Final Action Plan for Fall project

Generalities:

The content areas I will be focusing on are ELA and art.  The project is a cultural memory book, and is a cross-curriculum unit.    The final pieces will include: poetry, interviews, and memoirs, personal narratives, recipes, cover artwork, collages, montages and photographs.  The learning objectives for this project include reading, speaking, viewing, listening and writing.  The four content areas, as defined by the strands in the Massachusetts English Language Arts Curriculum Frameworks (Massachusetts English Language Arts Curriculum Framework, June 2001)  are organized as follows: Language, Reading and Literature, Composition and reading. The guiding principles are philosophical statements that underlie every strand and standard of the curriculum framework.  These principles are:

Guiding Principle 1:

An effective English language arts curriculum develops thinking and language together through interactive learning.
Guiding Principle 2:

An effective English language arts curriculum develops students’ oral language and literacy through appropriately challenging learning.

Guiding Principle 3:

An effective English language arts curriculum draws on literature from many genres, time periods, and cultures, featuring works that reflect our common literary heritage.

Guiding Principle 4:

An effective English language arts curriculum emphasizes writing as an essential way to develop, clarify, and communicate ideas in persuasive, expository, narrative and expressive discourse.
Guiding Principle 5:

An effective English language arts curriculum provides fro literacy in all forms of media

Guiding Principle 6:

An effective English language arts curriculum provides explicit skill instruction in reading and writing

Guiding Principle 7:

An effective English language arts curriculum teaches the strategies necessary for acquiring academic knowledge, achieving common academic standards, and attaining independence in learning.
Guiding Principle 8:

An effective English language arts curriculum builds on the language, experiences, and interests that students bring to school.

Guiding Principle 9:

An effective English language arts curriculum develops each student’s distinctive writing or speaking voice.

Guiding Principle 10:

While encouraging respect for differences in home backgrounds, an effective English language arts curriculum nurtures students’ sense of their common ground as present or future American citizens in order to prepare them for responsible participation in our schools and in civic life.

Key English Language Learning Concepts: reading, grammar, figurative language, narrative writing, and poetry.
Time Frame:

The approximate time frame to complete these books is 3 months.  

Standards:

ELA Standards for 6th grade: 

General Writing Standard 19: 

· 19.15 – write poems using poetic techniques

· 19.17 – write a short explanation of a process 

General Standard 22:  Standard English conventions

· 22.7 – use knowledge of correct mechanics  when writing or editing
General Standards 23: organizing ideas in writing

· 23.7 – group related ideas and place them in logical order when writing summaries

General Standard 14: Poetry

· 14.3 – Respond to and analyze the effects of sound, figurative language and graphics in order to uncover the meaning of poetry
English Language Proficiency Benchmarks and Outcomes for English Language Learners:

Listening and Speaking
S.1 Vocabulary: Students will comprehend and communicate orally, using English vocabulary for personal, social, and academic purposes. (FL 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7; ELA 4)

S.2 Social Interaction: Students will comprehend and communicate orally, using spoken English for personal and social purposes. (FL 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 8; ELA 5, 6)

S.3 Academic Interaction: Students will comprehend and communicate orally, using spoken English to participate in academic settings.

Reading

R.1 Vocabulary and Syntax in print: Students will acquire English vocabulary and apply knowledge of correct syntax to comprehend written text. (ELA 4, 5; FL 5,6)

R.2 Beginning to read in English: Using the foundations of oral language and previous reading experience, students will understand the nature of written English and the relationships of letters to the sounds of English speech. (ELA 7; FL 5)

R.4 Literary Elements and Techniques: Students will identify and analyze text elements and techniques of written English as used in various literary genres. (ELA 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18)

R.5 Informational/Expository Text: Students will identify and analyze purposes, structures, and elements of nonfiction English texts. (FL 4, 7; ELA 8, 10, 13)

R.6 Research: Students will gather information in English from a variety of sources, analyze and evaluate the quality of the information obtained, and use it to answer their own and others’ questions. (ELA 24)

Writing

W.1 Prewriting: Students will plan for writing in English by building on prior knowledge, generating words, and organizing ideas for a particular audience and purpose (ELA 4, 20, 23; 

FL 7)

W.2 Writing: Students will write in English for a variety of purposes with clear focus, coherent organization, and sufficient detail. (ELA 19; FL 1)

W.3 Revising: Students will evaluate and revise word choice, sentence variety, and organization of ideas when writing in English for a particular audience and purpose.  (ELA 20, 21, 25)

W.4 Editing: Students will understand and apply knowledge of standard English grammar, spelling, and conventions to improve their writing. (ELA 5, 22; FL 5)
Types of text used:

Students will be introduced to a number of texts to guide instruction in the process of developing their personal cultural memory books.  

Text types include:

· Samples of memory books produced by other classes

· “Write Source” a writing resource book

· “Make it Real” – a resource guide with graphic organizers and exercises to scaffold writing process

· “First Steps Writing” – writing resource book

· “My America” – A poetry atlas of the United States

· Additional multicultural texts that feature biographical stories

· Multicultural cookbooks

Genre:
There are a variety of genres that will be incorporated into a cultural memory book.  These include:

· Descriptive writing

· Narrative writing

· Expository writing

· Poetry

· Art – color, form, montage, collage, mandalas

· Photography

Projected Language outcomes:

It will be most important to understand the individual language demands of my students.  Because I have not yet met them, it will take some time to build the relationships necessary to understand and tap into their cultural funds of knowledge as well as effectively evaluate what their capabilities are.  The cultural memory book is a wonderful project, as it will be assessed authentically with a rubric designed for all students to make progress and succeed, regardless of their writing and reading abilities.  All students will be required to produce the same pieces, and will be provided direct instruction to do so, however, each will develop an individual book that reflects their natural talents and skills.  As I review student writing for this project, I will apply new literary concepts learned through the Language and Language Learning course, and the theories of systemic functional linguistics to help guide my instructional practices with students.  

Upon completion of the project, students will be able to use logical connectors, figurative language, metaphoric language and adjuncts to help detail their written clauses and phrases.  Additionally, students will develop and use supporting graphics, visuals and photography to express ideas, values and emotions in their writing.
Context of ideas:  Students’ background knowledge about their family and culture.  The importance of documenting family values and traditions.  Overall purpose is to have students produce a timeless piece that documents their family history and showcases their individual beliefs.  

Context of Culture: Text type will be multi-modal (artwork and stories help illustrate students’ background – cultural funds of knowledge) Social purpose: Writing will be organized around real and perceived feelings about family and traditions.

Field:  

Participants: students, family members, friends, teachers

Processes: Full range – material (what their families do), relational (how students express their interactions with family) behavioral (needs and wants) and mental (how students will express their feelings)

Circumstances: How students will position themselves as part of the family unit and the importance they place on family values and traditions

Tenor:

Person: Preference for I suggesting personal expression and independent point of view

Mood: Declarative

Modality: probable low usage as most information will be factual

Appraisal:  all students will most likely be invested in the writing; positive polarity

Mode: All language will be functioning in conjunction with visuals to support meaning in text.
Sample Text from Cultural Memory Book Project:  “I am from” poem

I am from

Tasting my mom’s soup

Freshly baked cookies on holidays

Just sitting with my family

I am from

Hearing people cheer at the Puerto Rican Festival

Parades we go to, to celebrate our culture

Hearing waves hit the shores 

from the Puerto Rican beaches

I am from

Seeing everyone in my family on Thanksgiving

Seeing the crisp snowflakes fall from the sky

Seeing kids run outside when it rains, 

so they can get wet.
Analysis:

Field:
· Participants: students, family members, friends or any other important people in the lives of each student:  I, mom, family, people, parades, everyone, kids  

· Processes are mental, material and relational – mental: I am from.  Material: tasting, sitting, hearing, to celebrate, seeing.  Relational: to celebrate our culture, so they can get wet, parades we go to, with my family. 

· Circumstances: from, on holidays, with my family, at the Puerto Rican Festival, to celebrate our culture, Puerto Rican beaches, on Thanksgiving, from the sky, outside when it rains, so they can get wet.
Tenor:

· Person: Poem is developed with preference for “I” for personal expression and point of view

· Mood: Declaritive

· Modality: none – all clauses and phrases are expressed as facts

· Appraisal: positive polarity, student expresses strong likes and personal preferences
Mode: Poem is written and designed by students and used as opening page for all memory books. Text type: Biographical poem reflecting student’s senses of traditional, culture and values.
Differentiated Language Instruction:

Because I will be serving as the ELL teacher for an entire 6th grade team, there will be many students in the formal ELL program that require accommodations and differentiated instruction.  There will be grammar difficulties, especially with vocabulary and phonics for Hispanic students, and with sentence structure and vocabulary for Vietnamese students.  I plan to use 3rd and 4th grade texts during the course of the year to scaffold their English language learning and also develop authentic assessments with rubrics that will ensure their success.  
