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Corporate and Foundation Relations (CFR) assists on non-governmental, institutional grant opportunities at the $25,000 level and above. 
For all grant opportunities requiring a 501c3 submission, we will arrange applying through the University of Massachusetts Foundation. 
This 501c3 process has strict timelines; please contact our office as early as possible to assure that the funder deadline can be met.  
 
Most funding opportunities below are offered annually. If time does not permit applying now, we encourage you to add them to your 
proposal schedule for next year. Previous editions of RFP’s and the private foundation limited-submission calendar are available at 
www.umass.edu/cfr. To request addition to or removal from this notice and for general questions, please contact CFR staff, 
cfr@admin.umass.edu. For additional assistance and referrals, contact Linda Sopp, Senior Director of Foundation Relations, 
lsopp@admin.umass.edu or Jeff Aron, Executive Director for Corporation & Foundation Relations, jaron@umass.edu. Please share widely. 
Thank you!  
 
Please read "100 Words That Kill Your Proposal", by Bob Lohfeld to assist in writing the best proposals possible.  
 

Also, please see How to Fail at Grant Writing, The Chronicle of Higher Education, written by UMass faculty successful at obtaining grants. 

I. Science & Medical 
John Merck Fund BBVA Fdn Michael J Fox Fdn McKnight Fdn 
Michael J Fox Fdn Children’s Heart Fdn Amer. Psycho. Fdn  

 
II. Nursing & Public Health 

Patient-Centered Outcomes Amer. Cancer Society Robert Wood Johnson Robert Wood Johnson 
 
III. Education & Humanities 

World of Children Compton Fdn Tinker Fdn Inc.  
 
IV. Fellowships 

Nat’l Mult Sclerosis Fdn William T Grant Fdn L’Oreal USA The Japan Fdn 
 



I. Science & Medical 
1. John Merck Fund – Developmental Disabilities Translational Research Program 

Deadline: May 18, 2015 
Amount: $250,000/year for 4 years 
In 2012, the fund launched its Developmental Disabilities Translational Research Program, which supports researchers 
working to develop treatments and improve outcomes for individuals with developmental disabilities, particularly 
Down syndrome and Fragile X syndrome (and FX associated disorders). The program provides grants for innovative 
translational research projects that have the greatest potential of identifying rational and effective treatments and 
interventions for the particular condition being addressed. The program emphasizes interdisciplinary grant 
applications focused primarily on FXS and DS, although under special circumstances it will also support studies 
concerned with other developmental disabilities. The fund is particularly interested in translational research designed 
to improve the lives of people with developmental disabilities and their families. 

2. BBVA Foundation – Frontiers of Knowledge Award 
Deadline: June 30, 2015 
Amount: $450,000 
The BBVA Foundation Frontiers of Knowledge Awards are intended to recognize basic research and creative work of 
excellence, as embedded in theoretical advances, models and fundamental perspectives for an improved 
understanding of the natural, social and artificial or technological worlds, technological innovations and 
developments, and the creation of outstanding works or new artistic or interpretative styles in contemporary classical 
music. Awards also go to significant achievements that advance our understanding or deliver material progress with 
regard to two key challenges of the global society of the 21st century: climate change and development cooperation. 
Awards will be granted in eight prize categories, spanning three domains. First, scientific and technological research in 
the areas of Basic Sciences, Biomedicine, Ecology and Conservation Biology, Information and Communication 
Technologies, and Economics, Finance and Management. Second, the creation, direction or performance of works of 
contemporary classical music. Third, scientific research and/or projects that represent significant advances in two 
core concerns of the 21st century: climate change and development cooperation. 

3. Michael J. Fox Foundation – Target Optimization Award 
Deadline: May 27, 2015 
Amount: $400,000 
Target Optimization awards support collaborative, multi-institutional teams to build more robust datasets that can 
validate targets within a specific, prioritized biological pathway as defined by MJFF scientific staff. Teams should 

http://www.jmfund.org/TranslationalResearchProgram.php
http://www.fbbva.es/TLFU/tlfu/ing/microsites/premios/fronteras/bases/index.jsp
https://www.michaeljfox.org/research/target-advancement.html


develop and execute systematic, milestone-driven projects using complementary experimental strategies and, where 
appropriate, cross-team replication. For the Fall 2015 funding cycle, MJFF has identified targets involved in cellular 
protein handling as a priority for further validation and optimization. Examples of targets appropriate for this program 
include: LAMP-2A, NEDD-4, TFEB and VPS35. 

4. Michael J. Fox Foundation – Target Validation Pilot Award 
Deadline: May 27, 2015 
Amount: $100,000 
Target Validation Pilot awards support research on promising, novel, PD-relevant targets. These awards are well-
suited to projects where hypothetical or experimental rationale for a target is compelling but where limited and study 
results can make the case for continuing (or discontinuing) a line of research. Proposals should focus on filling key 
translational gaps in target validation including characterization and expression studies of the target in human-
derived tissues or target manipulation in a suitable preclinical model relevant to Parkinson's disease. 

5. The McKnight Foundation – Memory and Cognitive Disorders Award 
Deadline: April 1, 2015 
Amount: $100,000/year for 3 years 
These awards support innovative efforts to solve the problems of neurological and psychiatric diseases, especially 
those related to memory and cognition. They encourage research aimed at translating laboratory discoveries about 
the brain and nervous system into diagnoses and therapies to improve human health. Collaborative projects between 
basic and clinical neuroscientists are welcomed, as are proposals that help link basic with clinical neuroscience. 

6. The Children’s Heart Foundation – Research in Congenital Heart Disease 
Deadline: June 5, 2015 
Amount: $100,000 
The Children’s Heart Foundation is accepting proposals from investigators for clinical research projects related to the 
cause of congenital heart defects and improving methods for their diagnosis, treatment, and prevention. Grants will 
be awarded for new research in the areas of molecular genetics/biochemistry, devices/procedural research 
(catheterization and surgical), and long-term care of children with congenital heart defects. 

7. American Psychological Foundation – Esther Katz Rosen Fund Award 
Deadline: March 1, 2015 
Amount: Up to $50,000 
Rosen Fund grants enable and enhance development of identified gifted and talented children and adolescents and 
encourage promising psychologists to continue innovative research and programs in this area. Support will be 

https://www.michaeljfox.org/research/target-advancement.html
https://neuroscience.mcknight.org/the-awards/memory-and-cognitive-disorders
http://www.childrensheartfoundation.org/for-scientists/call-for-research-proposals
http://www.apa.org/apf/funding/rosen.aspx?tab=1


provided for activities on the advancement and application of knowledge related to identified gifted and talented 
children and adolescents, such as: research, pilot projects, research-based programs, and projects aimed at improving 
the quality of education in psychological science and its application in secondary schools for high ability students. 

 
II. Nursing & Public Health 

8. Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute – Improving Health Care Systems 
Deadline: March 6, 2015 
Amount: $500,000/year for 3 years 
PCORI is seeking applications to study the comparative effectiveness of alternate features of healthcare systems (e.g., 
innovative technologies, incentive structures, service designs) intended to optimize the quality, outcomes, and/or 
efficiency of care for the patients they serve and that have the most potential for sustained impact and replication 
within and across healthcare systems. Healthcare systems encompass multiple levels (e.g., national, state and local 
health environments, organization and/or practice settings, family and social supports, and the individual patient) and 
include entities organized to deliver, arrange, purchase, and/or coordinate healthcare services. PCORI seeks to fund 
studies that will provide information of value to patients, their caregivers, clinicians, and healthcare leaders regarding 
which features of delivery systems lead to better patient-centered outcomes so they may ultimately impact 
healthcare delivery. 

9. American Cancer Society – The Role of Health Policy and Health Insurance in Improving Access to and Performance 
of Cancer Prevention, Early Detection, and Treatment Services 
Deadline: April 1, 2015 
Amount: $200,000/year for less than 4 years; $165,000/year for 4 years; $200,000/year for 5 years 
This is a call for research that evaluates the impact of the many changes now occurring in the healthcare system with 
a particular focus on cancer prevention, control, and treatment. Efforts focusing on improving access to care may also 
impact inequities that contribute to health disparities. New health public policy initiatives such as the new federal and 
state marketplaces that have expanded insurance coverage, as well as Medicaid expansion in some states, create 
natural experiments ripe for evaluation. Research to be funded by this RFA should focus on the changes in national, 
state, and/or local policy and the response to these changes by healthcare systems, insurers, payers, communities, 
practices, and patients. 

10. Robert Wood Johnson Foundation – Optimizing Value in Health Care 
Deadline: March 3, 2015 
Amount: $200,000 - $400,000 over 12-18 months 

http://www.pcori.org/announcement/improving-healthcare-systems-spring-2015-cycle
http://www.cancer.org/research/applyforaresearchgrant/granttypes/rfa-role-healthcare-insurance-cancer
http://www.rwjf.org/en/grants/funding-opportunities/2015/optimizing-value--consumer-focused-value-trends.html?rid=kx_eCyi4vN7iQcv-TZSV6wWsq8BFTCmJ&et_cid=172726


As part of our vision for a Culture of Health, the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation is committed to seeking the best 
possible outcomes and highest value from our national investments in health care, public health and population 
health. This solicitation seeks to better understand consumer perceptions of value in the new and emerging health 
care landscape and to fund research studies that will allow for rapid learning from the field on consumer valuation of 
health care. Funded studies will cover a diverse set of topics and will help inform the development of tools, resources 
and policies to support consumers in making high-value decisions that benefit them and other stakeholders. 

11. Robert Wood Johnson Foundation – Public Health Nurse Leaders: Leveraging Nurse Leaders to Build a Culture of 
Health 
Deadline: April 17, 2015 
Amount: $50,000 (minimum) 
There are two major purposes of this two year leadership development program. The first purpose is to develop a 
group of senior level PHNLs who have the capacity to lead individuals, organizations and communities to build 
partnerships around a Culture of Health.  When PHNLs have the leadership skills to develop and implement 
community based strategies to improve the health of the population, build partnerships with key stakeholders in 
organizations and communities, and influence organizational, state and federal policy, they become effective change 
makers for building a Culture of Health in their communities and across America. The second purpose is to integrate 
public health nurse leaders and their work on building a Culture of Health into the existing state action coalitions 
(ACs) of the Future of Nursing: Campaign for Action.  The Campaign is a national initiative to guide implementation of 
the recommendations in The Future of Nursing: Leading Change, Advancing Health, a landmark Institute of Medicine 
(IOM) report. The Campaign’s vision is that everyone in America can live a healthier life, supported by a system in 
which nurses are essential partners in providing care and promoting health. 

 
III. Education & Humanities 

12. World of Children 
Deadline: April 1, 2015 
Amount: $50,000 
 Health Award: The Health Award recognizes an individual who has made a significant contribution to children 

in the fields of health, medicine or the sciences. 

http://www.rwjf.org/en/grants/funding-opportunities/2014/public-health-workforce--public-health-nursing-.html?rid=kx_eCyi4vN7iQcv-TZSV6wWsq8BFTCmJ&et_cid=176329
http://www.worldofchildren.org/theaward/awards-we-give/


 Humanitarian Award: The Humanitarian Award recognizes an individual who has made a significant 
contribution to children in the areas of social services, education or humanitarian services. Nominee must 
have created, managed or otherwise supported a sustainable program which has significantly contributed to 
children’s opportunities to BE SAFE, TO LEARN and TO GROW. 

 Education Award: The Education Award will recognize individuals who are making extraordinary contributions 
to the lives of vulnerable children in their educational development. 

13. Compton Foundation – Transformative Leadership 
Deadline: Rolling 
Amount: $50,000 
The leaders (and the institutions that support them) with whom we will engage are driven by a strong sense of social 
purpose and have a searing passion for making a difference. As leaders, they are able to craft and communicate a 
compelling vision of the future, translate that vision into clear strategies and achievable goals, build community, and 
adapt flexibly to shifting contexts for their work. In this area, the foundation is expected to support institutions that 
are training, convening, and coaching leaders with the above qualities, networks of leaders working across difference 
in issue, approach, or constituency, and exemplary organizations that demonstrate new ways of working, creative 
collaboration, and transformative leadership qualities. 

14. Tinker Foundation Incorporated – Institutional Grants 
Deadline: March 1, 2015 
Amount: Varies 
The Foundation has identified five program areas in which focused, expert research and innovation has the potential 
to make significant positive impact. Proposals should address one of these areas of interest: Democratic Governance, 
Education, Sustainable Resource Management, U.S. Policy toward Latin America, and Antarctica Science and Policy. 
Projects should have a strong public policy component, offer innovative solutions to problems facing these regions, 
and incorporate new mechanisms for addressing these programmatic areas. Activities may include, but are not 
restricted to, research projects, workshops and conferences related to the Foundation's areas of interest. The 
Foundation encourages collaboration among organizations in the United States and Latin America and prefers to fund 
those institutions that are actively engaged with external stakeholders in addressing an issue of concern.  Funding for 
general support may be considered on a limited basis. 

 
IV. Fellowships 

15. National Multiple Sclerosis Foundation – Career Transition Fellowship 

http://www.comptonfoundation.org/what-we-support/
http://www.tinker.org/content/institutional-grants-overview
http://www.nationalmssociety.org/For-Professionals/Researchers/Society-Funding/Training-Grants-and-Fellowships/Career-Transition-Fellowships


Deadline: April 15, 2015 
Amount: $110,000/year for 5 years 
Finding a way to stop MS, restore function and end MS forever will require a cadre of well-trained scientists engaged 
in MS-related research. The Society’s Career Transition Fellowship addresses this need by fostering the development 
and productivity of young scientists who have potential to make significant contributions to MS research and help 
ensure the future and stability of MS research. The Career Transition Fellowship targets current postdoctoral trainees 
who demonstrate both commitment and exceptional potential to conduct MS-related research. 

16. William T. Grant Foundation – Distinguished Fellows Grant 
Deadline: May 5, 2015 
Amount: $175,000 
The William T. Grant Foundation’s Distinguished Fellows program is an annual program designed to increase the 
supply of, demand for, and use of high-quality research to improve the lives of youth. During the fellowship, 
researchers immerse themselves in policy or practice settings, while policy makers and practitioners work in research 
settings. Research projects must be focused on youth between the ages of 5 and 25 in the United States and aim to 
increase understanding of the programs, policies, and practices that reduce inequality in youth outcomes. 

17. L’Oreal USA – Women in Science Fellowship 
Deadline: March 20, 2015 
Amount: $60,000 
The L’Oréal USA for Women in Science fellowship program annually recognizes and rewards five U.S.-based women 
researchers for their outstanding contributions in science, technology, engineering and math fields. Candidates are 
evaluated using a two phase review process. In the first round, applications are evaluated by experienced scientists in 
the candidates' respective fields. In the second round, a distinguished Jury of eminent scientists and former North 
American L'Oreal-UNESCO for Women in Science Laureates evaluate the top ranked candidates and select the five 
winners. The Jury seeks candidates with exceptional academic records and intellectual merit, clearly articulated 
research proposals with the potential for scientific advancement and outstanding letters of recommendation from 
advisers. New to the program since 2014, applicants are also evaluated on their commitment to supporting other 
women and girls in science. 

http://wtgrantfoundation.org/grants
http://www.lorealusa.com/Foundation/Article.aspx?topcode=Foundation_AccessibleScience_Fellowships


18. The Japan Foundation – Abe Fellowship Program 
Deadline: September 1, 2015 
Amount: Varies 
Applicants are invited to submit proposals for research in the social sciences and related disciplines relevant to any 
one or any combination of the three themes below: 
 Traditional and non-traditional approaches to security and diplomacy: Appropriate research topics include 

transnational terrorism, internal ethnic and religious strife, infectious diseases, food safety, climate change, 
and non-proliferation, as well as the role of cultural initiatives in peace building.    

 Global and regional economic issues: Suitable topics include regional and bilateral trade arrangements, 
international financial stability, globalization and the mitigation of its adverse consequences, sustainable 
urbanization, and environmental degradation. 

 Social and Cultural Issues: Appropriate topics include demographic change, immigration, the role of civil 
society and media as champions of the public interest, social enterprise, corporate social responsibility, and 
revitalization of multi-cultural urban areas. 

Across the Program's three dominant themes, project should demonstrate important contributions to intellectual 
and/or policy debates and break new theoretical or empirical ground. Within this framework, priority is given to 
research projects that formulate solutions that promote a more peaceful, stable, and equitable global society or 
ameliorate the challenges faced by communities worldwide. Applicants are expected to show how the proposed 
project goes beyond previous work on the topic and builds on prior skills to move into new intellectual terrain. 

 
 

http://www.cgp.org/intellectual-exchange/abe-fellowship-program

