
 

CFR Private Funding Opportunities 
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Corporate and Foundation Relations (CFR) assists on non-governmental, institutional grant 
opportunities at the $25,000 level and above. For all grant opportunities requiring a 501c3 
submission, we will arrange applying through the University of Massachusetts Foundation. This 
501c3 process has strict timelines; please contact our office as early as possible to assure that the 
funder deadline can be met. 

 
Most funding opportunities below are offered annually. If time does not permit applying now, we 
encourage you to add them to your proposal schedule for next year. Previous editions of RFP’s and 
the private foundation limited-submission calendar are available at www.umass.edu/cfr. To request 
addition to or removal from this notice and for general questions, please contact CFR staff, 
cfr@admin.umass.edu. For additional assistance and referrals, contact Linda Sopp, Senior Director 
of Foundation Relations, lsopp@admin.umass.edu or Jeff Aron, Executive Director for Corporation & 
Foundation Relations, jaron@umass.edu. Please share widely. Thank you! 

 
Please see How to Fail at Grant Writing, The Chronicle of Higher Education, written by UMass faculty 

successful at obtaining grants. 

Funding Opportunities Included in this Announcement: 

I. Science and Medical 
 

Oak Foundation (environment) Leukemia and Lymphoma Society 
(translational research) 

The Camille and Henry Dreyfus 
Foundation 

American Association for 
Laboratory Animal Science (Lab 
Animal research) 

  

 

II. Nursing and Public Health 
 

American Cancer Society (Healthcare & Cancer 
research) 

The Foundation for Alcohol Research (Alcohol research) 

 

III. Education and Humanities 
 

Enhancing Life Project (Scholarly 
Projects) 

Spencer Foundation (Civics and 
education) 

Community Foundation of 
Western Mass. 

 

IV. Fellowships for Graduate Students, Dissertation work, Postdoctoral work and Travel Grants 

(Individual Fellowships Paid Directly to Students & Faculty) 

Sontag Foundation (Brain Cancer) American Society for Microbiology American Association for Cancer 
Research 

American Psychological Foundation Simons Foundation (Computer 
Science) 

Center for Retirement Research at 
Boston College 

http://www.umass.edu/cfr
mailto:cfr@admin.umass.edu
mailto:lsopp@admin.umass.edu
mailto:jaron@umass.edu


 

I. Science and Medical 
 

Oak Foundation –Environment Grants 
Deadline (LOI): Rolling 
Amount: $100,000 - $4,000,000 
The main goal of the foundation is to fund projects that aim to protect the oceans and climate by 
contributing to the development of responsible global and local governance mechanisms. The 
foundation focuses specifically on the global greenhouse gas emissions peak expected in 2020 and 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions from power and transportation sectors by 2030. 

Leukemia and Lymphoma Society –Translational Research Program 
Deadline (LOI): February 15, 2015 
Amount: $200,000 over three years 
The program is calling for new and innovative research that shows high promise for translating basic 
biomedical knowledge to clinical application. The goal of translational research is to reduce the time 
between laboratory findings and actual treatment. 

The Camille and Henry Dreyfus Foundation –Teacher-Scholar Awards Program 
Deadline: February 10, 2015 
Amount: $75,000 
Based on institutional nominations, the program provides discretionary funding to faculty at an early 
stage in their careers. Criteria for selection include an independent body of scholarship attained within 
the first five years of their appointment as independent researchers, and a demonstrated commitment 
to education, signaling the promise of continuing outstanding contributions to both research and 
teaching in the chemical sciences. 

American Association for Laboratory Animal Science –Grants for Laboratory Animal Science 
Deadline: February 1, 2015 
Amount: $50,000 
The program is to enhance scientific knowledge in laboratory animal health and welfare through 
research, and to further promote collaborative efforts by the AALAS membership within the broader 
scientific community. 

 

II. Nursing & Public Health 
 

American Cancer Society – Healthcare and Cancer Research 
Deadline: April 1, 2015 
Amount: $200,000 
The foundation seeks research that evaluates the impact of the many changes now occurring in the 
healthcare system with a particular focus on cancer prevention, control, and treatment. Efforts focusing 
on improving access to care may also impact inequities that contribute to health disparities. New health 
public policy initiatives such as the new federal and state marketplaces that have expanded insurance 
coverage, as well as Medicaid expansion in some states, create natural experiments ripe for evaluation. 

The Foundation for Alcohol Research –Behavioral and Social Research Grants 
Deadline: February 15, 2015 
Amount: $150,000 over 2 years 
The research supported consists of studying factors associated with drinking patterns across the life 

http://www.oakfnd.org/node/22
http://www.lls.org/%23/researchershealthcareprofessionals/academicgrants/translationalresearch/
http://www.dreyfus.org/awards/camille_dreyfus_teacher_award.shtml
https://www.aalas.org/glas#.VJMN6F4AKB
http://www.cancer.org/research/applyforaresearchgrant/granttypes/rfa-role-healthcare-insurance-cancer
http://www.abmrf.org/behavioral_social_advisory_council


 

 

 

III. Education & Humanities 
 

Enhancing Life Project –Scholarly Projects 
Deadline (LOI): February 1,  2015  
Amount: $100,000 

The project supports relevant scholarly research projects aimed to explore human aspiration and 
social life with advances in technology. Projects can be concentrated around the subjects of 
religious thought, biology, science and technology, social science, communication, and media 
studies. 

Spencer Foundation –The New Civics Grants Program 
Deadline: February 5, 2015 
Amount: Up to $50,000 
The foundation invites grant proposals that ask critical questions about how education can contribute to 
the civic development of young people. Primary focus revolves around ideas of how to get a better 
understanding of impediments of civic learning for communities that are marginalized and economically 
disadvantaged. 

Community Foundation of Western Massachusetts –Mission Standard Grants 
Deadline: February 23, 2015 
Amount: $15,000-$50,000 
The foundation is seeking projects that directly benefit the residents of Franklin, Hampden, and 
Hampshire counties in Massachusetts. If there is intent to apply, the CFR office must be notified. 

 

IV. Fellowships for Graduate Students, Dissertation Work, Postdoctoral Work and Travel Grants 

For assistance with individual fellowships paid directly to students & faculty: students may contact 

Grant Search for Grad Students; faculty may contact Research Development 

 

 

Sontag Foundation –Brain Cancer Grant, Distinguished Scientist Award 
Deadline: March 19, 2015 
Amount: $150,000 over 4 years ($600,000) 
The foundation is seeking early career scientists with potential to reach innovations in brain cancer 
research mainly focusing on increased survival rates and improved recovery for patients. Applicants 
must hold a doctoral degree in a discipline which can be brought to bear on brain cancer. 

American Society for Microbiology –Congressional Science Fellowship 
Deadline: February 20, 2015 
Amount: $65,000 
The program will select one microbiologist to spend a year in Washington, DC on the staff of a 
congressional committee, individual congressman, or some other appropriate organizational unit of 
congress. 

span from adolescence through retirement and old age, cultural and transnational drinking practices, 
highway safety, and life-style influences on health. The result of this line of research is intended for 
developing strategies to prevent the misuse and abuse of alcohol. 

http://enhancinglife.uchicago.edu/about
http://www.spencer.org/content.cfm/how-to-apply-to-the-new-civics-under-50k
http://www.communityfoundation.org/nonprofits/grants.html
http://sontagfoundation.org/display.aspx?page=BrainCancerGrants
http://www.asm.org/index.php/public-and-scientific-affairs-board/congressional-science-fellowship


American Association for Cancer Research –Cancer Research Fellowships 
Deadline: January 27, 2015 
Amount: $50,000 
The Debbie's Dream Foundation-AACR Gastric Cancer Research Fellowships represent a joint effort to 
encourage and support postdoctoral or clinical research fellows to conduct gastric cancer research and 
to establish a successful career path in this field. The research proposed for funding may be basic, 
translational, clinical, or epidemiological in nature and must have direct applicability and relevance to 
gastric cancer. 

American Psychological Foundation –Esther Katz Rosen Graduate Student Fellowship 
Deadline: March 1, 2015 
Amount: Up to $50,000 
The foundation funds graduate students to research and enable enhanced development of identified 
gifted and talented children and adolescents. 

Simon’s Foundation –Graduate Students in Theoretical Computer Science 
Deadline: February 12, 2015 
Amount: $50,000 over two years 
The foundation seeks to identify and support emerging star students by providing additional support to 
enable them to freely pursue their research interests. 

Center for Retirement Research at Boston College –Dissertation Fellowship Program 
Deadline: January 31, 2015 
Amount: $28,000 
The foundation sponsors the annual Dissertation Fellowship Program in the field of retirement income 
research. The program is funded by the U.S. Social Security Administration and provides funding 
opportunities for doctoral candidates to pursue cutting-edge research on retirement issues. Funding 
focus areas include social security, macroeconomic analyses of social security, wealth and retirement 
income, program interactions, international research, and demographic research. 

http://www.aacr.org/Funding/Pages/Funding-Detail.aspx?ItemID=15&amp;.VJmsWl4AKC
http://www.apa.org/apf/funding/rosen.aspx?tab=1
https://www.simonsfoundation.org/funding/funding-opportunities/mathematics-physical-sciences/simons-award-for-graduate-students-in-theoretical-computer-science/
http://crr.bc.edu/about-us/grant-programs/dissertation-fellowship-program-2/

