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Corporate and Foundation Relations (CFR) assists on non-governmental, institutional grant opportunities at the $25,000 level and 
above. For all grant opportunities requiring a 501c3 submission, we will arrange applying through the University of Massachusetts 
Foundation. This 501c3 process has strict timelines; please contact our office as early as possible to assure that the funder deadline 
can be met.  
 
Most funding opportunities below are offered annually. If time does not permit applying now, we encourage you to add them to 
your proposal schedule for next year. Previous editions of RFP’s and the private foundation limited-submission calendar are 
available at www.umass.edu/cfr. To request addition to or removal from this notice and for general questions, please contact CFR 
staff, cfr@admin.umass.edu. For additional assistance and referrals, contact Linda Sopp, Senior Director of Foundation Relations, 
lsopp@admin.umass.edu or Jeff Aron, Executive Director for Corporation & Foundation Relations, jaron@umass.edu. Please share 
widely. Thank you!  
 
Please see How to Fail at Grant Writing, The Chronicle of Higher Education, written by UMass faculty successful at obtaining grants.  
 
Funding Opportunities Included in this Announcement: 
I. Science & Medical 

Institut de France (Scientists Grant) American Asthma Fdn (Asthma) Nat’l Multiple Sclerosis Society (MS) 
Pancreatic Cancer Action Network (Cancer) Simons Foundation (Autism) Dreyfus Foundation (Chemical Sciences) 

ALS Association (ALS) Epilepsy Foundation (Epilepsy) Edu & Research Fdn (Nuclear Medicine) 
Wexner Medical Center (Cardiovascular) Taubman Medical Institute (Translational) Dreyfus Foundation (Chemical Sciences) 

National Pancreas Fdn (Pancreas Diseases) Global Probiotics Council (Probiotic Research) American Society for Reproductive Medicine 
Epilepsy Foundation (Morbidity & Mortality) Avon Foundation (Hospital/Support) Avon Foundation (Breast Cancer) 

 
II. Nursing & Public Health 

Build Health Challenge (Community Health) Robert Wood Johnson Fdn (Healthy Eating) National Fish & Wildlife Fdn (Urban Water) 
 
III. Education & Humanities 

Xprize Foundation (Quality Education) Retirement Research Fdn (Retirement/Aging) Russell Sage Fdn (Social Inequality) 
Charles Bronfman Prize (Jewish Humanitarians) Nat’l Museum of Women in the Arts  

 
IV. Fellowships for Graduate Students, Dissertation Work, Postdoctoral Work and Travel Grants (Individual Fellowships Paid Directly 
to Students & Faculty) 

IBM (Math/Computer Science) Dreyfus Foundation (Environmental Chemistry) ALS Association (ALS) 
Nat’l Academies (Sciences)   



I. Science & Medical 
1. Institut de France, Foundation Lefoulon Delalande – Scientific Grant Prize 

Deadline: January 23, 2015 
Amount: $450,000 
The Grand Prize will be given each year to a scientist who has made important contributions to cardiovascular physiology, biology, or 
medicine. Taken in the widest sense, these fields also include developmental biology, genetics, epidemiology, physiology, as well as clinical 
biology, imaging techniques, therapeutics, and the pharmacology of the cardiovascular system. 

2. American Asthma Foundation – AAF Scholar Awards 
Deadline: February 4, 2015 
Amount: $450,000 
The program supports work in all investigative fields that may reveal new pathways in the pathogenesis of asthma. Studies may involve 
laboratory or clinical investigation, including genetic and epidemiological studies. Studies of humans are encouraged. The Program does not 
sponsor therapeutic trials. 

3. National Multiple Sclerosis Society – Research Grants 
Deadline: February 4, 2015 
Amount: $150,000/year for 3 years ($450,000) 
We welcome applications for studies related to multiple sclerosis that may serve to advance our mission of stopping MS progression, 
restoring function and improving quality of life, and preventing MS. The Society supports fundamental as well as applied studies, non-clinical 
or clinical in nature, including projects in patient management, care and rehabilitation. 

4. Avon Foundation – Research Grant Program 
Deadline: January 15, 2015 
Amount: $150,000/year for 2 years ($300,000) 
Supports research projects aimed at understanding the causes of breast cancer, prevention or developing new tests to assess risk. Funds can 
also be requested to develop new treatments for unmet needs in breast cancer. 

5. Pancreatic Cancer Action Network – Translational Research Grant 
Deadline: January 30, 2015 
Amount: $300,000 
The Translational Research Grant will fund a translational research project that has as its endpoint the development of a pancreatic cancer 
assessment, prevention or treatment modality. The scientific validation of the proposed modality must already exist and the project 
proposed for funding should represent a practical application of this knowledge. Fundamental discovery or basic science research projects 
are not eligible for funding through this grant mechanism. 

6. The Simons Foundation – 2015 Novel Outcome Measures for ASD Clinical Trials 
Deadline: February 5, 2015 
Amount: $250,000 
Grants awarded through this request for applications (RFA) are intended to develop and validate objective outcome measures for use in 
clinical trials targeting core symptoms (social communication impairments and restricted, repetitive behaviors) of autism spectrum disorder, 
and disruptive behavioral symptoms commonly reported in individuals with autism (e.g., anxiety, tantrums). There is a lack of quantitative, 
objective, reliable and sensitive tools to measure treatment response in behavioral and pharmacological clinical trials in autism. We seek 

http://lefoulon-delalande.institut-de-france.fr/node/44
http://www.americanasthmafoundation.org/funding-2015
http://www.nationalmssociety.org/For-Professionals/Researchers/Society-Funding/Research-Grants
http://www.avonfoundation.org/grants/breast-cancer/research-grant-guidelines/
http://www.pancan.org/research-grants-program/apply-for-a-pancreatic-cancer-research-grant/
http://www.simonsfoundation.org/funding/funding-opportunities/autism-research-initiative-sfari/2015-novel-outcome-measures-for-asd-clinical-trials/


innovative applications that will develop and validate clinically relevant outcome measures that will objectively and sensitively distinguish 
treatment effects from placebo response and reduce reliance on retrospective parent-reported behavior rating scales and assessments. 

7. The Camille and Henry Dreyfus Foundation – The Dreyfus Prize in the Chemical Sciences 
Deadline: March 2, 2015 
Amount: $250,000 
The Dreyfus Prize in the Chemical Sciences is awarded to an individual in a selected area of chemistry to recognize exceptional and original 
research that has advanced the field in a major way.  

8. The ALS Association – Investigator Initiated Research Multi Year Awards 
Deadline: January 12, 2015 
Amount: $80,000/year for 3 years ($240,000) 
This award is for established ALS investigators proposing research of high scientific merit and relevance to ALS. Funding for multi-year grants 
is committed for one year only, with noncompetitive renewals conditioned upon results. These applications require strong preliminary data. 

9. Epilepsy Foundation – Shark Tank Competition 
Deadline: February 2, 2015 
Amount: $200,000 
Entries must represent the most innovative new ideas in epilepsy treatment and care. The winner(s) will receive international recognition 
and compete for awards to support the development and commercialization of an important new product, technology or therapeutic 
concept to help people with epilepsy. Must demonstrate an ability to move the proposed plan to completion, showing how the prize can 
accelerate any step along the path to market. 

10. Avon Foundation 
Deadline: January 9, 2015 
Amount: $100,000 

a. Safety Net Hospital Program 
Supports hospital-based programs including equipment upgrades, staff such as nurse-navigators or lay-navigators, and 
programmatic expenses. 

b. Support Services Program 
Supports programs providing support services and education to women and men diagnosed with breast cancer, including nutrition 
support, counseling and referral programs, financial assistance programs and information services. 

11. The Education & Research Foundation for Nuclear Medicine & Molecular Imaging – Cassen Postdoctoral Mentoring Award 
Deadline: January 15, 2015 
Amount: $100,000 
This grant provides funds for a junior scientist faculty member to recruit a post-doctoral to support research in the field of Nuclear Medicine 
and Molecular Imaging. The grant is intended to provide these early-career scientists with mentoring experience, and the opportunity to 
develop preliminary data for federal or other competitive research support. The grant will provide support for the postdoctoral fellow to 
carry out the research under the supervision of the junior faculty member, with the assistance of a senior faculty member or principal 
investigator. Selection of a postdoctoral fellow from relevant disciplines outside Nuclear Medicine and Molecular Imaging is encouraged but 
not required. Overall administrative and research guidance for the postdoctoral fellow is to be provided by a senior mentor in the same 
institution. 

http://www.dreyfus.org/awards/prize.shtml
http://www.alsa.org/research/for-researchers/the-als-association-research.htmlhttp:/www.alsa.org/research/for-researchers/the-als-association-research.html
http://www.epilepsy.com/accelerating-new-therapies/shark-tank-competition
http://www.avonfoundation.org/grants/
https://www.mierf.org/to-apply/to-apply


12. The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center – Schottenstein Prize in Cardiovascular Sciences 
Deadline: January 31, 2015 
Amount: $100,000 
The Jay and Jeanie Schottenstein Prize in Cardiovascular Sciences provides national and international recognition and support to those at the 
forefront of cardiovascular sciences. The recipient will be a leader in cardiovascular sciences, a physician or biomedical scientist who has 
made extraordinary and sustained leadership contributions to improving health care. 

13. Taubman Medical Research Institute – 2015 Taubman Prize for Excellence in Translational Medical Science 
Deadline: February 1, 2015 
Amount: $100,000 
This award is presented annually by the A. Alfred Taubman Medical Research Institute at the University of Michigan. It is meant to recognize 
work in the crucial field of translational research being conducted by the clinician-scientist who has done the most to transform laboratory 
discoveries into clinical applications for patients suffering from disease. 

14. The Camille and Henry Dreyfus Foundation – Special Grant Program in Chemical Sciences 
Deadline: June 4, 2015 
Amount: $100,000 
The Camille and Henry Dreyfus Foundation’s Special Grant Program in the Chemical Sciences provides funding for innovative projects in any 
area consistent with the Foundation's broad objective to significantly advance the chemical sciences. Examples of areas of interest include 
(but are not limited to): the increase in public awareness, understanding, and appreciation of the chemical sciences; innovative approaches 
to chemistry education at all levels (K-12, undergraduate, and graduate); and efforts to make chemistry careers more attractive. Research 
proposals are not customarily considered. Important aspects of proposals are: broad applicability and impact beyond the submitting 
institution; specific and detailed descriptions of the chemistry associated with the proposal; uniqueness of the project. 

15. The National Pancreas Foundation – Research Grant 
Deadline: January 30, 2015 
Amount: $50,000 
The National Pancreas Foundation (NPF) is a private, non-profit organization established to support the funding of research related to 
pancreatic diseases.  It also provides support for the men, women, and children who are suffering from diseases of the pancreas. Applicants 
must be employed by an institution engaged in health related research.  The applicant further must agree to be supervised by the institution 
at all times while conducting research supported by the NPF. The research must be in the field of pancreatic diseases. Studies intended to 
advance knowledge in the areas of pancreatic carcinoma, and all forms of pancreatitis would be the closest to the areas of interest of the 
NPF.  Studies more closely related to diabetes will not be accepted. 

16. Global Probiotics Council – Young Investigator Grant for Probiotic Research 
Deadline: February 10, 2015 
Amount: $50,000 
The focus of the 2015 grant is to improve understanding of mechanisms by which potential probiotics, including beneficial commensals, 
interact with the host and gastrointestinal microbiota to improve physiology and bodily function. Proposals on dietary intervention to 
improve physiological function, health status and reduce disease risk are preferred over proposals on disease pathogenesis, drugs and 
therapies. 

17. American Society for Reproductive Medicine – Research Grants 

http://wexnermedical.osu.edu/patient-care/healthcare-services/heart-vascular/schottenstein-prize-in-cardiovascular-sciences
http://www.taubmaninstitute.org/taubman-prize
http://www.dreyfus.org/awards/special_grant_program_chemical.shtml
http://pancreasfoundation.org/research/grants-and-awards/
http://www.probioticsresearch.com/
http://www.asrm.org/ASRM_Research_Grants/


Deadline: March 2, 2015 
Amount: $50,000 
The American Society for Reproductive Medicine is accepting applications for its 2015 Research Grants program, an annual program 
designed to facilitate the research endeavors of new investigators; provide bridge funds for projects that are of benefit to other members of 
the society; and foster the development of innovative research.  ASRM research grants will be awarded for project expenses, technical 
assistance, patient expenses, research supplies, and durable laboratory equipment. Innovative projects that have been funded by other 
sources and are in need of bridge funding are appropriate. Proposals from junior faculty, particularly those in their first three years of faculty 
appointment, will receive priority. 

18. Epilepsy Foundation – Targeted Research Initiative for Morbidity and Mortality 
Deadline: March 20, 2015 
Amount: $50,000 
The Targeted Research Initiative for Morbidity and Mortality supports research that generates initial data leading to more extensive projects 
that will generate knowledge that will ultimately improve the lives of persons with epilepsy. This initiative recognizes the need for research 
and new insights into these scientific areas. The broad focus of the morbidity portion of this program includes: identification of somatic 
comorbidities in epilepsy that occur more than expected among controls, including but not limited to diabetes, gastrointestinal bleeding, 
chronic lung disease, congenital cardiac abnormalities, heart failure, and pneumonia; and associations between somatic comorbidities in 
epilepsy and epilepsy outcomes, including quality of life in epilepsy, seizure remission, stigma and other outcomes. The mortality portion of 
the program is focused upon potentially preventable causes of death in epilepsy, such as accidents, suicide and SUDEP. Applicants are 
encouraged to examine risk factors for these causes of death in epilepsy; as well as interventions to decrease the presence of risk factors for 
these causes of death where risk factors have been identified. 

 
 

II. Nursing & Public Health 
19. The Build Health Challenge 

Deadline: January 16, 2015 
Amount: $75,000 - $250,000 
The BUILD Health Challenge is a national award program designed to support community collaborations that are working to give everyone a 
fair chance to be healthy. Specifically, the BUILD Health Challenge will give two kinds of awards – planning and implementation awards – to 
strengthen partnerships among hospitals, nonprofits, local health departments, and other community organizations to improve the health of 
low-income neighborhoods within cities with populations greater than 150,000. In addition to grants, awardees will have access to a broad 
range of support services, including technical assistance, coaching and access to networks of population health innovators. The BUILD Health 
Challenge invites collaborative proposals that will identify, highlight, and advance new models for improving community health and health 
equity. The Challenge aims to identify and share the most promising innovations and best practices with the rest of the country. 

20. Robert Wood Johnson Foundation – Healthy Eating Research 
Deadline: January 7, 2015 
Amount: $75,000 
Childhood obesity is one of the most serious threats to the health of our nation. The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF), through its 
commitment to reversing the childhood obesity epidemic, has provided national leadership in efforts to achieve a healthy weight for all of 

http://www.epilepsy.com/accelerating-new-therapies/our-research-program/grant-and-fellowship-opportunities#TRIMM
http://www.buildhealthchallenge.org/
http://www.rwjf.org/en/grants/funding-opportunities/2014/her-special-solicitation.html?rid=kx_eCyi4vN7iQcv-TZSV6wWsq8BFTCmJ&et_cid=129083


our nation’s children, especially in lower-income communities and communities of color. This landmark work continues today as part of its 
vision to build a national Culture of Health that will enable all Americans to live longer and healthier lives, now and for generations to come. 
Healthy Eating Research: Building Evidence to Prevent Childhood Obesity is an RWJF national program. The program supports research on 
environmental and policy strategies with strong potential to promote healthy eating among children to prevent childhood obesity, especially 
among groups at highest risk for obesity: Black, Latino, American Indian, Asian/Pacific Islander children, and children who live in lower-
income communities. Findings are expected to advance RWJF’s efforts to reverse the childhood obesity epidemic and help all children 
achieve a healthy weight. This call for proposals (CFP) focuses on childhood obesity prevention efforts in two settings: Healthy Food Retail 
and Early Care and Education. 

21. National Fish and Wildlife Foundation – Five Star & Urban Waters Restoration Program 
Deadline: February 3, 2015 
Amount: $20,000 - $50,000 
The Five Star & Urban Waters Restoration Grant Program seeks to develop community capacity to sustain local natural resources for future 
generations by providing modest financial assistance to diverse local partnerships for wetland, riparian, forest and coastal habitat 
restoration, urban wildlife conservation, storm water management as well as outreach, education and stewardship. Projects should focus on 
water quality, watersheds and the habitats they support. NFWF may use a mix of public and private funding sources to support any grant 
made through this program. 
 

III. Education & Humanities 
22. Xprize Foundation – Global Learning Xprize 

Deadline: March 31, 2015 
Amount: $1,000,000 
A competition that will reward the registered competitor (“Team”) whose technology results in the greatest levels of learning achievement 
in reading, writing, and arithmetic by children with little or no access to quality education. The learning solutions developed by this prize will 
enable a child to learn autonomously.  And, those created by the finalists will be open-sourced for all to access, iterate and share. This 
technology could be deployed around the world, bringing learning experiences to children otherwise thought unreachable, who do not have 
access to quality education, and supplementing the learning experiences of children who do. 

23. The Retirement Research Foundation – Responsive Grants 
Deadline: February 2, 2015 
Amount: $100,000/year for 2 years ($200,000) 
The Retirement Research Foundation is one of the first private foundations in the nation devoted exclusively to aging and retirement issues. 
RRF’s Responsive Grants program supports projects in the following four major areas: Advocacy – Achieve enduring social change around 
issues that affect older Americans; Direct Service – Improve availability and quality of community-based and residential long-term services 
and supports; Professional Education & Training – Increase the competency of professionals and paraprofessionals who serve older adults; 
and Research – Seek causes and solutions to significant problems for older adults. 

24. Russell Sage Foundation – Social Inequality 
Deadline: January 16, 2015 
Amount: $75,000/year for 2 years ($150,000) 
The Russell Sage Foundation's program on Social Inequality supports research on the social, economic, political, and labor market 

http://www.nfwf.org/fivestar/Pages/2015rfp.aspx#.VIcaeTHF-So
http://learning.xprize.org/
http://www.rrf.org/grants/responsive-grants
http://www.russellsage.org/research/social-inequality/funding_opportunity


consequences of rising economic inequalities in the United States. We seek investigator-initiated research projects that will broaden our 
understanding of the causes and consequences of rising economic inequalities. We are especially interested in projects that might use 
innovative data or methodologies to address important questions about inequality. Examples of the kinds of topics and questions that are of 
interest include, but are not limited to, the following: Economic Well-Being, Equality of Opportunity, and Intergenerational Mobility; The 
Political Process and the Resulting Policies; Psychological and/or Cultural Change; Education; Labor Markets; Child Development and Child 
Outcomes; Neighborhoods and Communities; Families, Family Structure, and Family Formation; and Other Forms of Inequality. 

25. The Charles Bronfman Prize 
Deadline: January 15, 2015 
Amount: $100,000 
The Charles Bronfman Prize annually recognizes Jewish humanitarians whose work, while inspired by personal Jewish values, is of universal 
benefit to all people. The award program seeks to honor next-generation leaders who have a vision for change that will better the world in a 
meaningful way, and who have created a mechanism for acting on that vision in ways that deliver measurable results. The prize celebrates 
the vision and endeavor of an individual (or group of individuals) under the age of 50 whose humanitarian work has contributed significantly 
to the betterment of the world. The prize is designed to bring public recognition to young, dynamic individuals whose Jewish values infuse 
their humanitarian accomplishments and provide inspiration to future generations. The prize recipient(s) will join a cohort of recipients who 
exhibit leadership, innovation, and impact. The prize accepts nominations from around the world in all areas of humanitarian endeavor 
across a broad spectrum of disciplines, including but not limited to medicine and science, education, human rights, conflict resolution, 
community development, and compassionate care. Past recipients represent a range of endeavors and accomplishments in the fields of 
genetics, the environment, medical education, humanitarian relief, the transformation of public education, and human rights. 

26. National Museum of Women in the Arts – Mellor Book Prize 
Deadline: January 1, 2015 
Amount: $50,000 
The Mellor Prize shall be awarded annually to the author of the best proposal for a scholarly book written in English on an individual woman 
artist or subject related to the mission of NMWA. Mellor Prize funds may be used to fund travel for research, translate materials not 
available to an English language audience, and other costs related to creating the final manuscript. The proposed book must be able to stand 
on its own but could include other media (i.e. CD, DVD, online) as an additional component. 

 
IV. Fellowships for Graduate Students, Dissertation Work, Postdoctoral Work and Travel Grants 
For assistance with individual fellowships paid directly to students & faculty: students may contact Grant Search for Grad Students; 
faculty may contact Research Development. 
27. IBM – Goldstine Fellowship 

Deadline: January 16, 2015 
Amount: $120,000 
The Mathematical Sciences department of the IBM Thomas J. Watson Research Center invites applications for its 2015-2016 Herman 
Goldstine Memorial Postdoctoral Fellowship for research in the mathematical and computer sciences. The fellowship provides scientists of 
outstanding ability an opportunity to advance their scholarship as resident department members at the Research Center. The Research 
Center is located in Westchester County, less than an hour north of New York City. Areas of research include: algorithms (approximation, 
randomized, and on-line); complex systems; data mining (machine learning, pattern recognition, computational statistics); dynamical 

http://www.thecharlesbronfmanprize.com/nomination-process
http://nmwa.org/learn/library-archives/awards-prizes/mellor-book-prize
http://www.research.ibm.com/goldstine/


systems; high-performance computing (scientific computing, parallel computing, big-data); inverse problems; numerical analysis; 
optimization (discrete, continuous, global and stochastic); probability theory (stochastic models, risk management, queues & queuing 
networks); statistics (time-series, multivariate analysis, spatiotemporal analysis, design & reliability); simulation; and operations 
management (revenue management, pricing, performance modelling, supply-chain). 

28. The Camille and Henry Dreyfus Foundation – Postdoctoral Program in Environmental Chemistry 
Deadline: August 3, 2015 
Amount: $120,000 
The Camille and Henry Dreyfus Foundation seeks to further the development of scientific leadership in the field of environmental chemistry 
with the Postdoctoral Program in Environmental Chemistry. The Program provides a principal investigator with an award to appoint a 
Postdoctoral Fellow in environmental chemistry. Prize seeks to support innovative fundamental research in the chemical sciences or 
engineering related to the environment. Examples include but are not limited to the chemistry associated with: the climate, the atmosphere, 
aquatic or marine settings, toxicology, soil or groundwater. Also of interest are chemistry-related energy research (renewable sources, 
sequestration, etc.), and new or green approaches to chemical synthesis and processing, both with a clearly stated relation to the 
environment. 

29. The ALS Association – The Milton Safenowitz Post-Doctoral Fellowship for ALS Research Awards 
Deadline: January 12, 2015 
Amount: $50,000/year for 2 years ($100,000) 
This is a unique opportunity for recently graduated scientists to be on the cutting edge of scientific discovery and to encourage bright young 
investigators to enter the field of ALS. 

30. The National Academies – Jefferson Science Fellowship 
Deadline: January 12, 2015 
Amount: $60,000 
Tenured, or similarly ranked, academic scientists, engineers and physicians from U.S. institutions of higher learning, who are U.S. citizens, 
are eligible for selection as Jefferson Science Fellows (JSF). Each Fellow will spend one year at the U.S. Department of State or the U.S. 
Agency for International Development (USAID) for an on-site assignment in Washington, D.C. that may also involve extended stays at U.S. 
foreign embassies and/or missions. All JSF assignments will be designed in consultation with regional and/or functional bureaus within the 
U.S. Department of State/USAID. 

 

http://www.dreyfus.org/awards/postdoctoral_program.shtml
http://www.alsa.org/research/for-researchers/the-als-association-research.html
http://sites.nationalacademies.org/PGA/Jefferson/PGA_048242

