
Mount Holyoke College 
Spring 2018 English Courses 

 

ENGL 199 Intro to Study of Literature (English 200 equivalent course) 
Mon/Wed 11:00-12:15  Instructor: Wesley Yu 
This course examines various strategies of literary representation through a variety of genres, 
including such traditional literary forms as the novel, lyric poetry, drama, and autobiography, 
as well as other cultural forms, such as film. Particular attention is given to student writing; 
students are expected to write a variety of short essays on selected topics. Though the themes 
of specific sections may vary, all sections seek to introduce students to the terminology of 
literary and cultural discourse. Please note that this course is a requirement for all English 
majors. 

Prereq: Any first-year seminar.  Permission is required for interchange registration during the 
add/drop period only. 

ENGL 201 Intro to Creative Writing (200+ English elective)(creative writing spec.) 
Lecture 1: Mon 1:15-4:05  Instructor: Andrea Lawlor 
Lecture 2: Tues 1:15-4:05  Instructor: Samuel Ace 
This course offers practice in writing various kinds of narrative. Assignments emphasize clarity, 
concision, and creativity. Exercises lead to longer work: sketches or short stories. Students 
hone critical as well as writing skills. Student papers are duplicated and discussed in class, 
along with selected works by published authors. 

Course limited to sophomores, juniors and seniors. Permission is required for interchange 
registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 205 Playwriting (200+ English elective)(creative writing spec.) 
Fri 1:15-4:05  Instructor: Sarah Sutherland 
This course offers practice in the fundamentals of dramatic structure and technique. Weekly 
reading assignments will examine the unique nature of writing for the theatre, nuts and bolts 
of format, tools of the craft, and the playwright's process from formulating a dramatic idea to 
rewriting. Weekly writing assignments will include scene work, adaptation, and journaling. The 
course will culminate in a significant writing project. Each class meeting will incorporate 
reading student work aloud with feedback from the instructor and the class. Students will 
listen, critique, and develop the vocabulary to discuss plays, structure, story, and content. 

Prereq: One course in Theatre Arts or a creative writing English course.  Permission is required 
for interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 211 Shakespeare (Early British literature or 200+ English elective) 
Mon/Wed 11:00-12:15  Instructor: Suparna Roychoudhury 



A study of some of Shakespeare's plays emphasizing the poetic and dramatic aspects of his art, 
with attention to the historical context and close, careful reading of the language. Eight or nine 
plays. 

Course limited to sophomores, juniors and seniors. Permission is required for interchange 
registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 215 Chaucer’s Literary World (early British literature or 200+ English elective) 
TuTh 1:15-2:30 Instructor: Wesley Yu 
Who and what did Chaucer read? How did Chaucer's literary environment move him to explore 
love, human will, differences of perspective, and ideas of closure (the efficacy of complaint, 
poetic endings, and the poet's accomplishments). These topics will be studied in light of the 
ranging literary influences from the medieval world, especially Chaucer's adaptation of 
classical poetry, French and Italian vernacular verse, romance, saints' lives, allegory, and beast 
fables. All readings are in Middle English, concentrating on a selection of Chaucer's short 
poems and his major works prior to The Canterbury Tales. 

Comments: Prereq: English 200 equivalent course.  Permission is required for interchange 
registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 217BF British and Irish Fiction: 1900-1945 (British literature after 1700 or 
Anglophone or 200+ English elective) 
TuTh 1:15-2:30 Instructor: Katherine O’Callaghan 
This course examines fiction by some of the key British and Irish writers from the first half of 
the twentieth century (1900-1945). We will be interested in the ways in which the form and 
content of the novel and the short story have been impacted by changes in social and cultural 
contexts. The course will cover topics such as the end of empire and the pervasive influence of 
music on modernist writers. The reading list will include works by James Joyce, Virginia Woolf, 
Katherine Mansfield and Elizabeth Bowen. 

Prereq: English 200 equivalent course.  Permission is required for interchange registration 
during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 217GE Global English: Written/Spoken (Anglophone or 200+ English elective) 
Mon/Wed 2:40-3:55 Instructor: Mark Shea 
What is the relationship between language and social and political power? This course is an 
interdisciplinary study of the global role of the English language. Migration, education, and 
identity are major themes of the course, and we look at how linguists, policy-makers, and 
individuals grapple with these complex topics. This course also focuses on students' 
development of their written and spoken communication skills and is open to students in all 
disciplines. Our approach to writing and speaking may be particularly effective for students 
who do not identify as native speakers of English. 

Permission is required for interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 



ENGL 217SC Stage to Screen (200+ English elective) 
TuTh 10:00-11:15 Instructor: Sarah Sutherland 
A study of ten to twelve plays and their film adaptations. Plays are drawn from a range of 
periods and genres, and films are chosen to show the scope of adaptive approaches from 
filmed play to radical re-imagining. The course will include readings on the theory and history 
of theatre-to-film adaptations. Playwrights will likely include Christopher Marlowe, Oscar 
Wilde, Tennessee Williams, Eugene O'Neill, Lorraine Hansberry, Edward Albee, Harold Pinter, 
David Mamet, and David Henry Hwang. 

Prereq: 4 credits in English, Film Studies, or Theatre Arts. Permission is required for 
interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 219QT Queer and Trans Writing (200+ English elective) 
Mon 7:00-9:50 PM Instructor: Andrea Lawlor 
What do we mean when we say "queer writing" or "trans writing"? Are we talking about writing 
by queer and/or trans authors? Writing about queer or trans practices, identities, experience? 
Writing that subverts conventional forms? All of the above? In this course, we will engage 
these questions not theoretically but through praxis. We will read fiction, poetry, comics, 
creative nonfiction, and hybrid forms. Expect to encounter work that challenges you in terms 
of form and content. Some writers we may read include Ryka Aoki, James Baldwin, Tom Cho, 
Samuel R. Delany, kari edwards, Elisha Lim, Audre Lorde, Cherríe Moraga, Eileen Myles, and 
David Wojnarowicz. 

Prereq: ENGL-201 and 4 credits in Gender Studies.  Permission is required for interchange 
registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 225TR Jewish Literary Imagination (Anglophone or 200+ English elective) 
Wed 7:00-9:50 pm Instructor: Nigel Alderman 
This course maps the range of Jewish literary expression in the Twentieth Century, Beginning 
with the folktales of Sholem Aleichem and parables and stories by Franz Kafka, we will move 
on to novels and films that explore Jewish family life across nations and historical eras (Eastern 
Europe, America, Israel). Among the core themes will be the literary response to the Shoah in 
works by Primo Levi, Aharon Appelfeld, and Anne Michaels. The course concludes with more 
recent works that continue to explore the relation among history, memory, and trauma -- core 
themes of Jewish experience in modern times. 

Permission is required for interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 234SP Shakespeare in Performance (early British literature or 200+ English elective) 
Mon/Wed 2:40-3:55 Instructor: Heidi Holder 
To what purpose(s) have Shakespeare's plays been staged, and how has staging practice 
changed and developed? Our focus will be broad, covering such matters as acting, directing, 
design, history/criticism/dramaturgy. Units will include period/modern-dress Shakespeare, 
anti-realist staging, changing acting styles, "historically accurate" productions, "global 



Shakespeare," topical/political productions, and gender/race in casting. Several Key plays will 
form the core: Midsummer Night's Dream, Macbeth, Hamlet, and The Winter's Tale. The 
course will involve some attendance at live performance (likely a group trip to New York). 

Variable Credit Comments: Theatre tickets and food are the responsibility of the student. Cost 
of travel arrangements to New York is undetermined at this time. 

Permission is required for interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 241 American Literature 2 (American literature after 1865 or 200+) 
Mon/Wed 1:15-2:30 Instructor: Christopher Benfey 
A continuation of English 240, which explores the diversity of writers and literary forms that 
arose in the United States during the decades after the Civil War. Authors may include Twain, 
Chopin, Dunbar-Nelson, Stephen Crane, Wharton, Du Bois, James, Jewett, Stein, and Cather. 
The course will address the development of realism, naturalism, and modernism while 
exploring literary redefinitions of race, gender, sexuality, and class as shaped by changing 
social pressures. 

Course limited to sophomores, juniors and seniors. Permission is required for interchange 
registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 242AE The American Essay (American literature after 1865 or 200+ English elective) 
Mon/Wed 2:40-3:55  Instructor: Christopher Benfey 
Throughout the history of the United States, the essay has been a vital literary genre. From 
religious and confessional essays to personal, political, and satirical ones, American authors 
have explored their passions and hatreds in this flexible form. We will read essays from the 
nineteenth century to the present, with the opportunity to write essays of our own. Authors 
may include Thoreau, Baldwin, Didion, and Maggie Nelson, along with international writers, 
such as Woolf and Zadie Smith, who have influenced American essayists. 

Course limited to sophomores, juniors and seniors. Permission is required for interchange 
registration during the add/drop period only. 

English 265CL View from Childhood to the World (American literature after 1865 or 200+ 
English elective) 
Wed 7:00-9:50 pm Instructor: Susannah Richards 
This course provides an overview of the field of history of American Literature for youth with 
an emphasis on literature from the 1960s to the current day. Students will read diverse 
literature from multiple genres and engage in thoughtful analysis of the literature as it reflects 
the historical, cultural, psychological and sociological nature of American society past, present, 
or future. 

Prereq: 8 credits from English beyond the 100 level. Permission is required for interchange 
registration during the add/drop period only. 



ENGL 28 Literary and Cultural Theory (200+ English elective) 
Mon/Wed 11:00-12:15  Instructor: Amy Rodgers 
An introduction to literary and cultural theory with an emphasis on twentieth century and 
contemporary thought. We will explore crucial questions that have focused, and continue to 
focus, critical debate. These questions may include representation, subjectivity, ideology, 
identity, difference, gender, sexuality, race, ethnicity, and nation. Throughout we will be 
particularly interested in the ways in which language and form mediate and construct social 
experience. 

Course limited to sophomores, juniors and seniors. Permission is required for interchange 
registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 306 Advanced Creative Writing Project (300+ English elective)(creative writing spec.) 
Tues 1:15-4:05  Instructor: Andrea Lawlor 
This course is designed for students already at work on a longer project (a novel or novella, a 
short story collection, a collection of poems, longform creative nonfiction, a graphic novel, or a 
hybrid form). Students will build on the skills and insights gained in previous creative writing 
courses to draft, workshop, and revise a full-length creative manuscript. Workshop and 
revision will comprise much of our time, along with readings on craft by authors such as Lynda 
Barry, Italo Calvino, and Samuel R. Delany. Students will also have an opportunity to meet 
literary publishing professionals. 

Prereq: ENGL-201 or equivalent. Permission is required for interchange registration during all 
registration periods. 

ENGL 317MJ Marlowe, Jonson, Middleton (British literature before 1700 or 300+ English 
elective) 
Thurs 1:15-4:05 Instructor: Sarah Sutherland 
A seminar on three major early modern dramatists--Christopher Marlowe, Ben Jonson, and 
Thomas Middleton--focusing on the range of genres, characters, conflicts, and aspirations 
explored in their plays. These playwrights, along with their contemporary Shakespeare, 
shaped the late sixteenth and early seventeenth century theatre into a site for performing 
authority and conquest, national and individual identity, trickery and carnival, desire and 
sexuality, and complex unfoldings of revenge. Readings of several plays by each of the three 
dramatists will be supplemented by recent studies of early modern theatricality. 

This course is open to Juniors and Seniors.; Prereq: ENGL-199 or ENGL-200 and ENGL-210 or 
ENGL-211.  Permission is required for interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 323 The Victorian Novel (British literature after 1700 or 300+ English elective) 
Thurs 1:15-4:05 Instructor: Nigel Alderman 
This course will explore the Victorian novel within the larger context of nineteenth century 
Britain, paying particular attention to the ways in which it develops in relation to changing 



ideas about class, gender, sexuality, nation, and culture. Novelists will include Bronte, Dickens, 
Eliot, and Gaskell. 

This course is open to Juniors and Seniors.; Prereq: 8 credits in English.  Permission is required 
for interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 328 Woolf, Auden, and Modernism (300+ English elective) 
TuTh 11:30-12:45 Instructor: Nigel Alderman 
This course will chart the development of Modernism in poetry and prose by examining the 
careers of two of the most important writers in the first half of the twentieth-century: the 
novelist, Virginia Woolf and the poet, W. H. Auden. We will focus on the way both writers 
initially seek to wrestle into representation new content within the frame of pre-existing forms 
and, by so doing, discover that these forms are inadequate or buckle under the strain and need 
to be revised, renewed, and transformed. 

Prereq: 8 credits from English.  Permission is required for interchange registration during the 
add/drop period only. 

ENGL 345RW Richard Wright: Career & Influence (American literature after 1865 or 
Anglophone/ethnic American or 300+ English elective) 
Tues 1:15-4:05  Instructors: Donald Weber & Nigel Alderman 
The first half of this seminar examines the major works of Richard Wright, including Uncle 
Tom's Children, 12 Million Black Voices, Native Son, Black Boy, and Black Power. The second 
half explores Wright's literary influence along with his political legacy to a range of modern and 
contemporary authors, including Zora Neale Hurston, Chester Himes, James Baldwin, and Toni 
Morrison. 

This course is open to Juniors and Seniors.; Prereq: 8 credits from the department.  Permission 
is required for interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 349 Cosmopolitanism (Anglophone or 300+ English) 
Mon/Wed 2:40-3:55  Instructor: Suparna Roychoudhury 
Nothing that is human can be alien to me." This is the motto of cosmopolitanism, a philosophy 
first formed by the Greeks, which emphasizes our common status as citizens of the world and 
urges us to value the universal as highly as the local. Today, this view can seem naïve: is it 
advisable, even possible, to privilege absent strangers and lofty ideals above the needs of 
those nearby? This course considers the promise and perils of cosmopolitanism through the 
lens of contemporary transnational literature-through representations of immigration, asylum, 
transnational capital, tourism, terrorism, and environmentalism. Authors may include Rushdie, 
Naipaul, Coetzee, Adichie, Hemon, and Bulawayo. 

This course is open to Juniors and Seniors.; Prereq: 8 credits in English. Permission is required 
for interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 



ENGL 361PM Poetry & Image: Form of Identity (300+ English elective)(creative writing 
spec.) 
Mon 1:15-4:05  Instructor: Samuel Ace 
With an emphasis on producing creative texts, the course will examine the parallel and often 
overlapping impulses of poetry and image-making (photography, painting, and other visual 
arts). We will explore concepts of identity through the work of artists such as Alice Neel, 
Mikalene Thomas, Claude Cahun, Cindy Sherman, Kehinde Wiley, Glenn Ligon, Catherine 
Opie, Kara Walker, Diane Arbus, Vivian Maier, and Nan Goldin. Writers will include Ocean 
Vuong, Danez Smith, Sherwin Bitsui, Robert Seydel, Ari Banias, Safia Elhillo, Gloria Anzaldua, 
Morgan Parker, Layli Longsoldier, Judy Grahn, Audre Lorde, Ronaldo Wilson, Shane McCrae, 
Adrienne Rich, David Wojnarowisz, Eileen Myles, and others. 

Prereq: A 200-level creative writing course.  Permission is required for interchange registration 
during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 366 Love/Sex/Death in Anthropoceme (300+ English elective) 
Weds. 1:15-4:05 Instructor: Katherine Singer 
The "Anthropocene" has been defined as the era when humans exert change on the earth's 
climate, but this term has become a dynamo for theories, political discussions, and art about 
man's anthropocentric relation to the nonhuman world. This course will read theories of the 
Anthropocene alongside artistic contemplations of the shifting, ethical relations among 
humans, animals, and other beings of the world. How are we to live, die, and reproduce 
ourselves in a time when we have egregiously affected the earth? How does the critique of 
anthropocentrism shift our understanding of sex, gender, race, and the nonhuman? Finally, 
how does art speak within political conversations of climate change? 

Permission is required for interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

 

 

 

 

 


