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How is it that educational institutions - assumed to be equalizing factors in society - can 
perpetuate and even exacerbate social and economic inequalities? This question is the entry point 
to my fundamental research interest in economic inequality, with a focus on inequality by race, 
ethnicity, and gender.  I examine inequality through the fields of economics of education, applied 
microeconomics, and political economy, with applications to public policy. In my approach to 
research I use the quantitative tools of applied microeconomics, multiple interdisciplinary 
theoretical frameworks, and the contextual backdrop of political economy to understand the 
causes and consequences of inequality. 
  
My dissertation, titled “Three Essays on the Economics and Political Economy of the School-to-
Prison Pipeline,” is an exploration of the impacts of the policies and practices associated with the 
school-to-prison pipeline, including school discipline and security, on students’ educational 
outcomes, and the ways in which these impacts may perpetuate racial and economic inequality. 
In my first essay and job market paper “Carceral Schools and College Expectations: Evidence 
from the National Crime Victimization Survey School Crime Supplement”, I look at the 
differential impacts of school security measures in high schools on students’ future expectations 
of going to and graduating from college using data from the National Crime Victimization 
Survey: School Crime Supplement. By employing a probit model and several checks of 
robustness, I find that students exposed to metal detectors are less likely to expect to attend or 
graduate from college, and for students of color, especially Black and male students, the impacts 
are more profound and include other security measures such as experiencing locker checks and 
the presence of police and security staff at school. Using a conceptual framework drawing on 
literature from across the social sciences, I propose that the visibility and intrusiveness of these 
measures, as well as issues of crowding out resources for student support and internalized 
negative feedback and stereotype threat, play an important role in understanding this 
outcome.This research shows an important and understudied cost of securitized school 
environments, which remain a debated policy in the wake of high profile acts of school violence. 
In that context, I illuminate and open questions about the unintended and racialized 
consequences of converting schools from “soft” to “hard targets” in terms of the negative effects 
these environments have on student educational aspirations. 
  
In my second essay, “Testing the Mark of School Discipline”, I examine how having a school 
suspension history impacts student college application behaviors and outcomes. Using a similar 
framework to the “Ban the Box” literature and data from the High School Longitudinal Survey 
of 2009 matched with archival data on institutional application requirements, I examine how 
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requiring students to disclose a school disciplinary record impacts the decision to apply to 
college, the selectivity of schools applied for, the likelihood of acceptance, and scholarship and 
financial aid receipt. In this work, to isolate the impact of disciplinary record disclosure, I am 
able to use a policy change occuring with the Common Application platform, in which 
disciplinary records are asked of the student, but individual institutions can opt out of accessing 
these data. By understanding how disciplinary records and their disclosure impacts students’ 
college application behaviors and outcomes, we can better understand the compounding impacts 
of disparate disciplinary policies in schools, and offer a policy solution in how colleges and 
universities collect information on disciplinary histories. 
  
In my final essay, “Where Cops Outnumber Counselors: The Economics of Carceral Schools,”, I 
describe the economic conditions of K-12 schools and districts where police staff outnumber 
school psychologists and counselors using school-level data from the Office of Civil Rights Data 
Collection.  I hypothesize that disproportionate security resources may crowd out resources for 
counseling and other student support. Matching these data with economic indicators at the census 
tract level,  I then look at the economic conditions of districts with disproportionate policing to 
support staff ratios, and describe how neighborhood conditions such as residential segregation, 
mobility, unemployment, per pupil school funding, and incarceration rates are related to carceral 
school environments.  
  
 


