gr11_Lesson1e.pdf 
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Lesson Plan 2: Grades 7—9 
Getting to Know Social Justice and Robert F. Kennedy    
This plan was taken from:  
http://www.nysut.org/cps/rde/xchg/nysut/hs.xsl/rfk_10668.htm  
 
Title: RFK: Speak Up, Speak Out   
Time Requirement: 60 minutes 
 
Objectives: 
Students will be able to: 
• Understand the concept of social justice and how Robert F. Kennedy was an 
 agent of change.  
• Make the connection between Robert F. Kennedy and how the power of  

individual actions can effect change. 
 
Skills: 
• Thinking skills – drawing inferences and making conclusions  
• Research and writing skills – organizing information; interpreting  
 information  
• Interpersonal and group relation skills – participating in group planning and 
 discussion; cooperating to accomplish  
 goals; assuming responsibility for carrying out tasks  
• Sequencing and chronology skills – understanding the concepts of time,  
 continuity and change  
• Map and globe skills – creating maps 

 
Concepts: 
• Change  
• Choice  
• Civic values  
• Citizenship  
• Human rights  
• Places and regions  
 
Technology Requirement:  
• DVD player and TV, Internet connection 
 
Background: This is the introductory lesson to a five-lesson unit on social justice issues with a focus on Robert F. 
Kennedy's advocacy for change. The scope of these lessons will be: 
• Desegregation  
• Rights of migrant workers  
• Children's rights  
• Bedford-Stuyvesant restoration project 
 
Relevance to Current Issues: Individuals and groups still take on injustice and discrimination issues affecting the 
disenfranchised, the poor, the neglected and the indigent by getting involved in community activities such as being 
politically active, going into public service and going green.  
 
Student Activities: 
• Divide students into cooperative work groups.  
• Show students the 2:19 minute clip on Robert F. Kennedy, Making a Difference, from this YouTube link: 
 www.youtube.com/watch?v=LgpUMr7er54  
• Show the clip a second time and ask the students to make a list of the people they see in the clip and write what 
 they think the quotes were about.  
• Ask the students to share their answers. Record the comments on the board, flip chart or smart board. 

Vocabulary 
• change  
• social justice  
• advocacy  
• arena  
• generation 
 
Materials 
• Biography of Robert F. Kennedy 

http://www.nysut.org/cps/rde/xchg/
nysut/hs.xsl/rfk_11088.htm 

 
• Vocabulary  
• Quotes from speeches  
• Access to the speeches  
• RFK: Making a Difference    
 (YouTube)  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=LgpUMr7er54 

• Maps: Civel Rights Hot Spots 
 (PBS)  

 http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/
 amex/mlk/maps/index.html 
 
Additional Resources 
• Video RFK at Columbia 1968;  
 RFK School Children 1968  
• www.rfkmemorial.org/  
• www.speaktruthtopower.org/  
• MacAfee, Norman, ed. (2004). 

 The Gospel According to RFK: 
 Why it Matters Now. New York: 
 Basic Books. 

http://www.nysut.org/cps/rde/xchg/nysut/hs.xsl/rfk_10668.htm�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LgpUMr7er54�
http://www.rfkmemorial.org/�
http://www.speaktruthtopower.org/�
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Activity 1: Students will read the quotes from Robert F. Kennedy and answer the guiding question.  
Students remain in cooperative groups. 
 
Quotations: 
 
• "It is not enough to understand or to see clearly. The future will be shaped in the arena of human activity by those willing to 
 commit their minds and their bodies to the task."  
 
• "Few will have the greatness to bend history itself; but each of us can work to change a small portion of events, and in the 
 total of all those acts will be written the history of this generation." 
        June 6, 1966, University of Capetown, South Africa 
 
Guiding Question: 
• List at least two ideas within the quote. Based on the two ideas, what do you think is the main idea of the quote? 
 
 
 
Culminating Activity: Based on the video, the Robert F. Kennedy quotes and biography provided in the introduction of the 
unit (see links listed under materials and additional resources, page 19), each group will write a quote on one of the following:  
 
• Helping children  
• Helping communities  
• Helping people to make their lives better 
 
 
Extension Activities: 
• Geography – provide students with a map of the United States.  
• Map the areas within the United States of social justice activities that Robert F. Kennedy engaged in between 1961 and  
 1968, based upon this PBS site: www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/mlk/maps/index.html. 
 
 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/mlk/maps/index.html�
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PARKING AND DIRECTIONS FOR THE FINE ARTS CENTER’S 
CONCERT HALL and RAND THEATER 

  

School Bus Parking: Students should be dropped-off at Haigis Mall off of Massachusetts Avenue.  
University Security will direct buses to an appropriate parking lot during the performance 
(typically by the football stadium). PLEASE BE SURE YOUR BUS DRIVER KNOWS THAT ALL PER-
FORMANCES LAST APPROXIMATELY 1 HOUR AND THEY SHOULD RETURN A FEW MINUTES BE-
FORE THE ANTICIPATED END TIME. If drivers are not with the buses, they may miss the radio 
call from security asking them to return for pick-up, resulting in unnecessary delays returning to 
your school. 
 

Individual cars: If necessary, individuals may drop-off students with a chaperone at Haigis Mall (you will be  
directed by security to the mid-point turn of Haigis Mall – see map) prior to parking. We rec-
ommend parking in the Campus Center Parking Garage to avoid searching for a me-
tered space. It is a five-minute walk to the Concert Hall. All other available parking during 
weekdays is at meters. Available lots and pricing (current as of 1/1/07) are listed below: 
 

Parking in the Garage is available to our patrons at a discounted rate of $1. To 
receive this rate you MUST give the Garage attendant a parking pass. To receive your 
pass, please call our office to let us know that you will be arriving by car. Parking passes 
are sent with the invoices. Please call (413) 545-2116 if you didn’t receive one. 
 

Parking meters are enforced Monday – Friday, 7AM – 5PM. Meter rates are  
$1.00 per hour.  

 

Parking Garage – near Campus Center, across from the Mullins Center off  
Commonwealth Avenue 

 Lot 34 – Behind Visitors Center with 3, 5 & 10-hour meters available 
 Haigis Mall – 2 hour maximum on meters 
 Lot 62 - Adjacent to Fernald Hall with 3 hour maximum on meters, limited spaces available. 

 

From the North: (Vermont, Greenfield) I-91 south to Route 116. Follow signs on 116 “To the University of 
Massachusetts.” Exit ramp leads to Massachusetts Avenue. Turn left (east) on to Massachusetts Avenue toward 
the campus. Continue through one light and watch for Lot 34 by the Visitors Center on your right and the en-
trance to Haigis Mall on your left. 
 

From the South: (Springfield, Holyoke) I-91 north to Route 9. Turn right (east) on Route 9 over the Coolidge 
Bridge and through Hadley. Turn left (north) on Route 116 (across from Staples) heading toward campus. Turn 
right at first exit at “University of Massachusetts,” then bear right onto Massachusetts Avenue toward campus. 
Continue through one light and watch for Lot 34 by the Visitors Center on your right and the entrance to Haigis 
Mall on your left. 
 

From the West: (Northampton, Pittsfield) Route 9 east through Northampton and over Coolidge Bridge. Fol-
low remaining directions under “From the South”. 
 

From the East: (Belchertown, Ludlow) North on Routes 21, 181 or 202 to Route 9 into Amherst. Right on to 
North Pleasant Street (main downtown intersection), north through center of town. Turn left at Triangle Street 
(Bertucci’s Restaurant on your right), rejoining North Pleasant Street. To reach Lot 34 and Haigis Mall continue 
on main road, which becomes Massachusetts Avenue. Haigis Mall will be on your right, Lot 34 on your left. 
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For Concert Hall, Rand Theater and Bowker Auditorium – Patrons traveling by car are encouraged to park in the parking garage. 
Discounted parking is available in the garage for $1. A parking permit is required for discounted parking in the garage. Please call 
the Arts & Educational Programs Office if you require permits at (413) 545-2116. All other parking on campus is at available  
meters at the rate of $1 per hour. Parking is enforced Monday – Friday, 7AM – 5 PM. 
 
Buses will drop-off students as indicated on map. Buses will be given parking instructions by Campus Security. 


	PARKING AND DIRECTIONS FOR THE FINE ARTS CENTER’S
	CONCERT HALL and RAND THEATER
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