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                        East Asian Studies at UMass
                    

                

                                    
                        
            Our close-knit, friendly community of teacher-scholars emphasizes your education at all levels through historical and interdisciplinary perspectives.
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            In addition to becoming proficient in at least one of three challenging languages, you'll learn how to think and write critically, present and discuss Asia and Asian culture intelligibly to others, and apply what you've learned at UMass Amherst to careers beyond graduation.
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              The Chinese Program





      
    

  



    
  
  
              The Japanese Program
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              The Japanese Program
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Language Learning

      
                            
                
            East Asian Studies at UMass Amherst offers language instructions based on the latest research findings and decades of combined teaching experience. We foster integrated contextual learning among students. Authentic materials are used whenever possible in elementary and intermediate courses and exclusively in advanced courses. Instructors are well-versed in pedagogy, thoroughly experienced in teaching, and passionate about helping students.


Intensive courses are offered for the first two years of the curriculum to boost language ability. Those who have taken prior classes in the language can ease their way into the curriculum by taking the non-intensive course for the first semester. Those with more extensive experience can take a placement test to be placed into an appropriate level. Upper-level courses are non-intensive and more varied in focus. At the end of the four years of language courses, most students with no previous language experience can communicate comfortably in a socially appropriate manner.
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  An open-minded and heartful approach to Japanese culture

                                            

                    
                        
                            
                                
            David Stanley Hewett's journey took him from studying Japanese at UMass Amherst to a career as a prominent artist in Japan. His story showcases his deep passion for Japanese arts and culture.


      
                            

                            
                                
                                
            David Stanley Hewett
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        David Stanley Hewett
        Read David's Alumni Profile
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        Mar
    

    

    
    

                                                                            5:30 pm - 7:30 pm ET
                        
    
              
            The 9th UMass Five College Korean Speech Contest & Cultural Performance
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                                                                            5:30 pm - 7:30 pm ET
                        
    
              
            Hyakunin Isshu & Kyogi Karuta: Traditional Poetry as Competitive Sport
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            Half a Century of Shedding Light on the Other Side of the Globe: East Asian Languages and Cultures Celebrates 50 Years at UMass Amherst

      
            
    
        
              This academic year marks the 50th anniversary of the East Asian Languages and Cultures program in the Department of Languages, Literatures, and Cultures.



      
    

    
                    February 25, 2020
            



    


    
                    
            UMass Alumnus Sam Bett wins the "U.S. - Japan Friendship Prize for the Translation of Literature"

      
            
    
        
              Join us in congratulating Sam Bett on winning the U.S. – Japan Friendship Prize for the Translation of Literature , for his translation of a Mishima Yukio novel, Star .
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            Zhongwei Shen’s ‘A Phonological History of Chinese’ Introduces Scholarship of Chinese Researchers to the West

      
            
    
        
              A new book by Zhongwei Shen, professor of East Asian languages and cultures, was recently published by the Cambridge University Press. “Phonological History of Chinese” provides an account of the standard phonological system of the major Chinese historical periods: Old Chinese, Middle Chinese and
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Support East Asian Languages and Literatures

      
                                
            The program of East Asian Languages and Literatures depends on the generosity and support of our alumni and interested friends. To further improve the resources for our students, your contributions allow us to offer small fellowships, host outside speakers, run career development fora, and fund student-led initiatives. 
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                East Asian Languages and Cultures
              

                              
                  
                

                                            
                  440 Herter Hall

161 Presidents Drive

Amherst, MA 01003

(413) 545-0886

office@asianlan.umass.edu
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