
Newman Council Meeting 

Wednesday, October 8th 2014 7:04-8:32 

Newman Center Bartley Room 

MINUTES 
 

Present: Fr. Gary Dailey Director, Frank Martinez Nocito Chair, Michael Nicholson Vice-Chair, 

Lily Wallace Secretary, Ann Zimmerman, Joanne Lau, Sean Riel, Devon Smolak, Tom Lynch, 

Christina Crook, Eileen Verner, Massabory Camara, Megan Johnson, Laura Suttenfield, John 

Gerber, Mei Li Dzindolet (Newman Student Association Representative). 

  
Proposed Meetings Dates 

1. November 19th 2014        

2. January 21st 2015  

3. February 25th  2014 

4. March 25th 2015 

5. April 15th 2015 

 

Ratification of By Laws 

        Newman Council by-laws ratified as of October 8th 2014. 

 

New Business 
Tom Lynch of the Financial Council spoke about where the money comes and goes. 

Review the finance overview and if you have any questions you can either bring them to 

the next meeting or email Tom Lynch at: lynchlt@gmail.com. 

 

Director’s Report- Fr. Gary 
Important to remember that while we come to our meetings with our own “agendas”, it’s 

important to look out the whole window not just through one pane and see the needs of 

the community over our own needs. We need to listen to one another and be open to 

adapt our opinions. Come with your personal passions but be open to new opinions. 

 

This year seems to have had a greater increase in student participation. The increase in 

first year students could be in part due to letters Fr. Gary sent out to students coming here 

from a Catholic High School. 

 

Congrats to John Gerber and Christina Crook on a successful event this past weekend on 

faith and environmental justice. 

 

Role of the development board: Comprised of various community members including 

some CEOs and CFOs. Their goal is to look at the big picture of Newman and see how it 

can be improved. This lead to the establishment of Ginny’s position as the Newman 

Director of Development. The board meets formally three times a year as well as work on 

a subcommittee level. Their main goal is to make sure that students are taken care of and 

are receiving Jesus everyday (living out the mission of the Newman Center). 

 

 

mailto:lynchlt@gmail.com


Action Items/Newman Council Work Plan-Frank 
Utilize the feedback from the input of the extended Community and students culminating 

in the Newman 7 goals, and the Newman Council mission. We will build slowly. The 

three Executive Officers will meet with Fr. Gary to establish agendas and send them out 

so all council members have time to review and provide the officers with feedback to 

help to determine next steps. Along with developing new programs we must work to 

support existing programs, i.e., Action Day, Lessons and Carols and the Giving Tree. 

 

Formation of Subcommittees 
 Christina suggested that these subcommittees get started right away in advance of the 

holiday season. Fr Gary mentioned that members of subcommittees do not need to be on 

the Newman Council and this will be a way to involve others. 

 John Gerber suggested a social justice/environmentalism initiative. Possibly involving 

UMass tailgating activities.       

 Laura suggested a subcommittee focusing on combating the hook-up culture on campus. 

Possibly creating a student discussion group and bringing in speakers like the Sisters of 

Life. Laura also suggested community outreach towards the LGBTQ community. 

Related, Ann suggested a subcommittee focusing on promoting alternatives to abortions. 

 Megan suggested a subcommittee focusing on bringing community in with programs, 

e.g., social hours after mass. “Adopting” college students program to promote connection 

between Newman families and students in need of a family atmosphere. 

 Devon suggested a community-building free lunch to help with evangelizing and drawing 

new people in. She also voiced that she felt Newman could promote itself better and 

needed more fliers/tables/word of mouth. 

 Massabory voiced the opinion that we need to conduct more outreach, to connect with 

students in need, and determine the best way to offer support. 

 Christina suggested holding events off-site to build a different context and to work in 

conjunction with other Christian groups. Others agreed there was a need for more 

interfaith work. 

 Frank is working on a response from the Newman Community following the Ebola 

epidemic, in an effort to support Newman families impacted by the disease. 

 

These are the current subcommittees that will meet and brainstorm their initiatives and 

goals (if possible before the next Newman Council meeting): 

 

1. Environmental Subcommittee: Christina Crook/ Mary Jo 

2. Alternatives/Chastity/ rape culture Subcommittee: Devon, Laura, Anne 

3. Interfaith Subcommittee: Sean and Michael 

4. Fellowship Subcommittee: Anne, Meghan, and Eileen 

 

New Business 
1. UMass Chancellor coming to talk to students Nov 2nd during Peer Ministry Faith sharing 

program 

2. NSA Action Day November 23rd 

3. 21-day Challenge Wings Night 


