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ENGL 201 Intro to Creative Writing (200+ English elective)(creative writing) 
Lecture 1: Thurs 1:30-4:20 PM Instructor: Leah Glassner 
Lecture 2: Weds 1:30-4:20 PM Instructor: Andrea Lawlor 
Lecture 3: Mon 1:30-4:40 PM Instructor: Samuel Ace 
This course offers practice in writing various kinds of narrative. Assignments emphasize 
clarity, concision, and creativity. Exercises lead to longer work: sketches or short 
stories. Students hone critical as well as writing skills. Student papers are duplicated 
and discussed in class, along with selected works by published authors. 

Course limited to sophomores, juniors and seniors. Permission is required for 
interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 205 Playwriting (200+ English elective)(creative writing) 
Fri 1:30-4:20 PM  Instructor: Nigel Alderman 
This course offers practice in the fundamentals of dramatic structure and technique. 
Weekly reading assignments will examine the unique nature of writing for the theatre, 
nuts and bolts of format, tools of the craft, and the playwright's process from formulating 
a dramatic idea to rewriting. Weekly writing assignments will include scene work, 
adaptation, and journaling. The course will culminate in a significant writing project. 
Each class meeting will incorporate reading student work aloud with feedback from the 
instructor and the class. Students will listen, critique, and develop the vocabulary to 
discuss plays, structure, story, and content. 

Prereq: One course in Theatre Arts or a creative writing English course. Permission is 
required for interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 211 Shakespeare (early British or 200+ English elective) 
TuTh 11:30-12:45 PM  Instructor: Suparna Roychoudhury 
A study of some of Shakespeare's plays emphasizing the poetic and dramatic aspects 
of his art, with attention to the historical context and close, careful reading of the 
language. Eight or nine plays. 

Course limited to sophomores, juniors and seniors. Permission is required for 
interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 214LR Love/Reason Medieval Romance (early British or 200+ English 
elective) 
MW 2:55-4:10 PM  Instructor: Wesley Yu 
Arthurian legend conjures enduring stereotypes of chivalry and romantic love, but how 
do we go about situating medieval romance in literary history? Where does it come 



from, why was it written, who read it, and how did it change over time? In this course, 
students will learn about romance's historical and social contexts, its form, tropes, and 
imagery. We will think about romance's contemplation of justice, loyalty, subjectivity, 
love, and shame, especially as this body of literature grapples with the conflicts that 
arise between the mortal and divine. Course readings will include works by Marie de 
France, Chrétien de Troyes, Chaucer, Lydgate, and Spenser. We will read in Middle 
English where possible. 

Permission is required for interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 219QT Queer and Trans Writing (200+ English elective) 
Thur 1:30-4:20 PM  Instructor: Andrea Lawlor 
What do we mean when we say "queer writing" or "trans writing"? Are we talking about 
writing by queer and/or trans authors? Writing about queer or trans practices, identities, 
experience? Writing that subverts conventional forms? All of the above? In this course, 
we will engage these questions not theoretically but through praxis. We will read fiction, 
poetry, comics, creative nonfiction, and hybrid forms. Expect to encounter work that 
challenges you in terms of form and content. Some writers we may read include Ryka 
Aoki, James Baldwin, Tom Cho, Samuel R. Delany, kari edwards, Elisha Lim, Audre 
Lorde, Cherríe Moraga, Eileen Myles, and David Wojnarowicz. 

Permission is required for interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 241 American Literature II (course in American literature after 1865 or 200+ 
English elective) 
MW 1:30-2:45 PM  Instructor: Elizabeth Young 
A survey of American literature from the Civil War to the present, with special attention 
to literary redefinitions of race, gender, sexuality, and class and to changes in literary 
form. 

Course limited to sophomores, juniors and seniors. Permission is required for 
interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 267 Reading & Writing In The World (200+ English elective) 
Mon 1:30-4:20 PM  Instructor: Lauret Savoy 
An introduction to reading and writing about nature, this seminar will attempt an 
exchange across distinct approaches to observing and describing the world around us. 
Do lenses of culture, discipline, and gender determine how we see and experience 
nature, environment, and place? Course work will include reading such authors as N. 
Scott Momaday, Henry David Thoreau, bell hooks, Leslie Marmon Silko, Mary Oliver, 
Terry Tempest Williams, Wendell Berry, and Annie Dillard; field trips; and writing 
assignments--weekly field notes and journals, analytical papers, and personal essays. 

Permission is required for interchange registration during all registration periods. 

ENGL 268 Cognitive Theory & Lit Studies (200+ English elective) 
TuTh 1:30-2:45 PM  Instructor: Suparna Roychoudhury 



A survey of philosophical, scientific, and theoretical approaches to the relation between 
cognition and representation. For as long as we have told stories, we have thought 
about how they work in conjunction with the mind. This course charts the many ways in 
which cognitive theory has shaped literary studies over the ages. How does fiction 
reflect the way we think? How in turn does it shape how we behave? What happens in 
the brain and body when we read? Starting in antiquity and working through history 
towards contemporary neuroscience and cognitive psychology, we will consider such 
matters as action and imitation; reality and fantasy; reason and imagination; aesthetics, 
empathy, and affect. 

Course limited to sophomores, juniors and seniors. Permission is required for 
interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 277 Necropolitics/Age of Slavery (Anglophone/ethnic American or 200+ 
English elective) 
MW 9:30-10:45 AM  Instructor: Katherine Singer 
Slave narratives of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries partook of white abolitionist 
discourse, rhetoric, and genres even as authors made space for their own ideas about 
freedom, captivity, sovereignty, power, gender, sexuality, and the nature of being. This 
course will read narratives by Cugoano, Equiano, Sanchez, Prince, Brent, and Craft 
alongside current critical theories about necropolitics (i.e., sovereignty as the right to 
kill), Afro-pessimism, Afro-futurism, and Afro- feminism, by theorists such as Mbembe, 
Wilderson, Moten, Sharpe, and Wynter, to consider what thoughts these authors can 
offer to us on ways of being, living, and surviving Western, racial imperialisms. 

Course limited to sophomores, juniors and seniors. Permission is required for 
interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 303 Short Story Writing II (300+ English elective)(creative writing) 
Wed 1:30-4:20 PM  Instructor: Corinne Demas 
This workshop is for students seriously engaged in writing short stories. Students will 
refine their technical skills and work on the subtleties of style. Extensive readings are 
required. 

This course is open to juniors and seniors; Prereq: 8 credits in department beyond 
ENGL-101, including ENGL-203 or equivalent, submitted writing sample, and 
permission of instructor. Permission is required for interchange registration during all 
registration periods. 

ENGL 306 Advanced Creative Writing Project (300+ English elective)(creative 
writing) 
Fri 1:30-4:20 PM  Instructor: Andrea Lawlor 
This course is designed for students already at work on a longer project (a novel or 
novella, a short story collection, a collection of poems, longform creative nonfiction, a 
graphic novel, or a hybrid form). Students will build on the skills and insights gained in 
previous creative writing courses to draft, workshop, and revise a full-length creative 



manuscript. Workshop and revision will comprise much of our time, along with readings 
on craft by authors such as Lynda Barry, Italo Calvino, and Samuel R. Delany. Students 
will also have an opportunity to meet literary publishing professionals. 

Permission is required for interchange registration during all registration periods. 

ENGL 311CT The Canterbury Tales (early British or 300+ English elective) 
Thurs 1:30-4:20 PM  Instructor: Wesley Yu 
Known as a storyteller par excellence, Chaucer was also a famous reader of classical 
epic, romance, and philosophy. This research seminar will give students the opportunity 
to read the Canterbury Tales in light of the work's cultural, historical, and literary 
contexts. Throughout the semester, students will engage with Chaucer's tales and his 
favorite sources to examine and discuss his representations of gender and class, his 
perspectives on religious authority, his use of the English vernacular, and his 
commitment to poetry. 

Permission is required for interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 321WD William Wordsworth & George Eliot (course in British literature 
after 1700 or 300+ English elective) 
Fri 1:30-4:20 PM  Instructor: Nigel Alderman 
William Wordsworth and George Eliot grew up in a revolutionary age: the American 
Revolution, the French Revolution, the Haitian Revolution, wars of independence and of 
imperial conquest, and, behind it all, the social transformations arising from the 
industrial revolution. Both Wordsworth and Eliot wrestled with how to adapt their art to 
these new realities: he introduced dramatically new content into poetry and 
experimented with a startling variety of poetic forms; she transformed the various prose 
genres to construct a novelistic form able to represent the totality of British society. By 
so doing, they forged a revolution in literary forms with the emergence of the modern 
lyric and the realist novel. 

Permission is required for interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 334BG Beyond Geishas and Kung Fu (Anglophone/ethnic American or 
course in American literature after 1865 or 300+ English elective) 
Tues 1:30-4:20 PM  Instructor: Iyko Day 
This course examines contemporary Asian American film and visual culture through the 
lens of cultural recovery, self-invention, and experimentation. Focusing primarily on film 
and photography, we will explore issues of race and visuality, Hollywood orientalism, 
memory and postmemory, and racial impersonation and parody. Students will engage 
with a variety of theoretical and critical approaches. Artists may include Nikki S. Lee, 
Margaret Cho, Tseng Kwong Chi, Jin-me Yoon, Justin Lin, Binh Dahn, Richard Fung, 
Mira Nair, Deepa Mehta, and Alice Wu. 

 



This course is open to juniors and seniors; Prereq: 8 credits in English. Permission is 
required for interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 353 Readings in Literary Biography (300+ English elective) 
Mon 1:30-4:20 PM  Instructor: Christopher Benfey 
Biography is both a literary genre and a mode of literary scholarship. This course will 
explore some varieties of the biographical impulse in both fiction and nonfiction. We will 
begin with eighteenth-century models: Samuel Johnson and James Boswell. Then we 
will examine Freud's influence on Bloomsbury writers like Lytton Strachey and Virginia 
Woolf. We will conclude with experiments in biography by writers such as Gertrude 
Stein and Janet Malcolm, along with some attention to biographical writing today. 

This course is open to juniors and seniors; Prereq: 8 credits from the department. 
Permission is required for interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 361EX Experiments in Music of Poetry (300+ English elective)(creative 
writing) 
Tues 1:30-4:20 PM  Instructor: Samuel Ace 
The workshop will examine the overlapping impulses of poetry, music, and sound-
making. Through the work of a variety of artists, such as LaMonte Young, John Cage, 
Mahalia Jackson, Beethoven, Gertrude Stein, Webern, Meredith Monk, Laurie 
Anderson, Phillip Glass, Nathaniel Mackey, Tracie Morris, Clark Coolidge, Fred Moten, 
Dylan Thomas, Allen Ginsburg, Harmony Holiday, and others, we will investigate the 
realm between language and music. We will explore how voice, rhythm, song, 
repetition, phrasing, musical form, and the management of time are vital to a poem's 
semantic content. This will be a generative writing workshop, with an emphasis on new 
composition. 

Prereq: A 200-level creative writing course. Permission is required for interchange 
registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 373DH Housewives in American Literature (course in American literature 
after 1865 or 300+ English elective) 
Wed 1:30-4:20 PM  Instructor: Leah Glasser 
This course will explore visual and literary images of nineteenth through early 20th-
century marriage and motherhood. Discussion of Virginia's Woolf's 'A Room of One's 
Own' and Barbara Welter's essay 'The Cult of True Womanhood' will serve as the 
springboard for our focus on representations of women in the home. We will incorporate 
a visit to the art museum, and will analyze film adaptations of some of the texts we read. 
The course will focus primarily on American literature, film, and art, with the exception of 
Ibsen's A Doll's House; selected written texts will include works by writers such as 
Hawthorne, James, Stowe, Gilman, Freeman, Chopin, Hurston, and Wharton. 

 



This course is open to juniors and seniors; Prereq: 8 credits from the English 
department. Permission is required for interchange registration during the add/drop 
period only. 

ENGL 374 Hitchcock and After (300+ English elective) 
Tues 1:30-4:20 PM  Instructor: Elizabeth Young 
This course will examine the films of Alfred Hitchcock and the afterlife of Hitchcock in 
contemporary U.S. culture. We will interpret Hitchcock films in a variety of theoretical 
frames, including feminist and queer theories, and in shifting historical contexts, 
including the Cold War. We will also devote substantial attention to the legacy of 
Hitchcock in remakes, imitations, and parodies. Hitchcock films may include 
Spellbound, Strangers on a Train, Rear Window, Vertigo, North by Northwest, Psycho, 
The Man Who Knew Too Much, Mamie, and The Birds; additional works by Brooks, 
Craven, and De Palma. Readings in film and cultural theory; screenings at least weekly. 

Permission is required for interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 382PW Posthuman Affect Theory (300+ English elective) 
MW 11:00-12:15 PM  Instructor: Katherine Singer 
Affect theory offers a varied and rich critical language to explore how emotion circulates 
within and among human bodies-and nonhuman ones as well. If emotions operate 
through bodily changes and chemical exchanges, then animals and nonhumans might 
similarly be seen as bodies replete with affective materials in motion and at rest. In this 
course we will read through an array of affect theory from cognitive science, animal 
studies, and posthumanist debates on the affect of objects. We will consider how 
humans know what they feel (and when), how animals love, how forests think, and how 
affects might cross human and nonhuman boundaries. 

Course limited to sophomores, juniors and seniors. Permission is required for 
interchange registration during the add/drop period only. 

ENGL 394MN Music and the Irish Novel (Anglophone or 300+ English elective) 
TuTh 10:00-11:15 AM  Instructor: Katherine O’Callaghan 
Music and the Irish Novel introduces students to Irish novelists from the twentieth and 
twenty-first centuries. In these novels music plays a significant role, as a thematic, 
formal, or aesthetic inspiration. Traditional, opera, ballads, jazz, classical, pop, and 
contemporary music; all play a role in this literature. What do we mean when we say 
that a language, or a piece of literature, is "musical"? Why do writers of contemporary 
historical fiction favor musical references? This intertextual link will lead to inquiries into 
the role of music in prose fiction, and in particular in the Irish novel. 

This course is open to juniors and seniors. Permission is required for interchange 
registration during the add/drop period only. 


