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ESL Program Course Offerings:  


Fall 2010 & Spring 2011
Offered in the day division of the university, all ESL Program courses follow the official Academic Calendar for UMass & the other member colleges of the Five College Program. No summer or evening ESL Program courses are currently offered. The ESL Program is not affiliated with the School of Education, which provides Bilingual, ESL & Multicultural teacher training (BEM Program). 
WHO MAY ENROLL IN ESL PROGRAM COURSES
Currently registered full-time graduate & undergraduate students in degree programs who are non-native speakers of English may enroll on SPIRE. Five-college students with full-time status may also enroll. Visiting scholars do not enroll; they are invited to seek permission from course instructors to attend classes on a regular basis. Qualified non-matriculated students on a space-available basis may enroll as special students after receiving permission from course instructors. 
GENERAL INFORMATION ON THE ESL PROGRAM COURSES

· For advanced students wishing to attain an expert level of academic second language proficiency, as defined by the American Council of Foreign Language Teaching

· Focus on writing, speaking, reading, and listening skills needed in undergraduate and graduate courses in the academic disciplines

· Informed by up-to-date findings in the research domains of Second Language Acquisition, Intercultural Studies, Applied Linguistics, Corpus Linguistics, and English for Specific Purposes

· Taught by experienced language specialists with graduate degrees in teaching English to speakers of other languages
ESL Program University of Massachusetts Amherst
Fall 2010  
IMPROVE YOUR RESEARCH ENGLISH WRITING SKILLS
   ESL 290D Academic Writing for Graduate Students,* 3 credits
       *Created with the Funding Support of a Center of Teaching Faculty Grant
· Appropriate for graduate and upper-division undergraduate students
· Helps emerging scholars position themselves to participate in their disciplines for activities such as writing journal articles for publication and giving conference presentations

· Uses a classic textbook designed for non-native English speaking graduate students

· Focuses on writing data commentaries, research article summaries and abstracts, book reports, critiques of research articles, and original research papers, within the context of students’ own academic disciplines
· Provides oral presentation practice related to writing assignments
· Develops awareness of discipline-specific text types and genres as well as formal register usage
· Promotes awareness of audience and purpose considerations
· Teaches how to select precise vocabulary, choose from a range of linguistic structure options, and make language clear and concise in order to communicate intended meaning

· Facilitates learning how to revise texts to make them flow smoothly
· Requires small group discussion, individual conferences, and a Writing Portfolio
11:15- 12:30







Tues / Thurs 




ESL Program University of Massachusetts Amherst
  Fall 2010 

FULFILL YOUR GEN-ED GLOBAL DIVERSITY REQUIREMENT**
              ESL 290E English for Medical and Health Professionals,* 3 credits

                *Created with the Funding Support of a Gen Ed Diversity Grant
· Appropriate for upper-division undergraduate and graduate students
· Empowers nonnative English speaking future nurses, doctors, and health professionals to enhance on- the-job communication skills

· Develops cross-cultural expertise by examining cultural differences representative of the multicultural workplace

· Improves spoken and non-verbal communication skills, active listening skills, and voice-management skills

· Includes focus on contextualized reading and writing activities that promote critical inquiry
· Evaluates English language use for meaning, accuracy, and appropriateness
· Reviews key grammar and vocabulary structures indicated by English for Specific Purposes (ESP) focusing on medical English research

· Makes use of film clips and audio transcripts of authentic medical scenarios

· Engages students in improvisation and role-play simulations

· Provides oral presentation practice 
· Uses an ESP text written exclusively for non-native speakers of English

· Promotes professionalism and builds confidence

**Pending approval of the Gen Ed Council
1:00- 2:15







Tues / Thurs
ESL Program University of Massachusetts Amherst
Fall 2010   &  Spring 2011 

IMPROVE YOUR ADVANCED WRITING SKILLS
ESL 130 Advanced Composition,* 3 credits

*Updated with the Funding Support of a Center of Teaching Faculty Grant

· Appropriate for upper-division undergraduate, graduate, and selected first-year undergraduate students

· Facilitates critical inquiry by exploring global and local issues from multicultural perspectives in academic readings, recorded lectures, and film clips

· Promotes attaining an expert level of second language writing proficiency to meet academic community expectations

· Integrates speaking, listening, and reading skills into the writing curriculum

· Concentrates on multiple-drafting of well-organized, clearly written  essay compositions that use a variety of rhetorical modes

· Emphasizes considerations of audience and purpose 

· Focuses on selecting appropriate and accurate language to communicate intended meaning

· Uses peer response techniques and teacher guidance to provide writing and oral presentation feedback

· Teaches key proofreading and editing skills needed by non-native speakers of English

· Examines intercultural influences on writing arising from the ever-increasing global development of World Englishes
1:00- 2:15








Tues / Thurs
ESL Program University of Massachusetts Amherst
Fall 2010 

IMPROVE YOUR ADVANCED GRAMMAR EXPERTISE & ADVANCED               



WRITING SKILLS

ESL 120 Advanced Grammar and Writing,* 6 credits
*Revised with the Funding Support of a Center of Teaching Faculty Grant
· Appropriate for selected first-year undergraduate students, upper-division undergraduate students, and graduate students

· Focuses on attaining expert levels of second language grammar and academic writing proficiency

· Concentrates on multiple-drafting of well-organized, clearly-written paragraphs and short essays that use a variety of rhetorical modes

· Develops the ability to use language meaningfully, accurately, and appropriately

· Helps students recognize and track their own grammatical error patterns

· Teaches key proofreading and editing skills needed by non-native speakers of English

· Examines literary and expository texts written in English by professional multilingual writers, using these texts as sources for writing assignments

·  Refines critical thinking skills for discussion and writing
· Requires small group discussion, individual conferences, and a writing portfolio

9:30- 12:30







Tues / Thurs
ESL Program University of Massachusetts Amherst
Spring 2011 

      IMPROVE YOUR PROFESSIONAL GRAMMAR SKILLS
ESL 290C Professional Grammar for Writing and Speaking,* 3 credits
*Created with the Funding Support of a Center of Teaching Faculty Grant
· Appropriate for both graduate and undergraduate students

· Builds confidence for writing and speaking in academic and professional contexts 

· Goes beyond the teaching of handbook rules to promote understanding of how the English language functions as a system of communication
· Uses a linguistic approach that helps students build a repertoire of options to use academic language meaningfully, appropriately, and accurately in writing and oral presentation assignments

· Includes in-class activities such as grammatical and lexical consciousness-raising achieved  by analyzing texts for characteristic features, revising written and oral discourse, proofreading and editing for typical language errors, and engaging in contextualized writing and speaking tasks
· Requires that students keep a personal inventory of patterns of errors in order to chart their own progress

· Targets the language used in representative genres of a variety of academic disciplines, as revealed by computer-aided Corpus Linguistics and the research domain of English for Specific Purposes. 

· Draws upon authentic disciplinary readings, recorded lectures, and film clips

· Requires small group discussion, individual conferences, and a writing and speaking portfolio 
9:30-10:45







Tues / Thurs
ESL Program University of Massachusetts Amherst
Spring 2011 

      IMPROVE YOUR ORAL COMMUNICATION SKILLS
ESL 125 Techniques of Oral Communication, 3 credits
· Appropriate for both undergraduate and graduate students

· Designed by the esteemed phonology scholar Rebecca Dauer
· Develops overall oral communication skills of advanced non-native speakers of  English

· Provides on-going assessment and guidance to help students attain an expert level of second language speaking and listening proficiency 

· Improves intelligibility through focus on mastery of American English sounds, rhythm, stress, and intonation
· Enhances listening skills through audio tapes and video clips
· Makes use of short speeches, dialogues practice, improvisation, and role-play simulations
· Focuses on teaching students to monitor and repair their own speech errors

· Enables students to feel more confident and comfortable as public speakers for academic and professional audiences

11:15-12:30







Tues / Thurs
