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Issue

Foodborne pathogens cause
approximately 76 million ill-
nesses, 325,000 hospitaliza-
tions, and 5,000 deaths each
year. More than 200 known
diseases are transmitted
through food.

Impact

Listeria monocytogenes is
responsible for 61% of FDA
Class 1 recalls of processed
foods and the bacterial
source is often established
biofilms in the food-process-
ing environment. This project
will elucidate the genetic
basis for adhesion and biofilm
formation of Listeria monocy-
togenes. Knowledge of the
molecular events will be used
to design unique strategies
for biofilm prevention and
removal from processing
plants, leading to large eco-
nomic savings for the food

industry.
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