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Program Code Assignment for Sponsored Activity 
 
    
UMass  
Program  
Code                     Definition of Terms per OMB circular A-21: 
 
I. Purpose of Program Code: 
 

1. To develop cost information for indirect cost rate proposal and other uses 
2. Audited Financial Statement Classifications 
3. NSF Research Survey and other published information 
4. Campus Reports on Sponsored Activity 
 

II.  Most commonly occurring grant program codes at UMass: 
     (Please check with Sam or Will for handling exceptions, including fellowships.) 
 
B03  Organized research means all research and development activities of an       
             institution that are separately budgeted and accounted for. It includes:  

(1) Sponsored research means all research and development activities that are 
sponsored by Federal and non-Federal agencies and organizations . This term 
includes activities involving the training of individuals in research techniques 
(commonly called research training) where such activities utilize the same 
facilities as other research and development activities and where such activities 
are not included in the instruction function.  
(2) University research means all research and development activities that are 
separately budgeted and accounted for by the institution under an internal 
application of institutional funds. University research, for purposes of this 
document, shall be combined with sponsored research under the function of 
organized research.  
 

C04     Other sponsored activities means programs and projects financed by Federal and  
            non-Federal agencies and organizations which involve the performance of work  
            other than instruction and organized research. Examples of such programs and  
            projects are health service projects, and community service programs. However,  
            when any of these activities are undertaken by the institution without outside  
            support, they may be classified as other institutional activities.  

  Examples:  Archeological Service Contracts, Small Business Development  
 
Occasionally occurring at UMass: 
 
A01        Instruction means the teaching and training activities of an institution. 

Except for research training as provided in subsection b, this term includes all 
teaching and training activities, whether they are offered for credits toward a 
degree or certificate or on a non-credit basis, and whether they are offered 
through regular academic departments or separate divisions, such as a summer 
school division or an extension division. Also considered part of this major 
function are departmental research, and, where agreed to, university research.  
(1) Sponsored instruction and training means specific instructional or  
training activity established by grant, contract, or cooperative agreement. For 
purposes of the cost principles, this activity may be considered a major function 



even though an institution's accounting treatment may include it in the 
instruction function. Example:  STEM grants 
(2) UMass-Funded Departmental research means research, development and 

scholarly activities that are not organized research and, consequently, are 
not separately budgeted and accounted for. Departmental research, for 
purposes of this document, is not considered as a major function, but as a 
part of the instruction function of the institution.  

 
H99    Scholarships, Work Study, Financial Aid 
 
 


