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FALL 2020 GRADUATE HISTORY OF ART & ARCHITECTURE COURSE OFFERINGS 
 
                       
605 – Early Medieval Art                                                             Drimmer 
M/W 2:30-4:45                                                                                                                                     #56834                                                        
Designed as an introduction for undergraduate and graduate students, the aim of this course is to provide 
a comprehensive survey of early medieval art and architecture from the third trough the tenth centuries.  This 
course recognizes the religious, political, and socioeconomic contexts in which medieval art and architecture 
were produced, and although the material is organized chronologically, lectures will emphasize key themes, 
including: the origins of Christian images, the changing depictions of Christ, the contested place of images 
in religious worship, the relationship between text and image, the role of patrons and politics, the liturgical 
function of the object, and the art of imperial propaganda. 
 
623 – European Art 1780-1880                                         Cakmak 
Tu/Th 11:30 – 12:45                                                                                                                            #56839 
This course explores European art and visual culture in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, with an 
emphasis on painting, sculpture, drawing, prints, and photography. We begin with the festive yet decadent 
Rococo, which leaves its place to Neoclassicism's utopian search for a new world in the second half of the 
eighteenth century. We then investigate the emergence of Romanticism from a deep disappointment with 
Enlightenment ideals as it transforms into a fascination with the dark recesses of the human psyche. Realism 
ushers in new themes of contemporary life in the aftermath of the Revolution of 1848. Our survey will 
culminate at the birth of modernism in the second half of the nineteenth century with Impressionism and 
Post-Impressionism. 
 
624 – Modern Art 1880-Present                                    Kurczynski 
Tu/Th 11:30 – 12:45                                                                                                                            #56829                                                        
This course takes a new and interactive look at 20th Century art, from the move toward total abstraction 
around 1913 to the development of Postmodernism in the 1980s.  We examine the impact on art of social 
and political events such as World War I, the Russian Revolution, the rise of Fascism, the Mexican 
Revolution, the New Woman in the 1920s, World War II, the Cold War, and the rise of consumer culture.  
We will investigate the origins and complex meanings of movements such as Fauvism, Cubism, Dada, 
Surrealism, Mexican Muralism, Abstract Expressionism, and Pop Art.  We will reconsider and reevaluate 
major issues in Modern art and culture such as the evolution of personal expression, the recognition of non-
western culture in Euro-America, the interest in abstraction as a universal language, new technologies in 
art, the politics of the avant-garde and its attempts to reconnect art and life, issues of gender, race and 
representation, the role of myth and the unconscious, and the dialogue between art and popular culture. 
 
628 – American Art to 1860              Gomez 
Tu/Th 10:10 – 11:00              #56847 
Survey of the arts of the Americas from the 16th century to 1860. Emphasis on the collision of indigenous 
traditions with British, French, and Spanish colonial visual cultures in the Americas; the visual arts' role in 
the construction of identities, politics, religion, and society. 
 
691R – S- American Art: Colonialism             Gomez           
Tu 4:00 – 6:45                                                                                             #68227 
In this seminar students will investigate the myriad ways that the European invasion of the Americas in the 
sixteenth century continues to inform contemporary popular culture. The course begins in the colonial period, 
using primary documents and images to identify and deconstruct the derogatory tropes that manifested in 
colonial visual culture. In the second part of the course, students will critically analyze contemporary popular 
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visual media, including Hollywood films, television shows, and advertisements, that utilize colonial 
stereotypes, and discuss the social consequences of their endurance, especially for marginalized people. 
 
 
697B – ST-  Biology and Art                  Kurczynski 
Tu 4:00 – 6:45                #68227 
This course explores the intersection of the two disciplines from an art-historical perspective, focusing on 
the discussion of modern and contemporary art of the 20th and 21st centuries that relate to the history of 
biology as well as current developments. It examines the variety of ways art works model biological 
structures and processes, and reimagine and respond to issues such as evolution, the human genome, 
environmental degradation, the AIDS crisis, and GMOs. It takes a critical perspective on contemporary 
ethical debates in biology and includes an examination of activist art that intervenes in those debates. Field 
trips to area museums and/or artist's studios are an important part of the course. 
 
                                    
697F– ST-Art & Lit/ Renaissance Florence                 Schmitter 
Tu/Th 1:00 – 2:15                                        #68223 
This course, team-taught by professors in Art History and Italian Literature, explores the fascinating world 
of artists, sculptors, poets and philosophers who lived in Florence during the city's most celebrated centuries. 
Students will become acquainted with the major intellectual trends that shaped their thinking and with the 
works they produced. Notable figures to be studied include Dante, Giotto, Boccaccio, Petrarch, Donatello, 
Machiavelli, Michelangelo, Leonardo, Raphael, Botticelli and most of the Medici. 
 
 
697R – ST- Women in Architecture                          Vickery  
Tu/Th 10:00-11:15                          #68225    
This course begins with an examination of gendered, architectural spaces and how and why they were 
structured for women in the 19th century in both Britain and America. Looking at primary and secondary 
sources, students will gain insight into societal norms and how they conditioned architecture generally 
associated with women, such as houses, asylums, and early women’s colleges. This study will serve as a 
platform from which to understand the pressures upon women and the pioneers who rejected such norms 
and pursued architecture as a profession. The latter half of the course will look at the work of early women 
architects, the hurdles they faced and the examples they set. The course will conclude with a critical 
examination of women architects practicing today and how they navigate the profession. 

 
 
701 – Roman Art Seminar: Portraiture                      La Follette  
M 4:00-6:45                           #56861    
Ancient Rome was filled with portrait statues, which have been called "the other population" of this capital 
city.   What social purposes did they serve and how did they speak to Roman audiences? 
In this seminar, we will explore Roman portraits, both private and public (definitions that were culturally 
determined and do not always correspond to our own), in contexts as varied as imperial baths, lower-class 
tombs, and religious sanctuaries, to investigate the way they served as catalysts for the imagination and 
memory, at the same time that they broadcast more "hardcore" messages about social status and political 
allegiance. 
Our sources on Roman portraiture are disparate as well as fragmentary, requiring an interdisciplinary 
approach that draws on archaeological evidence, the texts of ancient authors, the inscriptions affixed to 
statues by those who dedicated them, and of course the works of art that survive, along with modern 
comparanda that may help to provide insight. 
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743 – 20th  Century Architecture                            Rohan 
W 4:00-6:45                           #56864    
This graduate seminar surveys modernism's long engagement with the totally designed domestic interior 
from the totally designed domestic interior from the 19th century gesamtkunstwerk to the remarkable 20th 
century interiors of Frank Lloyd Wright and Eileen Grey to the electronic, media saturated environments of 
the 1960s anticipated by critic Reyner Banham and beyond.  The theoretical writings of Walter Benjamin, 
Henri Lefebrve, Tonino Griffero and others will inform discussions. 
 
781 – Methods of Art History                                 Cakmak  
Th 2:30 – 5:15                                     #56832    
History of the discipline, methodological orientations, and the conceptual and technical framework for art-
historical research. Required of all M.A. candidates in Art History during first year of study. 
 
 


