Etruscan Inscriptions in the Royal Ontario Museum
REXWALLACE
(This is a pdf of the paper that appeareddtruscan NeW#s(2006) pp. 5-6.)

1. At the Royal Ontario Museumin Toronto, | viewed (8/14/01) two Etruscan
inscriptions on cinerary urns of a cylindrical type commonat Chiusi: The urns were
publishedin Hayes1985under the catalogueentry numbersG13and G15* Another
inscription on a cinerary urn of this sametype, G14® waspublishedby Hayesin Studi
Etrusch{Hayes1975)and sowasincludedin RixOsompendiumof Etruscantexts (ETCI
1.2484%.G13 and G15 seem to have been overlooked.

2. Inscription G13was painted in dark red on the round lid of the urn in
sinistroverse direction (photograph f)Hayes (1985: 166) transcribed G13 as f (1).

(1) vepnep vocna.l sex

Hayes€adingmay beimproveduponin severalways.Firstof all, the third letter of
word oneis tau. The oblique crossbar dissectsthe vertical near the top ~ . Thefinal
letter must be iota A short dashof red paint appearsnear the bottom of the vertical
stroke, but this is accidentalor perhapsthe result of the scribenot cleanlylifting his
brush from the surfaceof the ceramic! The first word is vetnei, a feminine family
name.In two placeswords are separatedby punctuation in the form of a colon. This
dividing signis visible after vetnei and after lambdaA single dot standsbetweenthe
alphaof viocnaandthe following lambdalt is probablethat the lower dot is no longer
visible. A revised reading of the inscription is given in (2).

(2) vetnei:vocnaal: ge

2.1 The letterforms in this inscription are typical of those found in other 2nd
century B.Cinscriptions from Chiusi.Accordingto MaggianiGslassificationof Etruscan
alphabetsof the Hellenistic Age (Maggiani 1990),the letterforms in G13may be
categorizedasTipoll, settentrionaldl, seca.C The lowermostoblique stroke of epsilon
and wauis elongatedand it meetsthe vertical just belowthe mid-point; the topmost
stroke in both letters is short and slightly bowed.Nuhasthe form N. Khiis aninverted
arrow W The crossbar of thalphadescends very gently in the direction of writing.
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2.2Theinterpretation doesnot presentproblems.Theinscription is afunerary text.
The deceaseds a femalewhosefamily namevetnei is accompaniedy a metronymic
phraseviocnad : se¢. The separationof the inflectional ending -1 of the genitive from
its nominal basevicchaandthe placementof a dividing point betweenthe two mustbe
anerror on the part of the painter. A more accuratetranscription of this inscription is
in (3).

(3)  vetnei: vibcna{a}l : se OVetnei, daughter ofd¢nad

2.3 The family to which the deceasedelongedis well representedin funerary
inscriptions at Clusium.The name,in various morphologicalincarnations® is attested
in 18inscriptions (vetnalgen.sg..ETCI1.7731.14521.2657ETP187;vetnalicagen.sg.
+articular pro.: C11.10291.18401.2305,1.2306yetnei: Cl 1.1686yetinal gen.sg.:Cl
1.941yvetinei: C11.16881.1689yvetenei Cl1.1691yvetanalgen.sg..Cl11.13121.1313,
1.1350and vetanei Cl1.107,1.322)° The nameis also found nearby at Perusia(Pe
vetnei: 1.845;1.1047)but only in two inscriptions. viocnei, the family name of the
mother of vetnei, is not attestedin inscriptions recoveredat Clusium,but the stem
from which it wasbuilt, vioce, is, both asa masculinefamily name(ETCI 1.54;1.820)
andasacognome(Cl1.1041CI1.1200)Outsideof Clusiumthe family nameviocenei
([with anaptyxis?],)appearsasa cognomeon afunerary inscription from Arretium (ET
Ar 1.73).The nameviocna, without accompanyingonomasticphrase,wasincisedon a
vase from theAger SaenendisST AS 2.7).

3. Inscription G15runsin sinistroversedirection aroundthe upperrim bandof the
cylindrical body of the urn (photographs2 & 3). Thetranscription of Hayes(1985:168)
is reproduced in (4).

(4) lard velyite &ipinal

Hayes@adingis correct, exceptthat he doesnot indicate the punctuation that is
visible betweenthe personalname and the family name of the deceased(5) is the
correct reading for G15.

(5) lare & vejite &ipinal OLd Velyjte, (son) of VipineiO

3.1Twoscribeswereresponsiblefor incising G15Thefamily namevelyite andthe
metronymic vipinal werewritten by one hand.Theletters in thesewordswereincised
in areasonablyneat fashion (photograph2). They are, for the most part, uniform in
sizeand spacedequidistantfrom one another. The personalnamelaré wasaddedby
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another hand. The letters were crudely incisedand were positioned awkwardly with

respectto one another (photograph 3). The alphaand the rho are larger than other

letters in the inscription. The scribewho incisedthis word failed to write within the

boundariesof the upper band that encirclesthe urn. The bandis demarcatedby a
groove, abovewhich most of the letters were written. The tail of the rho and the

oblique barsof the alphaof laré descendar belowthe groove.In contrastto the alpha
of vipinal, in which the medial bar is horizontal 8, the medial bar of the alphaof lar8

descends sharply toward the right in the opposite direction of writing

The letterforms invelyite & vipinamay be classified a&3po Il, settentrionale, 1l sec.

(Maggiani 1990),but some shapesdo not match those in the model script.** For
example,the topmostoblique stroke in epsilorand wauis not bowed.And whereasthe
lowermostoblique stroke of wauis elongated this is not the casefor epsilonAll of the
obliqguebarsof this letter areroughly equalin length E Tauhasthe form T, the oblique
dissectingthe vertical at the top without sloping too noticeablyin the direction of
writing.

3.2G15is alsoa funerary text. The deceaseds rememberedby his personalname
and family name lar6 velyite, which are followed by a metronymic vipinal, the
feminine form of the family nameof the deceased@wother (vipinei). Thefamily name
of the deceasedyelyite, confirms Clusiumas the point of origin of the urn. Six
inscriptions, all from this area, may be attributed to membersof this family. Two
inscriptions refer to malesnamedlar velyite (ETCI1.576,1.577)% Athird inscription
namesthe husbandof the deceaseésa memberof the velyite family (velyites gen.sg.,
ETCI1.1721)Femalemembersof the family (velyiti) are attestedin ETCI| 1.466,1649
and 1650

The mother of the deceasedelongedto the vipina family. To judge from the
numberof funerary inscriptions with this name,the family wasparticularly prominent
at Clusium.In the nominative casealone there are 27 masculineforms vipi and 27
feminine forms vipinei for atotal of 54 funerary inscriptions referring to membersof
this family during the neo-Etruscan period (4th c. - 1 ¢c. BXC.).

4. Hayes(1985:167-168)dates G13and G15to the 2nd-1stc. B.C.basedon the
morphologyof the cinerary urn. Thisdateis borne out by the shapeof the letterforms
of the inscriptions.
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ABBREVIATIONS

Ar = Arretium

AS = AgerSaenensis

CIL = Pauli &anielssonCorpus Inscriptionum Etruscarum
Cl = Clusium

Co = Cortona

ET = RixEtrusckishEexte
ETP = Wallace, Shamgochian & PattersBtruscan Texts Project Online
Pe = Perusia

FOOTNOTES

1.In the summerof 2005my colleague DominiqueBriquel,informed me that one of
his students,FabricePoli, had recently completeda study of thesesameinscriptions.
His paper will appearin the next issueof Studi Etruschi My colleaguealso kindly
forwardedto me his own discussionof HayesG15.This paperwill alsoappearin Studi
Etruschi

2. Each catalogue entry in Hayes 1985 has commentary and photographs.
Unfortunately, the photographsare not of sufficient quality to permit the reading of
inscriptions G14and G15in their entirety. Most of G13canbe madeout, but the first
and the last letters cannot be seen clearly.

3.In Hayes1975:103-104G14is transcribedaslar6ia : titi : magx[ PPP]. According
to Hayeq1985168) the editors of StudiEtruschwereresponsiblefor the readingof the
third word. Hayeslabeledthe reading OhighlyconjecturalOlndeed,the stylized sketch
of the remainsof the painted letters given by Hayes(1985:168)doesnot appearto
support the reading proposedby the editors. However,it appearsto me asif the
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reading macX[ is the correct one.If the secondletter is an alphait is larger than the
alphasf lar@ia. The upper part of the letter, where the oblique strokesconverge,is
missing.It may originally have beenpainted on the lip or rim of the lid. Thisline of
reasoningis suggestedoy the fact that the rightmost stroke beginsto arc leftward
toward the edge of the upper band. The letterform afggmmas illegible to me.

4. Rix publishedthe inscription, ETCI 1.2484with a minor addendumHereadthe
fourth letter asy, and the third word asthe cognomemacuy([tia], for which it was
possible to citemacutia(ET Cl 1.2483) as@mparandum

5. Throughoutthe paperlinguistic formsin the Etruscanalphabetaretranscribedin
bold. Epigraphicconventions:Squarebrackets[ a ] indicate letters that have been
restoredor canno longer be read;curly brackets{ a } indicate characterserroneously
written by the scribe;the underdota indicatescharactersthat are damagedand/or no
longer clearly legible. Grammaticalabbreviations.gen.=genitive; pro. =pronoun; sg.=
singular.Referenceso Etruscaninscriptions arefrom Pauli& Danielssor{CIE)Rix 1991
(ET) and Wallace, Shamgochian & Patterson 2004-2005 (ETP).

6. HayesQ@ranscriptions are updated in light of a more current system of
transcription. Greeksigmao for a palatal sibilant / $/; s standsfor a dental /s/. The
dental and velar aspirated stops @eandy respectively.

7. Theinscription wasdiscoveredon the lid of the urn during cleaning(Hayes1985:
166).

8. FordiscussionseeMaggiani1990:188-191Followingthe schemgproposedin an
earlier article (Maggiani1984)the letterforms belongto a subtypeof the OregularizedO
variety, C4.

9. The masculinestem is vetna; the feminine is vetnei. The forms with medial
vowel, vetinei, vetenei vetanalandvetaneij are to be explainedby anaptyxigseeRix
1984217) by morphologicalrenewal(vetnal! vetenalunderinfluence of vete), or by
a combination of the two.

10.Morphologicallyrelated forms, vetni and vetini, are found at Clusium(vetni: CI
1.1684yetini: Cl 1.1685) and Cortongetni: Co 1.23).

11.Thealphabetappearsto havefeaturesof Tipoll, Etruriasettentrionaléll seca.C.
(no. 2) andrlipo Il, Etruria settentrionale, Il sena.@).
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12.G15ETCI1.576and ET Cl 1.577havethe sameonomasticphrase,larf velyite
vipinal. ETCI1.576and ETCI 1.577may refer to the sameperson.ET Cl 1.576was
incisedon a ceramictegolawhich could havebeensetup at the entranceto the tomb.
Gl15and ETCl 1.577probably refer to personsbelongingto two generationsof the
velyite family. ETCl 1.577waspainted on a ceramicolla(CIEl, 606).Punctuationis in
the form of acolon (:). Asnotedin ©3,G15vasincisedalongthe upperbandof the body
of the urn and a single dividing point was used to separate the words.

13. For other case-forms for this family name see the indices in Rix 1991, Bd. I.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

2. Inscription G15. Photograph courtesy of the Royal Ontaio Museum.
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3. Inscription G15. Photograph courtesy of the Royal Ontario Museum.



