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(Rockapella Rocks the Fine Arts Center)

From the children's television show, "Carmen San Diego," and coffee commercials to selling out concerts, Rockapella has electrified traditional a cappella. This five-man powerhouse, known for its close, clear harmonies and its humorous onstage banter, performs an infectious blend of soul, rock, R&B, and jazz. They appear at the UMass Fine Arts Center on Wednesday, April 7 for a 7:30pm curtain.
Rockapella is also recognized for inspiring new generations of a cappella artists, as a new wave of youth mouth drummers aspire to the unique talent of group member Jeff Thacher.  Why is Rockapella so popular? “One reason,” Thacher explains, “is that all the kids that watched Carmen San Diego are now in college, or just out of college, and are now fans. And the moms of those kids still love us, too. So we've got this built-in audience.” 
Rockapella was formed in the 1980s as a vocal quartet in Providence,

Rhode Island, by a group of young Brown University alumni. They eventually started

performing a cappella on New York City street corners with a hat out at their feet.






-more-

Business cards dropped in the hat led to work at private parties and clubs. As

the 1990’s began, Rockapella was chosen to perform on “Spike and Co.: Do It A

Cappella,” a widely hailed PBS program featuring the some of the finest contemporary

a cappella groups in the country. Shortly after, Rockapella was hired by the creators

of the PBS children’s geography game show, “Where In The World Is Carmen

San Diego.” Rockapella soon signed with a record label in Japan, where their sound proved to be extremely popular. In 1992, they hired vocal percussionist Jeff Thacher, whose mouth drumming helped define the Rockapella sound. The group officially became a quintet.


The quintet now features founding member Elliot Kerman, Kenneth Wright, George Baldi, Jeff Thacher, and Scott Leonard. Their distinctly original sound has developed over the years and today we find them at their musical zenith, in full command of their finely-honed skills.  To learn more about Rockapella, visit their official Web site at www.rockapella.com.
Rockapella is sponsored by 93.9 The River, Florence Savings Bank, Health New England and Hampshire Hospitality Group.  Tickets are $25, $20, $15; 17 and under $10.  Five College Students $15, $10, $7.  For tickets and information, call the Fine Arts Center Box office at 413-545-2511 or 1-800-999-UMAS, or go online to www.fineartscenter.com/centerseries.
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