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Education 

2013-2015: Bachelor of Science (Majors in Mathematics, 
Mathematical Statistics and Economics, GPA 75.5) - University of 
Cape Town 

2016: Honours in Economics (First class, graduated second in class 
of 60 students) - University of Cape Town 

2017-present: PhD student - University of Massachusetts Amherst 

Work Experience 

Researcher at REDI 3x3 (2017) - Currently completing a paper on top percentile incomes in 
South Africa with Professor Ingrid Woolard from University of Cape Town, with emphasis on the 
evolution of incomes across the distribution in a low national growth environment post recession 
(working paper will be released by the end of 2017). 

Free education investigation research chair (2017) - collaborative project between UCT staff 
and FeesMustFall students to find solutions to South Africa’s higher education funding crisis 
through research, popular education and public discussions. (See website with publications and 
programme here.) 

Contract lecturer at UCT School of Economics (2017) - contracted to co-teach a third year 
microeconomics course, including redesigning the curriculum and creating new material. 

Tutor at UCT (2016-2017) - History of Economic Thought (third year course in Feb-May 2016); 
Development Economics (second year course in July-November 2016); Econometrics (Honours 
economics course Feb-May 2017); Intensive short course: Data manipulation in Stata (Feb 2017) 

Research Assistant at the South African Labour Development Research Unit (2014-2016) - 
including coauthoring a paper on the employment and income effects of the 2013 South African 
agricultural minimum wage (see publication here), as well as assistance on the Youth 
Employment Tax Incentive (see publication here) 

Delegation organiser for Debating Institute of South Africa (2013-2014) - involved organising, 
coaching and chaperoning high school students for debate competitions in Slovenia and Turkey 

Work skills - Data manipulation and inference, with proficiency in statistical programmes 
STATA and R; Research writing and presentation. 

 

https://www.news.uct.ac.za/news/debates/freeeducationplanninggroup/
http://www.opensaldru.uct.ac.za/handle/11090/766
http://www.redi3x3.org/paper/estimating-wage-and-employment-effects-large-increase-south-africa%E2%80%99s-agricultural-minimum-wage


Special Achievements 

Academic: UCT – Graduated 2nd in honours class (2016), Dean’s Merit List 
(2013-2016), Science faculty scholarship (2013 & 2015) 

Placements in high school final year subjects across province (2012) – top 
five in province, 3rd in Maths, 9th  in history, 10th  in Afrikaans FAL 

Competitions: Top 10 for the national undergraduate Nedbank Economics Essay 
Competition (2015) - a widely entered competition across all South African 
universities. For example, this essay was compulsory for all second and third 
year economics students at my university 

Top 10 speaker at the International Debate Academy of Slovenia (2014)  

Fellowship: Allan Gray Orbis Foundation - an entrepreneurship fellowship designed to 
promote innovative thinking  

 

Interests 

Languages: English (home), Afrikaans (second), Arabic (basic) 

Organisations: UCT Left Students Forum, Claremont Main Road Mosque, FeesMustFall 

 

Community Involvement 

Leadership: UCT Student Representatives Council (late entry 2015) 

Founder of UCT Muslim Youth Movement (2014) 

Voluntary work:  

Free Education economics booklet primary contributor (2016) - a 
collaborative popular education effort to contribute to the economic 
literacy in the #FeesMustFall discourse, especially from a progressive 
viewpoint. See published document here. 

Activism of various kinds, including strong involvement in critiquing 
UCT’s economics curriculum (2016), and advocacy writing 

Assistance of local university trade unions (2014-2016), including 
logistical work, mobilising constituents, and organising/facilitating 
frequent negotiations. 

 

https://vula.uct.ac.za/access/content/group/fdf89eba-baa6-407c-ba96-3a3f959e6d29/Higher%20Education%20Crisis/Free%20Education%20Economics%20critique.pdf
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