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UNDERGRADUATE 
 
AFROAM 101. Introduction to Black Studies, 3 credits       
Instructor: Cécile Yézou 
TuTh 10:00 – 11:15 a.m. 
Interdisciplinary introduction to the basic concepts and literature in the disciplines covered by Black Studies. 
Includes history, the social sciences, and humanities as well as conceptual frameworks for investigation and 
analysis of Black history and culture. 
 
AFROAM 117. Survey of Afro-American Literature I, 4 credits  (AL, DU) 
Professor Rusert        
Lecture: MW 10:10 - 11:00 a.m.        Discussions:    F 10:10 or F 11:15  
The major figures and themes in Afro-American literature, analyzing specific works in detail and surveying the 
early history of Afro-American literature. What the slave narratives, poetry, short stories, novels, drama, and 
folklore of the period reveal about the social, economic, psychological, and artistic lives of the writers and their 
characters, both male and female. Explores the conventions of each of these genres in the period under 
discussion to better understand the relation of the material to the dominant traditions of the time and the writers' 
particular contributions to their own art.   
 
AFROAM 132. African-American History: 1619-1860, 4 credits  (HS, DU) 
Professor A. Shabazz 
Lecture: MW 2:30 - 3:20 p.m.          Discussions:    F 1:25 or F 2:30 
The main aim of this course is to make you familiar with some of the most important developments and issues 
in African American history until the Civil War. We will focus on the black experience under slavery and the 
struggle for emancipation. Topics include the Atlantic slave trade, evolution of African American communities 
and culture, the free black community, the distinct experience of black women, and the black protest tradition. 
The format of the course is lecture supplemented by class discussions. 
 
AFROAM 151. Literature & Culture, 4 credits (AL, DU) 
Professor Smethurst 
Lecture:  MW 12:20 – 1:10 p.m. Discussions: F 12:20 or 1:25  
Relevant forms of Black cultural expressions contributing to the shape and character of contemporary Black 
culture; the application of these in traditional Black writers. Includes West African cultural patterns and the 
Black past; the transition-slavery, the culture of survival; the cultural patterns through literature; and Black 
perceptions versus white perceptions.  
 
AFROAM 192F.  Freshman Survival Techniques, 1 credit  
Instructor: Doris Clemmons 
Thursdays 5:30 - 6:45 p.m. 
The focus of this course is academic and social adjustment to the University community: to make academic 
excellence the #1 priority; to provide first-year students with tips on how to succeed academically; to help first-
year students adjust academically and socially to the campus; to explore various topics that deal with academics 
and life issues; to provide first year students with internships, co-ops and summer employment opportunities; 
and, to match fist year students with peer mentors and academic advisors.  

AFROAM 197A.  Taste of Honey: Black Film-Part I, 1 credit 
Professor Bracey 
Thursdays 6:00 – 8:30 p.m.   Malcolm X Cultural Center 
This course will take you on a historical journey exploring the roles of African American men and women 
highlighting their contributions and struggles in the American movie industry.  Students will learn about the 
ground breaking movies, roles and actors who helped pave the way for a future generation while breaking down 
racial barriers to tell the story of the African American experience.  In this course you will enjoy a great 



selection of movies that explore a variety of topics in multiple genres such as race, gender and stereotypes while 
reflecting on how these characteristics are portrayed in drama, comedy, musicals, crime, biographies and action 
movies. 
 
AFROAM 236. History of the Civil Rights Movement, 4 credits  (HS, DU) 
Professor Parker 
Lecture:  MW 11:15 – 12:05 p.m.       Discussions:   F 11:15 or F 12:20  
Examination of the Civil Rights Movement from the Brown v. Topeka decision to the rise of Black power. All 
the major organizations of the period, e.g., SCLC, SNCC, CORE, NAACP, and the Urban League. The impact 
on white students and the anti-war movement.   
 
AFROAM 236. History of the Civil Rights Movement, 4 credits  (HS, DU) 
*On-line only. Contact: UMassulearn.edu to register.  
 
AFROAM 238. Arts and Cultural Identity  
Professor Bracey 
Wednesdays 6:00 – 8:30 p.m.  
Explores the arts as they are used to express cultural identity.  It will examine various genres of art by artists of 
color and their application of cultural and social issues to their work.  Using the exhibits and performances 
presented in the Augusta Savage Art Gallery, the curator will draw on those presentations for discussions and 
critiques of the arts as reflective of culture and as historical record.  The course will include readings by and 
about artists, video viewings, the creation of arts projects, and discussions about the relationship of creativity to 
cultural expression.  
 
AFROAM 250. African American Short Stories, 3 credits  (AL, DU) 
Professor Jimoh 
Tuesdays 4:00 – 6:30 p.m. 
Students in this course will receive an introduction to the African American short story and to the major themes, 
issues, concepts, as well as the literary techniques and forms prevalent in African American literature. 
 
AFROAM 264.  Foundations of Black Education in the U.S., 4 credits  (HS, DU) 
Professor Francis 
TuTh 1:00 – 2:15 p.m. 
The education of blacks from Reconstruction to 1954.   Includes public schools, colleges, and non-school 
education.  The involvement of religious associations, philanthropic organizations, the Freedman’s Bureau, the 
Black church, and the Federal Government will also be discussed.   
 
AFROAM 326.  Black Women in U.S. History, 4 credits  (HS, DU) 
Professor Parker 
MW 2:30 – 3:45 p.m. 
The history of African American women from the experience of slavery to the present. Emphasis on the effect 
of racist institutions and practices on women. The ways in which women organized themselves to address the 
needs of African Americans in general and their own in particular. The achievements of such leaders as Mary 
Church Terrell, Harriet Tubman, Ella Baker, and Mary McLeod Bethune as well as lesser known women.   
 
AFROAM 330.  Songbirds, Blueswomen and Soulwomen, 3 credits  
Professor Jimoh 
Thursdays  4:00 – 6:30 p.m. 
The focus for this course is the cultural, political, and social issues found in the music and history of African 
American women performers. The primary emphasis in the course will be on African American women in Jazz, 
Blues, and Soul/R&B, but students also will study African American women composers as well as Spiritual-
Gospel and Opera performers. 



AFROAM 365. Composition: Style & Organization, 3 credits 
Instructor:  TBD 
TuTh 2:30 – 3:45 p.m.  
Expository writing focusing primarily on argumentative and narrative essays. Discussion and practice of 
logic—inductive and deductive reasoning—as it relates to the argumentative essay form. Topics as thesis on 
main idea, organization, style, unity, supporting evidence, avoiding logical fallacies, and basic writing 
mechanics, including constructing sentences, paragraphing, transitions, and correct grammar.  
 
AFROAM 390G. Uncle Tom’s Cabin: The Novel  
Professor Tracy 
TuTh 11:30 – 12:45 p.m. 
The course will focus on Harriet Beecher Stowe’s influential novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin, locating its roots in 
earlier publications such as slave narratives; discussing the novel in the context of the literary aesthetics of its 
era and its social and political impact in its times; and exploring how other writers, and Stowe herself, 
responded to the issues it raised and the criticism it provoked.   
 
AFROAM 393F. Hip-Hop Feminisms: Performing Race/Gender/Sexuality on Page and Stage, 3 credits  
(Meets with Theater 393F) 
Instructor: Nia Witherspoon 
Hip-Hop Feminisms is a multidisciplinary course that investigates the theory, praxis, methodology, and impact 
of the multi-farious figures and genres that circulate under this umbrella. Holding critically the assumed 
contradictions in its title--hip-hop's assumed misogyny and feminism's assumed whiteness--Hip-Hop Feminisms 
intervenes fiercely in binary thinking, highlighting the ways in which examining figures like Nicki Minaj, 
Beyoncé, Rihanna, Cardi B, Missy Elliot, Queen Latifah and Roxanne Shante, and performance forms like 
twerking and voguing place us at the nexus of significant cultural debates around identity, desire, 
representation, the body, and liberation. Foregrounding the critiques of black and women of color feminisms, 
and incorporating insights of queer studies, performance studies, critical race theory, and hip-hop studies, this 
course lifts up these often under-explored cultural transcripts and empowers young scholars to engage critically 
with influential pop culture phenomena and independent-artists alike.  
 
AFROAM 395G.  Peer Leadership and Facilitation, 3 credits 
Instructor: Doris Clemmons 
Tuesdays 5:30 - 6:45 p.m. 
This is the second part of a two-semester course that is designed to help upper-class (junior and senior) 
students’ focus on developing leadership and outreach skills. The course will enable upperclassmen to work 
directly with newly entering first semester’s students and to help them facilitate the transitional process from 
high school to college. Students in the class will serve as Peer Leaders to assist first year students form effective 
study groups; learn how to study for exams and how to manage their time more effectively.  

AFROAM 494DI.  Du Bois Senior Seminar, 3 credits     (IE Course for AfroAm Seniors& Juniors) 
Professor Rusert 
Mondays 12:20 – 2:15 p.m. 
This course builds on the intellectual, activist, and cultural-criticism traditions promoted by Massachusetts-
born, African-American polymath W.E.B. Du Bois to fulfill the Gen. Ed. Integrative Experience requirement. 
The course asks students to consider the evolution of their academic, personal, and professional goals in relation 
to their previous coursework both inside and outside Afro-American Studies and the university’s Gen. Ed. 
curriculum. Particular attention will be placed on the social justice and cultural knowledge aspects of African 
American Studies. Department majors may use course writing assignments as the foundation for a subsequent 
senior research project. 

 
 
 



GRADUATE COURSES 
 
AFROAM 591B. Black Radical Thought, 3 credits 
Professor Bracey 
Thursdays 2:30 – 5:00 p.m.  
This course will focus on contributions to Marxist intellectual and political traditions by African and African-
descended thinkers. We will read and discuss works by major figures such as W.E.B. Du Bois, C.L.R. James, 
Walter Rodney, Amilcar Cabral, Angela Davis, Aime Cesaire, Franz Fanon.  We also hope to introduce you to a 
selection of perhaps lesser known figures such as Babu, Achille Mbembe, George Padmore, Claudia Jones, 
Harry Haywood, James Boggs, Muhammad Ahmad.  The course will require extensive reading, informed 
participation in class discussion, and a final paper.   
 
AFROAM 597A. Afro-Caribbean Studies, 3 credits 
Professor A. Shabazz 
Thursdays 11:30-2:00 p.m. 
This class is an advanced introduction to the history, culture, and politics of people of African descent in the 
Caribbean basin suitable for both graduate students and upper-level undergraduates. After a broad synopsis of 
the region’s history, the course has a focus on the politics of select Caribbean states, from 1900 to the present; 
viz., Cuba, Haiti, and Jamaica. It will discuss major issues that affect the Caribbean region, namely, migration, 
poverty, regional economic cooperation and political integration, democratic institutions, and U. S. foreign 
policy towards the region. Also, the course will examine the history and role of the diverse religious 
components of the Caribbean basin from Indigenous practices to Catholicism, Protestantism, Judaism and the 
emergence and development of African belief systems and practices such as Santeria, Espiritismo, Vodou and 
Rastafarianism from the 18th century to the present. Music and other expressive arts is an additional focal area 
of the class. 
 
AFROAM 690J. Passing, 4 credits 
Professor Tracy 
Tuesdays 2:30-5:00 p.m. 
This course will focus on different manifestations of passing from the 19th to the 21st centuries, examining 
motivations, methods, and outcomes in the context of race, class, gender, sexuality, and literary aesthetic. 
 
AFROAM 691C.  Historiographical Methods in Afro-American Studies, 4 credits 
Professor A. Shabazz 
Tuesdays 11:30-2:00 p.m. 
This course will introduce you to some of the basics of what it means to read, think, and write as an historian.  
We will explore what historians do and why as well as the "objectivity question," the development of African 
American history as an academic discipline, and one or two current controversies.  We also will learn how to 
locate and use the resources of the Du Bois Library such as microforms, government documents, the papers of 
W.E.B. Du Bois, on-line indices and collections, as well as those of such important national repositories such as 
the Library of Congress, the Moorland-Spingarn Collection at Howard University and the Schomburg Center of 
the N.Y. Public Library. 
 
AFROAM 692Q. African Diaspora Studies: Introduction to Concepts and Historiography, 4 credits 
Professor Agustin Lao-Montes 
Wednesdays 4:00 – 6:30 p.m. 
This course will offer an introduction to 1) key concepts and definitions e.g. diaspora, Pan-Africanism, Afro-
centrism, etc. 2) the classic works in the field. 3) major trends in contemporary scholarship. We will be reading 
a selection of works discussing the contours and history of the field as well as examples of recent scholarship. 
Two papers on major themes will be required. This course is required for the Graduate Certificate in African 
Diaspora Studies. 
 


