Messages & Remembrances

To All CIE folks who knew or remember Leon Clark:

Some of you already know, but others may not have heard of the sad and unexpected passing of Leon Clark. (For the original announcement see the note at the bottom). Please pass this to others who I may not have thought of or don't have an email address for.

A small service for Leon was held last week in Washington for family and friends.  The following brief description is courtesy of Ginger Smith.

"When guests arrived at the funeral home, a video was showing of Leon's life through photos.  One looked like Warren Beatty as a young man –who knew?  We didn't focus on that, though, because we were visiting with Maria and her family from Ecuador and Jim Hoxeng who was there.  [John & Marolyn Hatch had just left for Cuba on a Natural History Museum trip, Jim said.]

The actual service began with a Priest saying priestly things and after he left, a friend from childhood (a Unitarian minister, son of Leon's editor, etc.) began the personal part of the program.  Several folks spoke and fleshed out Leon so well it was as though he were there. Sometimes when you attend a funeral/memorial service, it is so generic --
you wonder if you've gotten to the right place.  Not so, for Leon: You knew these folks KNEW him."

In addition to the service, Leon's wife, Maria, is planning a small gathering. In her own words:

      "I am planning a gathering to celebrate Leon's life on Nov. 15 when he would have turned 68.   I would like to have people who knew Leon's work, particularly his closest friends from the CIE at UMass.

      The gathering will be at our home in Alexandria (4104 Lester Ct, Alexandria, Va 22311) from 1-5 p.m. and I hope you can join me, if at all possible.

      I would also appreciate your sending out this invitation to the people from the Center whom Leon knew well.  Pls. ask them to confirm their attendance by Email to me:  mdonosoclark@worldbank.org."

Many thanks,

Maria

P.S. You can also reach me at 203-506-0889 or leave a message at 703-379-8043.


Finally, some of his students at American University have set up a scholarship program in his honor.  If you would like to contribute donations can be made to Leon E. Clark Scholarship Fund, c/o American University, Office of Development, 4400 Massachusetts Ave. N.W. Washington DC. 20016.

I will be posting something in honor of Leon on the CIE web site (CIE Off Campus - 1970s) drawing upon his obituary in the Washington Post and other sources.  (DRE)

                                            *******************************
Original Announcement from one of Leon's former students at American University:


Dear friends of Leon Clark,

This past Saturday, Leon and his wife, Maria, were sightseeing at Great Falls, MD when Leon suffered an unexpected aneurysm and died shortly thereafter.  Maria is at home in Virginia now with family and close friends around her. They are preparing for a private funeral service later this week.

As many of you know, Leon was the founder of the ITEP program at American University where he spent 15 years as a professor.  His love of international education grew from his years of teaching and community development work in Bangladesh, India, countries throughout Africa, and elsewhere.  Most recently, Leon had a fellowship at his alma mater, Yale University, to write a book exploring the intersection of the Christian,
Jewish, and Islamic faiths.

If you would like to send your condolences to Maria and Leon's family, the home address is:

Maria Donoso Clark and family
4104 Lester Court
Alexandria, VA  22311

I am terribly sorry to share this news with each of you.  Please join me in remembering one of Leon's favorite lessons, one that he was committed to sharing with the thousands of teachers and students he has taught.

From Leon's book, Through African Eyes:

"Indeed, ethnocentrism is universal.  Everyone begins life in a particular culture, learns how to behave in that culture and will probably continue throughout life to view reality through the lens of that culture.  There is nothing inherently wrong with this type of enculturation.  Without it we would fail to learn the rules of human social behavior.  We would be lost in our own culture and we would probably lack any perspective for viewing other cultures.  After all, we have to begin somewhere.  But to impose our rules on others -- to assume everyone should want to see life the way we do -- is an injustice to other human beings.  Moreover, it is a false assumption that distorts reality, making it impossible to develop anything even approaching an objective understanding of other cultures. Maintaining an unself-critical ethnocentric stance has the effect of distorting 'the other'. We end up, as the Chinese say, simply seeing 'what is behind our own eyes.'

"...The goal is to counteract the negative distortions of ethnocentrism by looking at [other cultures] from the inside out, rather than from the outside in.  Only by trying to accept other cultures on their own terms --by listening to their own explanations of why they function as they do -- can we fully, if ever, understand them."


Dear Maria, 


I am sorry that Dorothy and I will not be able to join you on November 15th to help celebrate Leon’s life with friends and family.  We will be in Florida with relatives for the Thanksgiving Holiday.  I will be there in thought and prayer – with special memories of so many wonderful moments Leon and I shared both at the University of Massachusetts and when we worked together.  He taught me so very much.  Leon’s zest for life was always with him as was the radiant smile that enveloped everyone around him

I remember sharing an office with him at the Center for International Education.  We didn’t get much work done.  We were always too busy talking with Center members who would drop in to discuss the issue of the day.  Leon was the hub.  He was the teacher among teachers. He attracted colleagues with his far ranging ideas, a passion for social justice and commitment to improve the lives of his fellow human beings.  I learned so much from these sessions – I was always his student.

I remember once we were consulting together on a literacy project in Jamaica and we both agreed that we should let the local citizens lead and we should follow – then we both rushed to be first on the podium.  I remember delivering a presentation in Japan a few years ago and after my talk at least a half dozen people came up to me and said, “Leon Clark said to say hello.”

There are so many other experiences I want to share with him – and I will.  He will always be with me.  I am privileged.  I knew him.

With Love,
George E. Urch

Dear Chad,

I've learned the sad news from David Evans, CIE-UMass, where I knew Leon about 30 (sic!) years back.

In a 29 year career at UNESCO (cultural heritage, literacy, youth/sports posts) I attempted to work according to Leon's precepts, never more needed than now . Far from always successful, but part of the victory is in the battle...

Please convey my condolences to the family as/when appropriate.

Arthur Gillette
Meudon, France
“Leon Clark dies; his work enhanced understanding of other cultures”
(Yale Bulletin & Calendar.  December 5, 2003.  Vol. 32, No. 13

http://www.yale.edu/opa/arc-ybc/v32.n13/story23.html
Educator and Yale alumnus Leon E. Clark Jr. died on Oct. 25 while hiking with his wife at Great Falls National Park in Virginia. 

Mr. Clark, founder and former director of the International Education Program at American University, was a fellow at the Divinity School at the time of his death. He was also a journalist and an international consultant for over 40 years, working in Africa and Asia. 

Throughout his career, Mr. Clark sought to promote greater understanding about the cultures of people in developing countries. He was the author of several books and articles, most notably the World Culture Series, which included "Through African Eyes," "Through Indian Eyes," "Through Chinese Eyes," "Through Japanese Eyes" and “Through Middle Eastern Eyes." These works have been used extensively as college and high school textbooks for many years. 

Mr. Clark earned bachelor's and master's degrees from Yale in 1961 and 1962 respectively, and held a doctorate in international education from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst. He was a journalist for the U.S. Army and at The Hartford Courant before becoming a teacher in Darien, Connecticut, and a visiting professor at the University of Mysore in India. Prior to joining American University, he served as associate director of the Social Sciences and Humanities Center at Columbia University's Teachers College and as education director of the Population Reference Bureau, associate director of the Government Affairs Institute and a Woodrow Wilson Fellow in Washington, D.C. He retired from American University in 1999. 

He is survived by his wife of 28 years, Maria Donoso Clark, and by his stepson, Giri  Clark of Boston. Donations in his memory can be made to the Leon E. Clark Jr. Scholarship Fund c/o American University, Office of Development, 4400 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20016-8143. 
Taken from:  http://www.cipa-apex.org/books/C482/?StyleSheet=author.xsl
Leon E. Clark

Leon E. Clark, Professor Emeritus of Sociology at American University, founded and directed the International Training and Education Program. He worked overseas on development projects for more than 30 years, including assignments with the Ministry of Agriculture in Egypt and the Ministry of Education in Pakistan. He was a Research Fellow at the Yale Divinity School when he died in 2003. He had also been a journalist and an international consultant for over 40 years, working in Asia and Africa.

Leon Clark was the General Editor and Founder of the World Cultures Series, the group of books that presents world cultures to readers through the "eyes" of its own peoples. He personally co-edited Through Middle Eastern Eyes, and was the Editor of both Volume 1 and Volume 2 of Through African Eyes. He was involved in African studies for more than 20 years and lived and work in both East and West Africa.

Throughout his career, Mr. Clark sought to promote greater understanding about the cultures of people in developing countries. He was the author of several books and articles, most notably the World Culture Series, which included Through African Eyes Vol. 1 and Vol. 2, Through Indian Eyes, Through Chinese Eyes, Through Japanese Eyes and Through Middle Eastern Eyes. These works have been used extensively as college and high school textbooks for many years.

Leon Clark was the General Editor and Founder of the World Cultures Series, the group of books that presents world cultures to readers through the "eyes" of its own peoples. He personally co-edited Through Middle Eastern Eyes, and was the Editor of both Volume 1 and Volume 2 of Through African Eyes. He was involved in African studies for more than 20 years and lived and work in both East and West Africa.

Mr. Clark earned bachelor's and master's degrees from Yale in 1961 and 1962 respectively, and held a doctorate in international education from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst. He was a journalist for the U.S. Army and at The Hartford Courant before becoming a teacher in Darien, Connecticut, and a visiting professor at the University of Mysore in India. Prior to joining American University, he served as associate director of the Social Sciences and Humanities Center at Columbia University's Teachers College and as education director of the Population Reference Bureau, associate director of the Government Affairs Institute and a Woodrow Wilson Fellow in Washington, D.C. He retired from American University in 1999.

