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“Every person has a nature, but it’s not the same as Nature. ”

Samaneh Abri was born in 1992 in Tehran, Iran. She has exhibited in a range of Iranian and 
European shows. 
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“when you destroy life 
then life destroys you
all things we have came from nature”

Reyhaneh Afzalian, a student of painting in Art and Architecture at Azad University was 
awarded the 2013 diploma of excellence at the 9th Female Artist’s Art Annual in England.  She 
has exhibited in the U.S., Ireland, and France.
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“My work looks at historical narratives in the hands of contemporary powers. As an 
artist, I am interested in the manipulation of imagery and information. History and 
memory change by natural course and by force. America is a place of 
manipulated histories. I work with visual history as a found object to explore issues 
of American identity and mythology.”

JoshJosh Alan was born in 1983 in a small, paranoid town on the outskirts of Houston, Texas. He 
studied painting at Texas State University and eventually made his way back to Houston, where 
he now lives and works. Alan's work is expressive and dynamic, transitioning the familiar into 
obscurity and returning to the familiar. The jagged geometrics of his collage-based 
photography converge into faces and figures juxtaposed in and between texts, emblems, and 
icons. His work, which explores American mythology and iconography, is achieved through 
combinations of multiple disciplines including collage, photography, and digital processes.  
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“My purple heart was broken when you were killed for being black in a country 
where your ancestors mattered because they were its human commerce.  Where 
some have privileges by birth and history but scorn those whose experiences and 
opportunities differ by racial division-one man, one country, two nations.  
Upholding a flag with painful symbolism evoking hatred grounded in a war won 
but with flames still burning and the stench of gun fire still circling the air.  A land 
where citizens are stratified by pigmentation then using it as a target for bigotry, 
hatred,hatred, exclusion, misconceptions and often death- nobody is free.  So, I Breathe 
With You and bestow our nation’s medal of honor to all who recently died on the 
battlefield while walking, buying Skittles, driving or sitting silently praying because 
some of us have turned our backs on you. ”

Rosetta  DeBerardinis  has a full-time studio practice a few steps from the nation’s Capitol in 
Washington, D.C.  Her work has been exhibited and sold at museums, commercial galleries and 
art venues both nationally and internationally and included in public and private collections.  
She has received grants from the D.C. Commission on the Arts and Humanities for paintings in its 
public art collection, Liquitex, a major manufacturer of artist paint, awarded its ‘Artist of the 
Month’ in 2007 Her work is featured in the books, 100 Artists of Washington, DC and the One 
Word Project along with features in numerous magazines and newspapers.  
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“The video ‘Tissa oukolo’ (We are one) aims to promote love and peace among 
people. Regardless of race, ethnic background, religion, we must respect each 
other and live together in peace. We are all human beings, we are one people.”

Abdoul-GaniouAbdoul-Ganiou Dermani was born in Agou-Nyogbo,Togo and studied Painting and Batik Art at 
the College of Arts and Crafts in Kpalime, Togo. He currently lives and works in Stuttgart, Germany. 
His artistic practice takes on many forms including painting, drawing, mixed media, photography 
and video.  He has exhibited internationally in Europe, India, the U.S. Africa and Russia and has 
been earned numerous prestigious awards for his work.  



“I use all the skills I possess for the beautification of underprivileged people and to 
liberate the 134 million working children of India from human scavenging, the 
worst human right violation.  I am very much with the issue of Eric Garner.  Let all 
Black and Brown men breathe freely.”

John Devaraj is from Bangalore, India and is a painter, sculptor, mime artists, and theater artist.   
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“My work has to do with the devastating repression of people, in the United States, 
and in the world. Saturation Pink is for transgender, gay and lesbian people:  all of 
us who need more still than a federal directive for marriage equality to make us all 
equal.  Saturation Pink, is a hope, a chapel saturated with history and love.  Fluid 
News is a call to the world to stop the torture of people and the planet, and to give 
aid and sustenance to those in need.  Fluid Encounter is for the creatures of the 
world.”

RachelRachel Gugler is a printmaker who works primarily with monotype and uses collage as well as 
stencils, collagraphs, and transfer drawings.  She cites an early influence on her as the 
experience of seeing her mother come home from work with an apron full of black ink, and over 
the years watching her evolve in her work as a printmaker.  Rachel is a member of Zea Mays 
Printmaking in Northampton, MA.   
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“Earth pollution is increasing at alarming speed.  Fantastic creatures, animals and 
people try to survive in the new conditions.  On the one hand, they suffer from 
pollution, on the other they continue to sail on the waves of the consumer 
society.  Androgyne is a symbol of man born physically or mentally between the 
two sexes. Throughout his life, he is torn between male and female, Adam and 
Eve inside and outside.”

Olga Guseva alias Olga Guse was born in the city of Saratov, Russia, and studied art and art Olga Guseva alias Olga Guse was born in the city of Saratov, Russia, and studied art and art 
history.  Since 2003 she has lived in Germany.  The director of the International Experimental 
Animation Festival, Olga has also participated in numerous art and film festivals and received 
honors in Spain and the U.S for her work.  
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“The human need to kindness and love is evident.
If you do not love, you are forced into isolation.”

Reza Isapour was born in Iran, holds a Bachelor of Arts from the University of Culture and Art in 
Ardebil and has ten years of experience in experimental photography.
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“My work addresses the tension between iconic unity and digital fuzziness, 
between the uncontaminated original and its inevitable decay, between 
recognizability and facelessness, between personal and depersonalized identity 
through substitution, mediation and commoditization.  Drawing from mythology, 
politics, pop culture, ads, signage, my works emulate the process of 
materialization of a thought or imagination, bearing clues of transformation and 
morphing.  Signs and symbols are tools of communication.  Communication and 
itsits effectiveness determines distribution of power.  Symbols do not discriminate.  It 
is the understanding of symbols or lack thereof that disturbs the balance of 
power.”

Tania Sen was born in Kolkata, India.  She currently lives and works in New York/New Jersey.  
Through painting, drawing, sculpture and installation she explores traditional symbolism through 
personal interpretation.  Sen graduated with Honors in English Literature from Calcutta University 
and completed a Masters in Communication Arts from New York Institute of Technology.  She 
completed an MBA while working in the advertising and design industry in New York City.  After 
being in the industry for some twenty years, she turned to teaching and art therapy.
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“Believing in the equality of man and fighting, talking, creating against racism all 
my life is a big part of me. Living among the Lakota people for 12 years and 
experiencing racism, every day influenced my work as such.  In the words of an old 
friend of mine, Dave American Horse, ‘What do you see if I cut off my arm, what’s 
inside ? What do see if you cut off your arm, what’s inside? Its blood, what color 
does it have ? Are we not all red inside?’”

ThomasThomas J. Steuer, born in Munich, Germany creates photography, graphic design, photo art, 
multi-media shows and writes poetry, essays, children stories and fairy tales.  He has travelled 
and lived in Greece, Spain, UK, Italy, France, Finland, USA, Canada and Costa Rica, and has 
studied native art and culture with several tribes in South Dakota, Canada and Brazil. 
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“Art is a way for adults to (remain) play(ing).  In the field of art, adults can try the 
existing, the normative, the common good, and reverse their meanings and uses. 
Art is not about making something beautiful or appealing. We must be ready to 
start all over again each and every time to create a whole new universe.  I want 
myself and the viewer to self-reflect.  For this, I create a sense of unease, I create 
shame, I reverse social roles, I reverse gender-roles, I break rules and codes, I 
gate-crash.  Everything I do and make is autobiographical, whether I disguise this 
or not.”or not.”

Iffy Tillieu was born in Brussels in 1978 and graduated from Luca School of Arts in 2003. She has 
exhibited in Berlin, Amsterdam, Brussels, Canada, Tehran, Pittsburgh, Chicago, Copenhagen, 
Auckland, London, Vienna and Istanbul.  She explores the impact that borders, whether visible 
or invisible, and whether mental, cultural or visual have on human conditions. 
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“Railroad Underground depicts the unjust criminal process that exists in this country 
for the poor, minority and middle class.  By underfunding public defense 
assistance and overloading defense attorneys’ client list, there is a natural push by 
attorneys to accept pleas despite their clients’ guilt. The bail system adds to that 
pressure on the clients themselves. The modern day middle class can ill afford the 
price of an attorney with ongoing adjournments used by prosecutors to force their 
acceptance of their terms of plea bargain. The prosecuting attorneys and police 
frameframe the defendant within the parameters of the penal law and evidence 
procured without regard for the actual truth of an incident. I know this from 
working within the court system for thirty years.”

Tony Wells’ works are often like music in its movement, its rhythm and harmony within structure 
and color schemes.  At other times, his work is more visual. The manipulation of old magazines, 
books and image sources allowed him to pull media from other sources, which inspires 
resourcefulness. His collages are made up of separate pieces of paper with carefully chosen 
image, color and structural properties. 

Green Boy
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“I trust that the evolution of my work will always be consistent and true to the high 
ideals of my ancestors, and accessible and stimulating to all.”

ShirleyShirley Jackson Whitaker is a native of Waycross, a small south Georgia town.  Her formal art 
training has been very limited and experience in the art world short, but she has already 
demonstrated extraordinary skills and love for all aspects of the field.  Her mother always said 
that her artistic skills were “gifts from your grandmother” who displayed abilities in playing the 
piano, singing and drawing. Using subjects and ideas from her up brining in the south, Dr. 
Whitaker expresses her love for life and people in a style that is colorful and simple. The 
excitement in her work so impressed printmaker Leonard Baskin that he offered to help expand 
her skills in etching and printing. her skills in etching and printing. 

Shirley Whitaker
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