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What’s Wrong with Pornography?

Glossary of Terms

Defamatory Material: publications, films, or other cultural materials which do any of the following: exaggerate or falsely create differences between an oppressed group and the population at large; portray that group as not only different but also inferior; attribute to the members of that group inhuman characteristics and reactions (for example, pleasurable response to abusive treatment); portray that group as “immoral” or evil, and therefore deserving of violence.

Historically, defamatory material has served as a precursor to physical violence directed at oppressed groups (for example, Nazi literature before the Holocaust, or Ku Klux Klan literature prior to U.S. racial violence). Pornography, which depicts women in ways consistent with the above definition, falls within this category of defamatory material.

Pornography: writing or imagery that objectifies, degrades and brutalizes a person in the name of sexual stimulation or entertainment. The root of the word “pornography” is “porne,” which means the graphic depiction of female sexual slavery.

The proposed anti-pornography amendment to the Civil Rights Ordinance of the Minneapolis City Council defines pornography as the sexually explicit subordination of women, graphically depicted in either pictures or words, in which women are presented in one or more of the following ways:

· as dehumanized sexual objects, things, or commodities

· enjoying pain and humiliation or experiencing pleasure in being raped

· tied up, cut up, mutilated, bruised, or physically hurt

· in postures of sexual submission or servility

· women’s body parts are shown such that women are reduced to those parts

Erotica: the depiction of mutually pleasurable sexual experiences. It can include explicit sex, nudity, and sexual play, but it does not involve pain or punishment. The root of the word “erotica” is “eros,” meaning passionate love, free will, no gender specified.

PORNOGRAPHY:

Spans a wide range of objectification and violence in the media: According to the above definition, pornography includes: 

· the use of women’s bodies to sell consumer good (i.e., advertising)

· films that focus on the attack of young women by sexually frustrated men

· comics, pulp novels, science fiction magazines, a number of which are directed at young people, which carry the messages, “Women are powerless, women can be used for any purpose, violence against women is fun and exciting.”

· soft core porn, which almost always portrays the objectification and degradation of women, and increasingly portrays violence against women 

· hard core porn, which portrays the mutilation and murder of women for male entertainment
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