Thursday, February 27, 2003 - Bezanson Recital Hall 

Alan Silva and the Celestial Communication Orchestra Alan Silva's playing and live composition have been a highlight of the avant-garde's living history for the past 35 years. From his work with Sun Ra's Arkestra, through extended relationships with Bill Dixon, Cecil Taylor, Albert Ayler and the Frank Wright Center of the World quartet, Mr. Silva has been one of the music's most consistently valuable thinkers.  His contribution to the methodologies and vernacular of large ensemble improvisation is enormous, prefiguring the conductions of Butch Morris and the game pieces of John Zorn. His three-album, 1970 big-band recording, “Seasons” (BYG), is universally regarded as one of the high water marks in avant-garde jazz. Mr. Silva's orchestral pieces offer a broader view of his genius than perhaps any other setting. They reveal an artist of uniquely American themes and sources, informed equally by the legacies of Charles Ives, Duke Ellington, Charles Mingus and Sun Ra, developments in the visual arts (he is a former student of Hans Hoffman), and a preternaturally warped response to the post-WWII American culture of show tunes, film music, radio theater and cold war propaganda. 

"Make no mistake,” Coda Magazine wrote about Mr. Silva’s recent large ensemble recording for Eremite records, “this is first and foremost religious music. Every sound from the 24-member band, every gesture from conductor Silva serves an extra-musical purpose --creating a sonic analogy to a mystical experience. The sheer roiling volume, density, and fullness of tone created by the massive ensemble fills the listener with a powerful sense of the infinite, a sublime combination of awe, dread, and unearthly ravishment. Listening to the orchestra at full voice is like staring into the sun: searingly bright details team over the surface, then soloists explode out from the central mass like tongues of fire and collapse back into the inferno. This is irrational, excessive, beautiful, flamboyant, grandiose music, a paean to creation and a divine conception of humanity."

Mr. Silva has lived in Paris since the late 1960s.  There he founded and, for over twenty years, ran IACP (Institute for Artistic and Cultural Perception), a progressive music school that taught the Alan Silva Autodidactic System of Music Education. 

Alan Silva’s 25-piece Celestial Communication Orchestra will feature some of the most innovative musicians of our time, including:  Marshall Allen, Edward ‘Kidd’ Jordan, William Parker, Baikida Carroll, Roy Campbell, Joe Daley, Joseph Bowie and Warren Smith, among many others. The Orchestra will also include some of New England’s most important improvisers: Joe Morris, Raphe Malik, Laurence Cook, Paul Flaherty and Bill Lowe.

