





Who Are the Hot 8.....

TUBA: Band leader Bennie "Big Peter" Pete was born in New Orleans in 1976 and has played tuba since the sixth
grade. Bennie played previously with the Looney Tunes and was the founder of the Hot 8. His influences include
Tuba Fats, Keith Anderson, and Leroy Jones.

TRUMPET: Terrell "Burger" Batiste was born in New Orleans in 1984. He started playing baritone in the seventh
grade and joined the Hot 8 while he was still in high school. His influences include Miles Davis, Leroy Jones, and
Louis Armstrong.

BASS DRUM: Harry "Swamp Thang" Cook was born in New Orleans in 1976. He began playing in high school at
the age of sixteen. Harry's influences include Herlin Riley, Louis Armstrong, and Tuba Fats.

TROMBONE: Jerome "Baybay" Jones was born in New Orleans in 1975. Jerome comes from a family of musicians
and has played with the Looney Tunes, Dirty Dozen, Treme, and NewBirth brass bands. Influences include
Alonzo Barnes, Keith "Wolf" Anderson, ].J. Johnson, Fred Wesley and Maceo Parker.

TRUMPET: Alvarez "B.1.G. AL" Huntley was born in New Orleans in 1978. He played music in school from the
third grade until his graduation from Booker T. Washington high school then attended Southern University at
Baton Rouge on a music scholarship, then went to Dallas UNT. His influences include Wynton Marsalis, Stevie
Wonder, and Louis Armstrong.

SNARE DRUM: Dinerral "Dick" Shavers was born in New Orleans in 1981. He began playing in his second grade
brass band and later played in church, where his mother was the organist. His influences include Herlin Riley,
Kermit Ruffins, and the Dirty Dozen.

TRUMPET: Raymond "Dr. Rackle" Williams was born in New Orleans in 1961. He attended college in Hartford,
CT on a music scholarship and has recorded with Jackie McLean on the Blue Note label before joining the Hot 8
in 2001. His influences include McLean, Ellis Marsalis, and Clifford Brown.

TROMBONE: Keith "Wolf" Anderson was born in Chicago in 1964. He moved to New Orleans in 1973 and
graduated from St. Augustine high school. He has recorded with The Dirty Dozen and Rebirth brass bands and
with Doreen Ketchum. Keith's influences include The Olympia, Dirty Dozen, and Tuxedo brass bands.

TROMBONE: Jereau "Cousin" Fournett was born in New Orleans in 1984. He graduated from John F. Kennedy
high school. Influences include Little Joe, Wolf, Tyrus Chapman, Revert Andrews, and Troy Michael.

SAX: Wendell "Cliff" Stewart is the newest member of the Hot 8. Cliff was born in New Orleans in 1978, and his
earliest music encounter was in church, where his grandmother was the choir director and his mom the lead
soloist. He started playing brass band music at Alcee Fortier High School and continued his education at
Southern University in Baton Rouge.






Important Terms and Definitions:

Jazz A genre of American music that originated in New Orleans circa 1900 characterized
by strong, prominent meter, improvisation, distinctive tone colors & performance tech-
niques, and dotted or syncopated rhythmic patterns

Mardi Gras is a day of carnival, when people dress up, have parades, dance, eat, drink,
and stay up late. Mardi Gras means "Fat Tuesday" in French. The name "Fat Tuesday"
comes from the ancient custom of parading a fattened ox through the streets of Paris,
France, at the beginning of the celebration, which precedes Lent. Lent is the 40-day pe-
riod preceding Easter; it is a period of Christian religious observance when people tem-
porarily give up something they enjoy. Mardi Gras (also known as Shrove Tuesday) is
celebrated by some people as a last party before Lent. Mardi Gras is celebrated in many
places around the world, including: New Orleans, Louisiana, USA; Rio de Janeiro, Bra-
zil (where it is called Carnaval); Nice, France; and others. The traditional New Orleans
Mardi Gras colors are purple, green and gold.

Rhythm The pattern of musical movement through time; the patterned, recurring alternations of con-
trasting elements of sound or speech.

Second Line Parades are the descendants of the city’s famous jazz funerals and, apart from a casket,
mourners and a cemetery visit, they carry many of the same traditions with them as they march down
the streets. Today, the parades are not tied to any particular event, holiday or commemoration; rather,
they are generally held for their own sake and to let the good times roll.

Second lines trace their roots back to the 19th century and the fraternal societies and neighborhood or-
ganizations that collectively provided insurance and burial services to members, especially among the
African American community. The "first line" of a funeral consisted of the people who were an integral
part of the ceremony, such as the members of the club or krewe, or family and friends of the deceased.
The "second line" originally referred to people who were attracted to the music. Led by a "Grand Mar-
shal", the band and mourners would move to the burial site, with the band playing a dirge to signal the
struggles, the hardships, the ups and downs of life. On the way back, the music became more joyful.
Relatives, friends, and acquaintances would become the second line and dance with wild abandon. The
second line, usually sporting umbrellas and handkerchiefs, became traditional at these jazz funerals.

The noun second line, is also the name of a "unique dance", performed to the beat of New Orleans’ tradi-
tional jazz. The dance is an evolved version of an old African dance known as the, "Bambula".



The Lake Pontchartrain Causeway,
or the Causeway, consists of two
parallel bridges crossing Lake
Pontchartrain in southern Louisiana.
The longer of the two bridges is one of
the longest in the world — over water.
It measures at 23.87 miles (38.42 km)
long.

Water, Transport and New Orleans

The city of New Orleans owes its existence, and eco-
nomic viability, to the same geographic features that
keep it vulnerable. Originally, the French laid out the
network of swampy streets here in 1718, putting it as
close to the mouth of the river as feasible in order to
control this critical avenue into the middle of the conti-
nent both militarily and commercially. For centuries
since then, the Mississippi has acted as the primary
channel for the consumer goods, natural resources, and
agricultural products that make New Orleans one of the
world’s greatest ports. Lake Pontchartrain to the north
and the Gulf of Mexico to the south enhance the city’s
stature as a hub of travel, trade, and recreation. Prob-
lems with periodic flooding, tropical storms, and van-
ishing wetlands are ever-present reminders of instabil-
ity. Surrounded by water, the city is also surrounded by
risk. Yet New Orleans perseveres with an indomitable
spirit.

Common New Orleans Water Words:

Bayou (by' you) - slow stream, or body of water running
through a marsh or swamp.

Delta - soil deposit at mouth of river, often triangle shaped
Lake - large inland body of standing water

Levee - embankment for preventing flooding
River - natural stream of water of a significant volume

Swamp - wetland , often partially covered with water



Hurricane Katrina....

Hurricane Katrina of the 2005 Atlantic hurricane season was the costliest hurricane, as well as one of the five
deadliest, in the history of the United States. Among recorded Atlantic hurricanes, it was the sixth strongest
overall. Hurricane Katrina formed over the Bahamas on August 23, 2005, and crossed southern Florida as a
moderate Category 1 hurricane, causing some deaths and flooding there before strengthening rapidly in the Gulf
of Mexico. The storm weakened before making its second landfall as a Category 3 storm on the morning of
Monday, August 29 in southeast Louisiana. It caused severe destruction along the Gulf coast from central Florida
to Texas, much of it due to the storm surge. The most severe loss of life and property damage occurred in New
Orleans, Louisiana, which flooded as the levee system catastrophically failed, in many cases hours after the storm
had moved inland. The federal flood protection system in New Orleans failed at more than fifty places. Nearly
every levee in metro New Orleans was breached as Hurricane Katrina passed just east of the city limits.
Eventually 80% of the city became flooded and also large tracts of neighboring parishes and the floodwaters
lingered for weeks. At least 1,836 people lost their lives in the actual hurricane and in the subsequent floods,
making it the deadliest U.S. hurricane since the 1928 Okeechobee Hurricane. The storm is estimated to have been
responsible for $81.2 billion (2005 U.S. dollars) in damage, making it the costliest tropical cyclone in U.S. history.

The levee failures prompted corps commander Lt.
Gen. Carl Strock to commission an investigation
of the New Orleans flood protection system. In
New Orleans, responsibility for the system's
design and construction belongs by the federal
statute to the Corps of Engineers. Other
congressional investigations were launched into
response of the federal, state and local
governments, resulting in the resignation of
Federal Emergency Management Agency director
Michael D. Brown. Conversely, the National
Hurricane Center and National Weather Service
were widely commended for accurate forecasts
and abundant lead time. Three years later,
thousands of displaced residents in Mississippi
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and Louisiana were still living in trailers.

750,000 Number of Gulf Coast families forced to evacuate during Hurricane Katrina
Katrina Family Profile: Where Are They Now? FEMA (8/06)

1,000,000+ Number of Gulf Coast residents displaced by Hurricane Katrina
Housing Families Displaced by Katrina, The Brookings Institution (11/05)

627,525 Population New Orleans at its Peak, 1960
New Orleans of Future May Stay Half its Size, New York Times, January 21, 2007

444,000 Pre-storm population of New Orleans
New Orleans of Future May Stay Half its Size, New York Times, January 21, 2007

191,000 Population of New Orleans one year later (11/06)
New Orleans of Future May Stay Half its Size, New York Times, January 21, 2007
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