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Clinical Status
Dialect Density

Typically Developing

TD
Language Impaired

LI
Hi Dialect 
Density Hi / TD Hi / LI

LO Dialect
Density LO / TD LO / LI
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Therefore: Must look outside of dialect for 
language strengths and weaknesses.
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Data Sets: DELV & DSLT
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Quantifiers: Is every girl licking a lollipop?  Is every dog eating a bone?  
No. Why (not)?

Because it ain't no girl here licking a lollipop. 
Because a rabbit is eating a carrot.

Reference Specification: What is happening in the red box? (There are 
two women, I need to know which woman.)

That momma what was feeding the baby is riding the bike.

Limitations : They’re hand-written, entered into computer.  Indirect reliability 
procedures.  Safeguard: The limited reliability, and the large number of 
examiners, error spread over many instances evens out; converging evidence.

����������"�	+����������	����	�
�������
��
��
���������
��
����6$�

• E��	�
������ ���
• 8�
��"���������	�����

• ������
�.���$�
�����	

• E��	�
������ ���
• ?"����	�
1�������	����
• �

�����
�$�
�����	

• 
���
��
���
��
��6$�
• ?��		���������	����

• 0����/��
�����	��
�"�����

$$��*�6$��E��	�
�����	
��	��

���

�
��
�����
������	

• �	
������� ����
• ��������	
���
���� �



�����

• ��
	��
����
����	
�����
• ������
�.���$�
�����	�

 1�	���
• ���G
����
�����

�����
� ��


���

���� 
�	�!��
������	

• �	
������� � ����
• ��������	
���
����� �


�����
• ��
	��
����
����	
������

$$��������
�*�6$���

�����
�
$�
�����	�

 
 

AAE/MAE AAE/MAE AAE 
 

1st Person 2nd Person 3rd Person 

I go You go He go 
 

I see You see She see 

I drive You drive He drive  
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AAE/MAE AAE/MAE AAE 
 

MAE 
 

1st Person 2nd Person 3rd Person 3rd Person  

I go You go He go 
 

He goes 
 

I see You see She see She sees 
I drive You drive He drive  He drive s 
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 Copula /Auxiliary Omission Possible AAE Reading? 

Daddy tall Yes 

He behind the box Yes 

He running away Yes 

He brown  Yes 

3rd Person Singular –s Omission Possible AAE Reading? 

Mommy like popcorn Yes 

He eat toast Yes 

Now the bear want a drink  Yes 
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FEATURE AAE SAE/SLI AAE/SLI 
Copula/Auxiliary Be ��� �  ��� �  ��� �   ��� �  
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Regular Past Tense –ed ��� �  ��� �  ��� �   ��� �  
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K @��	�����	A
FEATURE AAE MAE LI (AAE/MAE) 

Past Tense Copula was 
 It was snowing 

��� �  ��� �  x 

    

Possessive Pronouns  
The kite’s his;  the ball is 
hers  

��� �  ��� �  x 
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“What did the mom say she bought?”

Copyright 2000 The Psychological Corporation
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The little girl is looking for her cake in the cupb oard.
Why is she looking there ?

Copyright 2000 The Psychological Corporation
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The big boy is looking for the train under the bed.
Why is he looking there ?

QuickTime™ and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.
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Error Types

“Totally”
TYPICAL

Non-
contrastive 

MS-only

Deep 
Features-
only (DF)

Non-
contrastive

MS & DF

High 
DDS

��� � � �� � � �� � � �� �

Low 
DDS

��� � � �� � � �� �

6�
����1�	�B ���	
��	�&�
9 �	�2;

1 Has/Have

2 Has/Have

3 3rd person 
4 3rd person 
5 3rd person 
6 3rd person 
7 3rd person 
# Plural /s/

# Past 
Particple# Has/have 
past# 3rd do/don’t

# 3rd do/don’t

Contrastive Responses

Subtest 1 6147 7503 12663
Have a big Kite Has a big kite Have a big kite

Have a long tail Has a long tail Long tails

Sleep  in a bed Sleeps  in a bed Sleep  in bed

Sit  in a chair Sits  in a chair Sit  in a chair

Ride  bike Rides  a bike Rides bike

Wash  the glass Washes  the dishes Wash  the glasses

Push the stroller Pushes the baby Push  the stroller

Two glass Two cups Two glasses

Drunk  pop Hot sauce!! I mean 
ketchup!!

Drink

Has none Doesn’t have  one Doesn’t have  an 
umbrellaDon’t  like to swim Doesn’t  like to swim Stand

Don’t like to play 
basketball

Playing Watch

6�
����1�	�B �������	
��	�&�
9 �	�2;

 

Non-Contrastive Responses 
 

       
Subtest 1  6147 7503 12663 

8 Poss 
Pronoun 

Hers This is her ball Hers 

28 Poss 
Pronoun 

Theirs  Theirs  Both of them 

18 Past 
Cop/Aux 

It was raining It was raining Rain 

19 Past 
Cop/Aux 

It was snowing It was snowing It was snowing 

41 Past 
Cop/Aux 

Because it was cloudy NR Because it was cloudy 

42 Past 
Cop/Aux 

Because it was windy Because it came out of 
his book it was windy 

Because they didn’t 
hang on to them tight  
 

42 Past 
Cop/Aux 

Because it was hot Because it came out of 
his book it was windy 

NR 

43 Past 
Cop/Aux 

Because it was hot Because it was too hot Because it was too hot 

44 Past 
Cop/Aux 

Because he was sick He had a cold Because he was sick 
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“What did the mom say she bought?”

Copyright 2000 The Psychological Corporation
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? ? ? ? ?

8 Paired 
exhaustive

Feet and her hands999 Paired 
exhaustive

Drum with her feet and the 
piano with her hands

A banana and a apple

The boy played with the 
ball the girl played with the 
yoyo

NR A ball a yoyo

7 Paired 
exhaustive

The boy ate the banana 
and the daddy ate the 
apple

Lunch

Non-Contrastive Deep Feature Responses

Subtest 2 6147 7503 12663

Who ate what? 

Who played with what?

How did the girl play what?

���
����B����	�&�/@�� 6�&����	
9 �	�2;

? ? ? ? ?

8 Paired 
exhaustive

10 Wh-Movement NRJust papers towels A present

Non-Contrastive Deep Feature Responses

Subtest 2 6147 7503 12663

7 Paired 
exhaustive

The boy ate the banana and 
the daddy ate the apple

Lunch A banana and a apple

The boy played with the ball 
the girl played with the yoyo

NR A ball a yoyo

Feet and her handsNR9 Paired 
exhaustive

Drum with her feet and the 
piano with her hands

Who ate what? 

Who played with what?

How did the girl play what?
What did the mom say she bought?

 ��
	���

�	�&�
9 �	�2;

2 Short Narrative

3 Short Narrative

5 Short Narrative
6 Short Narrative

12663Subtest 6 6147 7503
She is going in the house to 
get her cake

NR She gonna get the cake

She’s going in there to get 
her cake

NR Cause she looking for the cake

He coming in for his train NR It’s gone
To see if his brother took it 9 Cause he thinks that train is 

there

Why is she looking there ? Why is he looking there ?
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Non-Contrastive Deep Feature Responses 
 

 ? ? ? ? ? ? 
Subtest 4  6147 7503 12663 

1 Articles The peel Peel it, the yellow stuff A peel 
2 Articles The Lid His shirt The top 

 ��+����
��	�����
	������	�A

1 Has/Have

2 Has/Have

3 3
rd

 person /s/

4 3rd person /s/

5 3rd person /s/

6 3
rd

 person /s/

7 3rd person /s/

16 Plural /s/

23 Past 
Particple

24 Has/have 
past25 3

rd
 do/don’t

26 3rd do/don’t

Subtest 1 6147 7503 12663
Have a big Kite Has a big kite Have a big kite

Have a long tail Has a long tail Long tails

Sleep in a bed Sleeps  in a bed Sleep  in bed

Sit in a chair Sits  in a chair Sit  in a chair

Ride bike Rides  a bike Rides bike

Wash the glass Washes  the dishes Wash  the glasses

Push the stroller Pushes the baby Push  the stroller

Two glass Two cups Two glasses

Drunk  pop Hot sauce!! I mean 
ketchup!!

Drink

Has none Doesn’t have one Doesn’t have an umbrella

Don’t  like to swim Doesn’t  like to swim Stand

Don’t like to play 
basketball

Playing Watch

6�
����1�	�B ���	
��	�&�
9 �	�';

 
Contrastive Responses 

 
 ? ? ? ? ? ?  

Subtest 1  9529 15152 21577 
1 Has/Have Has big ones Got a bike A big kite 
2 Has/Have Has big tails Big tail Long  
3 3rd  person 

/s/ 
Sleep in the bed  Chair The bed 

4 3rd  person 
/s/ 

Sit on the chair Sit in chair Chair 

5 3rd  person 
/s/ 

Ride the bike Ride bike A bike 

6 3rd  person 
/s/ 

Wash the cups Wash the glass out Wash glass 

7 3rd  person 
/s/ 

Push the stroller Push the stroller NR 

16 Plural /s/ Two glass Two glass Two  
23 Past 

Particple 
Drink milk Drinked  a soda Cool-aid 

24 Has/have 
past 

Has none  Have no umbrella One 

25 3rd  do/don’t Don’t like to swim Don’t swim NR 

6�
����1�	�B �������	
��	�&�
9 �	�';

 

Non-Contrastive Responses 
 

 ? ? ? ? ? ? 
Subtest 1  9529 15152 21577 

8 Poss 
Pronoun  

Hers NR Hers 

28 Poss 
Pronoun  

His and hers  NR Him 

18 Past 
Cop/Aux  

It raining  Raining  A tree  

19 Past 
Cop/Aux  

It be snowing outside  Snowing  Snowman  

41 Past 
Cop/Aux  

Because the clouds is in 
the way  

NR Because it black  

42 Past 
Cop/Aux 

Because the wind Wind a lot NR 

43 Past 
Cop/Aux  

It was too hot  It was hot  NR 

44 Past 
Cop/Aux  

Because he gotta go to 
school and he was sick  

Because he sick  Because sick  

���
����B����	�&�/@�� 6�&����	
9 �	�';

Non-Contrastive (Deep Syntax Items)  
Subtest 2  9529 15152 21577 

 Paired 
exhaustive  

The baby  I don’t know  The daddy he ate the 
apple, the baby the 
banana  

 Paired 
exhaustive  

The girl playin’ with the 
yo-yo  

They toys  He played with the ball- 
she played with the 
yoyo  

 Paired 
exhaustive  

With her feet  She play the piano  She kicked the drum 
and she was making 
the noise with the 
piano  

10 Wh- 
Movement  

The birthday cake  Paper towel, There’s a 
cake 

Some paper towels  

 

Who ate what? 

Who played with what?

How did the girl play what?
What did the mom say she bought?

 ��+����
��	�����
	������	�A
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6�
����1�	�B ���	
��	�&�
9 �	�';

Contrastive Responses  
 

Profile=  AA 
6yrs  

Impaired  
DS- MS- 

AA 4yrs  Impaired  
MS- 

AA 4yrs  Impaired 
MS- 

Profile=  

Subtest 1  9529 15152 21577 
1 Has/Have Has big ones  Got a bike  A big kite  
2 Has/Have Has big tails  Big tail  Long  
3 3rd  person 

/s/ 
Sleep in the bed  Chair  The bed  

4 3rd  person 
/s/ 

Sit on the chair  Sit in chair  Chair  

5 3rd  person 
/s/ 

Ride the bike  Ride bike  A bike  

6 3rd  person 
/s/ 

Wash the cups  Wash the glass out  Wash glass  

7 3rd  person 
/s/ 

Push the stroller  Push the stroller  NR 

16 Plural /s/  Two glass  Two glass  Two  
23 Past 

Particple  
Drink milk  Drinked  a soda  Cool-aid  

24 Has/have 
past  

Has none  Have no umbrella  One 

25 3rd  do/don’t  Don’t like to swim  Don’t swim  NR 

6�
����1�	�B �������	
��	�&�
9 �	�';

 

Non-Contrastive Responses 
 

Profile=  AA 6yrs  Impaired  
DS- MS- 

AA 4yrs  Impaired 
MS- 

AA 4yrs  Impaired  
MS- 

Subtest 1  9529 15152 21577 
8 Poss 

Pronoun  
Hers  NR Hers 

28 Poss 
Pronoun  

His and hers  NR Him 

18 Past 
Cop/Aux  

It raining  Raining  A tree  

19 Past 
Cop/Aux  

It be snowing outside  Snowing  Snowman  

41 Past 
Cop/Aux  

Because the clouds is in 
the way  

NR Because it black  

42 Past 
Cop/Aux 

Because the wind Wind a lot NR 

43 Past 
Cop/Aux  

It was too hot  It was hot  NR 

44 Past 
Cop/Aux  

Because he gotta go to 
school and he was sick  

Because he sick  Because sick  

���
����B����	�&�/@�� 6�&����	
9 �	�';

Non-Contrastive (Deep Syntax Items)  
Subtest 2  9529 15152 21577 

 Paired 
exhaustive  

The baby  I don’t know  The daddy he ate the 
apple, the baby the 
banana  

 Paired 
exhaustive  

The girl playin’ with the 
yo-yo  

They toys  He played with the 
ball- she played with 
the yoyo  

 Paired 
exhaustive  

With her feet  She play the piano  She kicked the drum 
and she was making 
the noise with the 
piano  

10 Wh- 
Movement  

The birthday cake  Paper towel, There’s 
a cake 

Some paper towels  

 

Who ate what? 

Who played with what?

How did the girl play what?
What did the mom say she bought?

���������	�&�������0�����
• @��	����	���"�1�	�������������	��
A
• @��	����	�����
�����������
���	��

• @��	����	�����	��
���1����	��	���"�1A

Profile=  AA 6yrs  Impaired  
DS- MS- 

AA 4yrs  Impaired  
MS- 

AA 4yrs  Impaired  
MS- 

Subtest 5  9529 15152 21577 
 Com Role 

Taking  
She got an owie, a sore  He fell off the bike  The girl fall off and hit 

her knee  
 Com Role 

Taking  
She can eat cake yet  Can she eat the 

cake?  
Get some cake  

 Com Role 
Taking  

He eat, the dog eat her 
sandwich  

She wanna eat  The dog he eatin her 
hamburger, she said 
thank you  

 

 ��
	���

�	�&�
9 �	�';

Why is she looking there ? Why is he looking there ?

Profile=  AA 6yrs  Impaired  
DS- MS- 

AA 4yrs  Impaired  
MS- 

AA 4yrs  Impaired  
MS- 

Subtest 6  9529 15152 21577 
 Short 

Narrative  
She want the cake  She gonna get the 

cake 
She open the 
frigerator  

 Short 
Narrative  

Because it’s not in there  She eat the cake  Because she want 
some cake – She 
ready for dinner  

 Short 
Narrative  

The boy can’t find the 
choo choo train  

He want that  He having a dream  

 Short 
Narrative  

Because he can’t find it  That where it at   

 

$
	�����
9 �	�';

•  ���1�+���������	����	���"�������"�	���
�	��������� 	��	��������	����������	�� "#
��*�*�
�#���
+��	�����,

• 
�&�����	������������	������,�
��"�	��������<	����� ��	���,�
���	�
+�
�����������1���	����
"#
��*�*�#��
	�������
�+�	
,

Profile=  AA 6yrs  Impaired  
DS- MS- 

AA 4yrs  Impaired 
MS- 

AA 4yrs  Impaired 
MS- 

Subtest 4  9529 15152 21577 
 Articles  The banana peeler  The peel  The banana peel  
 Articles  The jar  The top  The top  
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 ��
	���

�	�&�
The little girl is looking for her cake in the cupb oard.
Why is she looking there ?

Copyright 2000 The Psychological Corporation

 ��
	���

�	�&�
The big boy is looking for the train under the bed.
Why is he looking there ?

Copyright 2000 The Psychological Corporation

 ��
	���

�	�&�

? ? ? ? ? ?

2 Short Narrative

3 Short Narrative

5 Short Narrative
6 Short Narrative

He coming in for his train NR It’s gone
To see if his brother took it NR Cause he thinks that train is 

there

She is going in the house to 
get her cake

NR She gonna get the cake

She’s going in there to get 
her cake

NR Cause she looking for the cake

12663

Short Narrative 

Subtest 6 6147 7503

Why is she looking there ? Why is he looking there ?

���
����B����	�&�

AA- Typical AA-MAE W-MAE Impaired

8 Paired 
exhaustive

Non-Contrastive Deep Feature Responses

Profile =
Subtest 2 6147 7503 12663

7 Paired 
exhaustive

The boy ate the banana 
and the daddy ate the 
apple

Lunch A banana and a apple

The boy played with the 
ball the girl played with 
the yoyo

NR A ball a yoyo

Feet and her hands999 Paired 
exhaustive

Drum with her feet and 
the piano with her hands

Who ate what? 

Who played with what?

How did the girl play what?

$
	�����

• �
��!�$
�� 	�
 ��	��
��
��




-������������#��#
*��	 ��
+���	���#�
 �	�����. 9"#
��*�*��#��
�
+��	�����,/

• �
��*� 	��
����+���	���	��
�0
�-�����#��*�*
1����	���� #��0
��
����$
�*-�

*�
���!� 	���
.�2"#
��
*�*�#��
	�������
�+�	
,/

 

Non-Contrastive Deep Feature Responses 
 

Profile = 
  

AA-AAE  Typical AA-MAE Impaired  W-MAE Impaired 

Subtest 4  6147 7503 12663 
1 Articles The peel Peel it, the yellow stuff A peel 
2 Articles The Lid His shirt The top 

���������	�&�������0�����

 

Communicative Role – Taking  

       
Subtest 5  6147 7503 12663 

1 Com Role 
Taking  

A girl fell  NR, Look at her –she has a 
scratch on he knee  

Look at the girl  

4 Com Role 
Taking  

Can she get some 
cake 

To fix for some cake  Look I want a cake  

5 Com Role 
Taking  

The been licking on 
that  

NR NR 
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 ��+����
��	�����
	������	�A

AA-
AAE 

Typical AA-
MAE

Impaired W-MAE Impaired

1 Has/Have

2 Has/Have

3 3rd person /s/

4 3rd person /s/

5 3rd person /s/

6 3rd person /s/

7 3rd person /s/

16 Plural /s/

23 Past 
Particple

24 Has/have 
past25 3rd do/don’t

26 3rd do/don’t

Don’t  like to swim Doesn’t  like to swim Stand

Don’t like to play 
basketball

Playing Watch

Drunk  pop Hot sauce!! I mean 
ketchup!!

Drink

Has none Doesn’t have  one Doesn’t have  an umbrella

Push the stroller Pushes the baby Push  the stroller

Two glass Two cups Two glasses

Ride  bike Rides  a bike Rides bike

Wash  the glass Washes  the dishes Wash  the glasses

Sleep  in a bed Sleeps  in a bed Sleep  in bed

Sit  in a chair Sits  in a chair Sit in a chair

Have a big Kite Has a big kite Have a big kite

Have a long tail Has a long tail Long tails

Contrastive Responses

Profile =

Subtest 1 6147 7503 12663

��
	�����$�	��������	��������"�	+����5������

�����	�E��	�
���*�
���
��


2� 0��1<
��
���	�����
K %����
�����	�
����	1�9

;���

���	�� +�	��%����

��������
���
��


'� 0��1<
����	 
���	�����
K %����
�����	�
����	1������	��������	�� +�	�������

��
�
���
��
���

�Q/Q���

G� !�	���
��	
���9$������	����"�&�;�

Three possibilities

��������� 	�	�������
�����	�
����	1�8�
1�
����������	�1T"�	���+���	��A

Clinical Status
Dialect Density

Typically Developing

TD
Language Impaired

LI
Hi Dialect 
Density Hi / TD

397/ 55%

Hi / LI
193/ 27%

LO Dialect
Density

LO / TD
114/ 16%

LO / LI

16/ 2%

AA (DSLT) N = 720

���	
��	�����������!����
����������
��
��Q�')( 9
 �0�������;

Clinical Status
Dialect Density

Typically Developing

TD
Language Impaired

LI
Hi Dialect 
Density Hi / TD

26/ 9%

Hi / LI
40/ 11%

LO Dialect
Density

LO / TD
192/ 69%

LO / LI

32/ 11%

!�	������	���������	�����	��

����	��7
• 0
��7������
���+�	�������
�������1�9	����0
;�

	����&�������

 

��	�
���	��
• �����
���+�	�������

 ���	���
�������1�	��

��&�����	����0
���$�	����1���
�������1�	��"��0
�
	����������
��	����'72��

@��	��"��	�+�	�������
����������������	�	���
9 � ;A��

' �� �
������������
��7���%�$���$�
�����$��
������
2�	 ��
����  ��������
�	���
��8��C((�$$������
���
4�C�1��
�������4HF���&����������������
������
��

• SHF�+�
��%����
�����	�
����	1�� 9E���
���2�*�';
– @��	���
���	�+�
����A

• $"��	�G(F�9&�
�������1�2(F���
����
�����	;

• 33F�+�
��0
U�'GF�+�
������� 9E���
���G�*�4;
– @�����������	��
��������	���0
������
���	��������
� �A�

• G2��
���	����?�������	������
���9G2����GH;/�4S��
�� �	���%��������	������
���94S�
���SH;��� ��0
�+�
����
�������1�%��������	�	�����?� 
�����	�9"�	������������
��
�����1�%��������	�	�����?�������	T�����	��
���
���� 
��%��������	�������
�V;
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E����2��
�����	�
����	1�J %��Q�SHF
9&�
����)'F����
 �0�$$�������;

High Dialect

Low dialect

E����'��
�����	�
����	1�"1���������� 	�	��

19
4

46

31

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

Hi-Dialect Lo-Dialect

TD

LI

Lo-DDS more likely TD than LI, 8 to 1; Hi-DDS also 
more likely TD than LI, but percentage is 7 to 3.

E���
��G������������ 	�	���J ���'GF
9&�
����G(F����
 �0�������;

TD

LI

Which dialect group will the 23 LI children come from?

E����4���������� 	�	���"1�
�����	�
����	1

19

464

31

0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80
90

LI TD

Lo-Dialect

Hi-Dialect

19 LI are from Hi-Dialect group (30% of 65); 
4 LI are from Lo-Dialect group (15% of 35)

 ������<	���1�	��
�<���?�
���	�������

������	��������������
������������	������	1�
�	���� 
��
����������	�1������	�&��1 ��

���	��7���4(WWW

– �����
���+�	�������

 ���
�������1�	������+�

 �	�� "�����
– �����
���+�	�������
�������1�	�����
��0
�	����&���� ���

 �

!�	�
����	7� �#��*��
�$��#�#� #�*�
������	�����+��!��	�
�������#

���.

?���
������������	�	���������	�
1

• @������G((�3�C�1��
�������������
������������1�
HSF�+�
�������

 ��� 	������
�������1�	��"��$$��
������
���"�	���
���	����������
�������

• @�����������)(F�0
�� �1�)(������
������
• GC����	�������
�����	�9�	����C72����������0
;
• 42������%��
�����	�9���������		���"�		�
�	����

"���
��3�G����2(�%�

 �
��0
;�
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��	�7����	��������
���+�	������4���	����H���&��
�����
�����	�
����	1

• 
�����	������	1������"���������
�	������	���1�"����
������������
��
T"�	��	<�����	������1��?0���
– 9��	���	����	��
���������	�������������"��������	�� ��"�	�

���������2����C���+�
�����	�������
����������1����� �
�������
�����������	
��	�&��6 ������	������
��	������������ ��
�����
���	�;

• %�+�����+��	���A

@�1���	����	
��	�&��6 A

• $�"������
– $$��������0
�������
����&��������
�&��������
�

���	
��	�&��6 �9�����������	������	1;
– 9 ���+��	���"��������&�����
�6$��"����
�����

�����
��;

• � 5����	��
������	��������������	�����������
�����
���	�


�����	�
����	1���	���"1�$������������� 	�	��������

�����	�R
���

0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1

4 5 6 '7-8 '9-10

AA-LI

AA-TD

nonAA-LI

nonAA-TD

DD ratio

Age

�����
����������������������	
��	�&��6 �*�
����
E��	�
��������
���	�� ��� �������	��
�	��	�

• ����
����
���������������+��+��	��
�	�������������
"����
����&������
&�����������
��=�
���B��	���>
����������	����	����	�����������
��	��1�9�����+�	��

��8;

• @��	�����������
�����	����+����	�+�	��= ��> +����
+������������
����	��
���
	�������������A

• 5���
 �0���	�T2(((������
��U������4�2'U���&��
=8��!$0�6 > 	����������	������
�����	��


���
��
�$�
�����	�
9$��������
������Q�2(((;

DELV TD DELV LI

SLP TD Agree
78%

Disagree
22%  
Under-rep

SLP LI Disagree
45%
Over-rep

Agree
55%


���
��
�$�
�����	� "1��	�����	1
9
	
(����#��*��
 ����Q�')(;

DELV TD DELV LI

SLP TD Agree
89%

Disagree
11%  
Under-rep

SLP LI Disagree
39%
Over-rep

Agree
61%
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���
��
�$�
�����	�J"1�������	
9���	
�! ����Q�3'(;

DELV TD DELV LI

SLP TD Agree
LO-dialect  89%
HI-dialect   75%

Disagree
LO   11%
HI    25%

SLP LI
Disagree
LO (too few)
HI  44%

Agree
LO  (too few)
HI   56%

UnderRep: SLP TD/ DELV LI                Overrep: S LP LI/ DELV TD

 ��/�
��8�
����
�����	��
"1�
�����	�
����	1�9$$������
������1;

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

UnderRep OverRep

HI-dialect

LO-dialect

UnderRep: SLP TD/ DELV LI                Overrep: S LP LI/ DELV TD

I.e. Pre-existing diagnosis better for LO-dialect AA children.


����
�����	�7�@������
���	A

• �����	����
��������"�&�������&�������	���	�
���
�����	
�	������
���	���2CG�=�����
�����> �����
��
– 2�=���> ����
��8���1��0
T�&�
�����	��1
– '�=���> 0
��
��8���1����T����
�����	��1

• @��	<�����	���&�
"�	���A

���	
��	�&��6�
����1�	�B
11199

Age 6, F, North, AA
10970

Age 6, F, North, AA
17371

Age 10, M, South, AA

3rd prson
sng. Agr.

He don’t want to take 
a bath but he have to.

Sleeps in a bed; 
washes the glasses

She walk in and she 
want some cake; 

Past –ed She don’t want it 
because the dog had 
licked it.

She played with the 
yo-yo; 

Is-copula He think the train’s 
under the bed

It’s the policeman 
that’s on the horse

Why is the kids wearing 
the hats?

Why is she fixing the 
car?

Who are the kids?

Negative

concord

He have no balloon. 
Ain’t no man holding 
this baby.

One girl is not on a 
boat.

Of 110 utterances, 
35 clearly MAE, 
19 clearly AAE, 
several “mixed.”

Of 114 utterances, 
75 clearly MAE, 

17 clearly AAE.

Of 150 utterances, 
39 clearly MAE, 
30 clearly AAE, 
6 “mixed.”

�������	
��	�&��6�
����1�	�B
11199

Age 6, F, North, AA

10970

Age 6, F, North, AA

17371

Age 10, M, South, AA

Past It was snowing. It was snowing. It snow. 

tense It was too hot. It was too hot. It rained.

copula They was sick They were sick.

Possess. 
pronouns

Hers, theirs fine Hers, theirs fine Hers, theirs fine

OK OK 5 of 7 right. Not OK for 
10-year-old.

�������	
��	�&��
����E��	�
��
11199

Age 6, F, North, AA

10970

Age 6, F, North, AA

17371

Age 10, M, South, AA

Theory 
of Mind

He thinks it’s under 
the bed, but it’s in the 
toy box.

The big brother is 
coming in the room.

(no mention of 
thought balloon). ����

That where she thought 
her mother put it.  

(good)

Long 
Distance

What mom said, not 
what she bought

What she bought, not 
what she said. ����

ok

Who ate 
what?

Paired answers She played with the 
yo-yo.  ����

Apple. A yo-yo and a 
ball.  Red flag!

Articles No issues No issues. 3 bare singulars “Black 
horse eating” Red flag

Other Played piano her hand. 
(no “with”) ???

OK Not-OK 3 Red Flags
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@����
��	����������
��A
11199

Age 6, F, North, AA

10970

Age 6, F, North, AA

17371

Age 10, M, South, AA

“slp”
dialect 
label

AAE AAE AAE

Dialect 
Density 
Score

1 (highest)

“strong difference 
from MAE”

.2 (low)

MAE speaker

.86 (high) 

“strong difference 
from MAE”

DELV 
Standard

Score
91 77 80

“slp”
clinical 
label

? ? ?

@����
��	����������
��A
11199

Age 6, F, North, AA

10970

Age 6, F, North, AA

17371

Age 10, M, South, AA

“slp”
dialect 
label

AAE AAE AAE

Dialect 
Density 
Score

1 (highest)

“strong difference 
from MAE”

.2 (low)

MAE speaker

.86 (high) 

“strong difference 
from MAE”

DELV 
Standard

Score
91 77 80

“slp”
clinical 
label

Receiving services
Typically 

developing
Typically 

developing

Over - ID Under-ID Under-ID

6�
������	����	�
17��

�����	���
��
�������������������
��
���

8�
��	1������=
�����

����>

• @
�������+�
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� ����
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