
 
 
 
UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS AMHERST 
SPRING 2020 GRADUATE HISTORY OF ART & ARCHITECTURE COURSE OFFERINGS 
 
 
614 – Sexuality, Drama and Invention                Schmitter 
M/W 2:30 – 3:45                                                                                                                                     #50465  
Architecture, sculpture and painting from 1600-1750, especially in Rome; painting of the Bolognese school;              
spread of the Baroque style. Emphasis on Caravaggio, Annibale Carracci, Bernini, Borromini, and Pietro da               
Cortona.   
 
 
627 –Contemporary Art               Kurczynski 
Tu/Th 2:30 – 3:45                                 #39887 
Addresses the history of contemporary art since 1980 from a western perspective, but in a global context.                 
Introduces students to major issues in contemporary art and criticism such as conceptualism, new media,               
earth art, postmodernism, neo-expressionism, institutional critique, identity politics, political interventions,          
installation art, ecology, globalization, relational aesthetics, and the role of consumerism and the art market. 
 
 
629 – American Art 1860 – 1940 “1800 to Present”           Gómez 
Tu/Th 1:00 – 2:15           #50168 
This course is an introduction to the art produced in Latin America and by people of Latin American descent,                   
from 1800 to the present. Organized chronologically, the course emphasizes the essential role that art and                
visual culture have played in the political, social, and religious spheres of Latin America since the wars of                  
independence, as well as the way art is mobilized by Latinx people in the United States. Classes will focus on                    
key topics, including the art of national propaganda, the activation of indigenous visual traditions, the               
representation and erasure of Afro-Latin Americans, the visualizations of diasporic identities, and art as a               
contemporary political tool. 
 
 
634 – History of Decorative Arts           Denny 
Tu/Th 10:00 – 11:15                     #50466 
Historical survey of the decorative arts from the middle ages into the present century; emphasis on the                 
European and American period styles of the 18th century onward. Various media of the decorative arts,                
including furniture, glass, textiles. Prerequisite: ART-HIST 100, 110, or 115. 
 
 
635 – Seminar – History of Photography        Çakmak 
Th 2:30 – 5:15          #39834 
The course will explore the history of photography as a global practice in the nineteenth century, studying its                  
networks from the Ottoman Empire to India, China, Japan, the Americas, and Europe. Vernacular              
photographies as well as colonial and post-colonial legacies of photographic practice across the world will be                
considered. The course will be conducted in seminar style, and incorporate several sessions at the area                
museums' photography collections." 

 
643 – 20th Century Architecture: Soc, Cap, Glob           Rohan 
M/W 4:00 – 5:15          #39822 
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This lecture course examines the history of the modernist movement from 1914 to the present in relationship                 
to the primary ideologies of the 20th and 21st centuries, socialism, capitalism, and globalism. It considers the                 
work of the founding figures - Wright, Mies, Gropius and Le Corbusier - and significant themes such as the  
 
 
 
 
individual vs. the collective; European vs. American approaches; modernism beyond the West; and the              
impact of popular culture and new technologies. 
 
 
691P – Seminar – Identify Politics & Art: 1960s to Today           Kurczynski 
Tu/Th 11:30 – 12:45     # 
This course historicizes identity politics in art from the 1960s to today, examining what social identity means                 
and why it has been a contentious topic in contemporary art history. Students will consider the problem of                  
discussing intersectional identities when they are shifting, open-ended, and complex constructions. We will             
study artists whose work raises personal and political questions about social experience and authenticity in               
ways that break down stereotypes. The role of performative works, video and installation will be considered in                 
relation to more traditional artistic media such as drawing and painting. We will study the history of the Black                   
Art and Feminist movements and key texts from queer studies, feminist, and critical race theory in order to                  
examine their intersections and divergences. The relationship of art to political protest movements, the AIDS               
crisis, Black Lives Matter and other recent developments will be addressed along with art world controversies                
such as The Decade Show (1991), the Culture Wars (1989-91), and the Whitney Biennials of 1993 and 2017.                  
The course also incorporates trips to current exhibitions on view that relate to these topics. 
 
 
691R – Seminar – American Art “Visual Legacies of Colonialism”     Gómez 
Tu 4:00 – 6:45     # 
Visual Legacies of Colonialism 
In this seminar students will investigate the myriad ways that the European invasion of the Americas in the                  
sixteenth century continues to inform contemporary popular culture. The course begins in the colonial period,               
using primary documents and images to identify and deconstruct the derogatory tropes that manifested in               
colonial visual culture. In the second part of the course, students will critically analyze contemporary popular                
visual media, including Hollywood films, television shows, and advertisements, that utilize colonial            
stereotypes, and discuss the social consequences of their endurance, especially for marginalized people. 
 
 
697V – ST – Vexed Antiquities                           La Follette 
M/W 2:30 – 3:45        #39881 
Vexed Antiquities: an introduction to the challenges of cultural heritage in the 21st Century 
The topic of looted art appears in the news on a weekly basis, with art historians, museums, archaeologists,                  
economists and legal scholars all weighing in on the problem.   In this class we will explore and debate issues  
concerning the looting of ancient sites; ethical, political, and legal aspects of the international trade in art                 
objects and antiquities; authenticity and forgery of ancient art and the scientific technologies applied in the                
analysis of ancient objects; the management of museums and repatriation of cultural property; conservation              
and preservation of cultural heritage; and the protection of cultural property in armed conflict. By the end of                  
the class, students should be able to apply critical reasoning to a variety of ethical issues related to the                   
heritage of the ancient world and to articulate (in oral and written form) responses to these current                 
controversial topics. No required textbook: we will be reading articles from newspapers and other essays               
supplied in pdf form.  
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782 –Museum Studies           Denny 
Tu 2:30 – 5:15          #39827  
Introduction to museum methods and practices. Issues such as the role of museums in society, the                
development of col-lections, conservation, curatorial and registrarial responsibilities, museum management,          
public relations, funding, ethics, and the production of exhibitions and catalogs. Includes field trips to area                
museums. Consent of instructor required. 
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